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SUFFERING, DECREE, PROVIDENCE, AND ME - PART 3
There had grown an underlying assumption that patience under suffering could in some way merit salvation.10 Of
course, that position is in error. Most churches would not willingly go to that extreme today, but that medieval ghost
seems to be haunting the halls of many churches again, where the joy of our salvation has been replaced by an era
of cold self-righteousness and theological superiority. We are taught to simply embrace suffering without lament.
Does emotionless suffering really make us closer to God? I do not think so. Timothy Keller points out, Lutherans
after the reformation argued forcefully that Jesus bore all our punishment for sin. Therefore, we do not need to earn
Christ’s help and attention but can be assured that He is lovingly present with us in all our affliction.11 Thankfully this
is true. We may be alone, but we are never alone in our suffering, for God is with us even when He is silent. When we
suffer, we often wonder what earthy or divine purpose does this pain and suffering actually bring us? Rittgers goes
on to argue, “The Lutheran Church nevertheless seemed to follow the medieval church in one respect—by ignoring
the significant biblical witness of ‘lament’ as a valid response to troubles and misery.”12 Many of the Psalms are
entitled “Psalms of Lament.” They are poignant and agonizing cries of sorrow, grief, and distress. Some of the pain
is caused by others, yet some are caused by the actions or inaction of the psalmists themselves. Tremper Longman
III states, “Often the psalmist is complaining about the actions of others or is even troubled by his own thoughts and
actions. But some of the Psalms are expressions of frustration with God Himself.”13 Think about that for a moment.
Someone is upset with God in their suffering? You bet. “Lord, where are Your former loving kindnesses, which You
swore to David in Your truth?” (Psalm 89:49) Again we read, “Awake! Why do You sleep, O Lord? Arise! Do not cast
us off forever. Why do You hide Your face, and forget our affliction and our oppression?” (Psalm 44:23–24) Jeremiah
the weeping prophet cries out, “Why is my pain perpetual, and my wound incurable, which refuses to be healed?
Will You surely be to me like an unreliable stream, as waters that fail?” (Jeremiah 15:18) Of course, the Book of Job
is filled with cries of lament, but we shall leave that for another time. We should also not forget about the Book
of Lamentations.
>> CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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>> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
It is possible that some may simply be part of a tribal
or faith culture that has one answer for every situation
and that is that, holding a hard line on their theological
position on providence on which they were raised. Often
this becomes the proverbial square peg being crammed
into a round hole of people’s souls piercing through their
already broken hearts and we wonder why they stop
attending church or give up on faith altogether? God be
merciful to me a sinner. I have been guilty of this in my
own service of God’s precious people. How? By simply
holding to and speaking a theological position instead
of holding the person as they weep and listening to their
pain (Romans 12:15). I will admit there have been times
that I did not like the answer I felt I had to give because
that is what we “always say” to those who are suffering.
This seems to be the most common response of many
with whom I serve, as well.
Finally, for the moment, there is the possibility that they
have not themselves suffered actual loss or hardship.
Therefore, they have not been afforded the glorious
opportunity to wrestle with God in the middle of the
night while drowning in personal grief and loss, an
experience I wish we could avoid but alas we cannot.
I often see and hear this in new, young, and often
inexperienced ministers and church leaders, both men
and women, who because of a lack of life and ministry
experience and/or proper training often default to
parroting what their tribe says, what they have heard
from their favorite podcast, or go to common cultural
platitudes, because they have not needed to personally,
or wanted to relationally, get into the tumultuous
waters of suffering with those who are drowning in
them. They have never experienced the joy found in
the journey, walking locked arm in arm with someone.
Never surviving the storm in lockstep with other faithful
believers who would not leave their side until God’s hand
calmed the waves. They have never rejoiced and wept
with uncontrollable and overwhelming emotion as God
brings them into a new and refreshing season of hope
and healing that has dawned for them after the painful
long night. As we are taught by the preacher, “Two are
better than one, because they have a good reward for
their labor, for if they fall, one will lift up his companion.
But woe to him who is alone when he falls, for he has
no one to help him up. Again, if two lie down together,
they will keep warm; but how can one be warm alone?
Though one may be overpowered by another, two
can withstand him. And a threefold cord is not quickly
broken.” (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12) Never forget that real
ministry is always messy, (Proverbs 14:4) especially when
we jump into the mud with someone.
Now, for the record, to our younger and faithful Jesuslovers, not having WIFI is not a hardship or suffering,
it’s just inconvenient. When someone disagrees with
you it is not the end of the world. So, relax and get
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over yourself. Pride really does make us all ugly and
ineffective, both young and old, and never gives us a
solution to suffering and pain. (Psalm 138:6; Proverbs
3:34; Proverbs 29:23; Matthew 23:12; Luke 1:52; James
4:6; 1 Peter 5:5) Never, and I mean never, say to someone
who is in pain that you understand in order to fill the
uncomfortable dead air of the moment. Why? Because
you don’t. You are not in their shoes, and even a
common experience is not their experience, but you can
hold them up and walk alongside them in true love and
fellowship as we are called to, as the “now” and “not yet”
Kingdom community of followers of Almighty Jesus.
Paul in his last letter to the Corinthian Church writes,
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort,
who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be
able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the
comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by
God. For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our
consolation also abounds through Christ. Now if we are
afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is
effective for enduring the same sufferings which we also
suffer. Or if we are comforted, it is for your consolation
and salvation. And our hope for you is steadfast,
because we know that as you are partakers of the
sufferings, so also you will partake of the consolation.”
(2 Corinthians 1:3-7) Experience is a wonderful teacher
(James 1:2-5), and at times a cruel master in the
classroom of our walk through this life. When we suffer
eventually the pain lessens, but it is never truly gone.
Rose Kennedy said, “It has been said, ‘time heals all
wounds.’ I do not agree. The wounds remain. In time, the
mind, protecting its sanity, covers them with scar tissue
and the pain lessens. But it is never gone.” This is what
helps us be kind, compassionate, sensitive, and helpful
to others in a time of crisis: our own pain and scars. We
all need to also recognize when we are out of our depth
and unable to help someone. We would help them best
by finding someone who can. For example, if you are a
single young pastor, you may not be qualified to help a
marriage on the brink of divorce. Yes, you have the Bible,
but you also have a church of older married couples that
would be glad to share their experiences with a hurting
couple on the edge. Just some food for thought.
________
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BY:

Are you overwhelmed with life? With emotions? With crazy thoughts swirling out of control? With plans to do?
With plans yet to make? With sick kids? With aging parents? With work taking over? With exhaustion? With the
little things adding up to big things? With things not adding up at all?
How on earth do you cope? How do you clear your
head? How do you see through the thick soup of
anxious feelings? How do you move past the here and
now? How do you go deep? How do you show the light
of Christ when the life inside you is crying? How do you
keep going?
The thick blanket of life feels like a coffin ready to
close and suffocate. The air is heavy. The breath of life
feels like it’s snuffed out. The darkness of shadows is
overtaking your being. Where is the light? Where can
you run? Who can help? Who is bigger than this?
Read Psalm 61. When my heart is overwhelmed...I will
look to God alone. God my Rock.
When I am so movable and wishy-washy when I can’t
quite grasp the truth. What next?
God my ROCK, God my Refuge, God my Hope, God my
Relief, God my Everlasting Light.
What is truth in these emotional flights? When do I take
that awful thought captive and hold it against the Truth
of God’s Word?
The ‘what ifs’ in life are not for me to consider. The ‘what
ifs’ are for the God, my Rock to deal with, to plan, to
direct, to orchestrate. How can I, a little human, take care
of all the details that go into moving into the comfort of
God, my ROCK?

He has been working on these events that are attached
to the emotions of life, for a really long time, since
creation, in fact. He knew you in your mother’s womb.
He put all your parts together. He gave you your
personality, your abilities, your future. He gave you the
choice to listen to Him or to reject Him. To listen to Him
you need to see things from His perspective. He loves
you so much that when you didn’t even know Him, He
sent Love to earth to be beaten and die in place of
you. To reject Him means that you don’t want Love to
cover you, to hold you tight and take you to amazing
places. That Love is Jesus. That Love is His word of truth
and hope and peace and joy and eternity in Heaven
with Him.
So dear one, when the thick darkness rolls in, take a
stand and seek the Rock that is higher than you. Seek
the Creator of your mind. Seek the Truth of who you
really are. Seek what He seeks. Seek the Abba Father.
As you seek the true Savior, join in with others to
learn who He is. How He saves and how He is your
Abba Father.
Ladies of Watersprings, join us on April 1st for our
Ladies Night Out. Roxie Boyle will be sharing about our
Abba Father.
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DON’T MISS THESE AMAZING UPCOMING EVENTS
Get your tickets today!
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OPEN ENROLLMENT UPDATE!
Open enrollment is well underway for the 2022-2023 school year. We already have approximately 450
students enrolled! Our classrooms are filling up quickly so space is limited. Don’t delay, apply online now at
waterspringsschool.net to secure your child’s spot! If you have any questions regarding the admissions process,
please do not hesitate to contact either school office.

SENIOR SIGNING

DR. SEUSS WEEK

Senior Parker Strahm signs with the Montana Western
Bulldogs Football Program! Way to go Parker; we are so
proud of you!

Our students had a lot of fun celebrating Dr. Seuss
Week; preschool even had a visit from The Cat in
the Hat!

7TH GRADE FROG DISSECTION

Things got a little wild in Life Science as our 7th graders took on the task of dissecting frogs!

Partnering with Christian parents, Watersprings School
provides a Christ-centered education built upon a biblical
foundation of love, truth, and discipline and trains students
spiritually, academically, physically, and socially for a
lifetime of glorifying and serving the Lord.
6

OPPORTUNITIES FOR EMPLOYMENT
Watersprings School is growing and we are looking to fill multiple positions next year. We have teaching, aides, and
kitchen positions available. If you love Jesus and His kids, we would love to partner with you. Please complete an online application at waterspringsschool.net under About > Employment.
From Preschool to 12th Grade, we have a lot going on here at Watersprings School. Check it out!

STEM PROJECTS

6th graders built roller coasters to demonstrate the laws
of motion and inertia!

3rd graders partnered up to create their very own Food
Trucks. They had to work together to create a logo, a
slogan, and build a menu with prices!

2ND GRADE DRY ICE EXPERIMENT

While studying Matter, you just HAVE to experiment with dry ice! 2nd graders learned all about it and were able to
taste ice cream made from dry ice. Yum!

Partnering in Christian education is a joy and a
privilege like no other. If you love Jesus and want to
partner with us in training up the next generation,
we ask you to prayerfully consider completing an
Employment Application.
7

EASTER & TRADITIONS
by guest contributor, Derek Barmby for Watersprings Family Ministries

The Easter holiday is fast approaching us, and our culture has associated various beliefs and practices for this
specific day. Within Christian tradition we recognize the death and resurrection of Christ. Pagan traditions have been
known to associate Easter time with fertility as well as numerous gods and festivals. This cultural clash raises a few
questions: What is the responsibility for the believer? What is the impact of our actions when culture and traditions
overlap? What does this mean for being teachers of the Word to “little ones” and unbelievers? These questions will
hopefully be answered as we look closer into the heart of the matter for Easter.
What is our responsibility as believers? First off, we need
to be in a constant state of seeking the Lord’s wisdom,
while growing and maturing in the faith. This is done
through participating in community and discipleship as
well as testing what we learn to be in alignment with
God’s Word. Properly understanding Scripture and
knowing how to apply it is how we continue to grow as
believers. In Hebrews we see the necessity for growing
in the Word; from milk to meat, (Hebrews 5:12). This sets
the precedent that we need to think deeply about the
Word, culture, tradition, God’s will, and His purpose.

When we celebrate, we celebrate because of what God
has done. We celebrate His salvific grace and sacrifice
which leads us to new life and hope for eternity with
Him. Whether it be Christmas, Easter, Halloween, or any
other observance, we must look at it through the lens
of the Cross. We need to find how it models salvation
and new life. For those of us who have children, we can
share with them the reasons why we celebrate Easter.
We share the resurrection of Christ and the reason for
our hope for new life, as well as our absolute assurance
of eternal life.

The believer has been tasked to live in the world
but not be of the world, (John 17:14-16). Historically,
there are conflicting origins of specific holidays such
as Easter, Halloween, and even Christmas, which
involve pagan and heathenistic traditions. The pagan
traditions affiliated with Easter are varied. Different
cultures around the world have countless takes on their
celebrations as varying cultures celebrate around this
time for different reasons. Some for fertility, others
to highlight winter transitioning to springtime. Other
cultures celebrate new life, and others still use the time
to honor gods and goddesses. We, as believers in Jesus,
have the responsibility to not give validation to pagan
belief systems, and keep the focus on God, the creator
of heaven and earth, our Messianic King.

We do not have to be beholden to “pagan rituals” or
“traditions.” Holidays are Holy-days. Do not let the world
distract you away from what our Lord has done for us.
Never forget how He loves us. To honor Him with our
traditions and lives is very appropriate and essential.
When culture tells us to find eggs on the lawn because
the Easter bunny left them, we owe it to our little ones
to explain that this is culture. We can still celebrate with
egg hunts, barbecues, and other traditions, but we need
to tie it back to the gift of Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross,
and the new life we embrace in eternity with our Lord.
Celebrating the new life of creation in springtime and
congregating with loved ones is in no way antithetical
to Scripture. It is our responsibility as believers to always
point back to Him and nothing else.

Whatever we spend our time on will consume us. “As
someone thinks within himself so is he.” (Proverbs 23:7)
Therefore, we ought to strive for heavenly purpose
and seek to glorify God and the truth of the Cross in
all that we do. It is our choice; do we want to find the
truth of the Cross in what we practice, or do we choose
to tribalize ourselves and look for sin everywhere
in everything?

The danger of being consumed with avoiding pagan
traditions or identifying such as sinful behavior negates
the historical purpose centered around glorifying, and
remembering God’s love for us. We need to be vigilant
of this and not be distracted by sniffing for sin in every
little fun activity. Just as Hebrews points, out we need to
be focused on Jesus (Hebrews 12:2).
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Overemphasis on sin can cause one to become
consumed with identifying sin where there is none.
Such behavior borders on piousness when not kept
in check. It’s reminiscent of the Pharisees in the New
Testament with their rules of exerting work on the
Sabbath. Avoidance of work became the priority
rather than the concept of resting and reflecting on
the Lord’s provisions. They considered the disciples
guilty of working as they fed themselves from a field
on the Sabbath (Mark 2:23-28). But Jesus clarified the
purpose of the Sabbath was to reflect and glorify God
through our behaviors, not to seek piety by obsessing
over compliance.
The impact of our actions as believers is significant.
What we say and do can and will affect how others
form their perception of the Father. Obsession can
cause others to miss the point of why we as believers
celebrate holidays like Easter. Obsessiveness is a trait
that can be passed on to others; especially to others
who are learning. Focusing too much on a behavior will
cause the behavior to become enticing to someone who
is only invested at a compliance level. Telling a person
to avoid a thing will not be enough motivation to avoid
said thing. It will only cause an obsession over the thing,
and likely trigger an impulse to engage with that which
was to be avoided.
When it comes to Easter, we need to critically think
about how to see God and His glory through traditions,
even the man-made ones. The Lord’s teachings
are found all over creation (Romans 1:20, John 1:3).
Identifying Christ in what man has created is not the
same as condoning the practice. It is refocusing the
purpose on Christ.
Unbridled focus on avoiding pagan practice promotes
a Pharisaical approach to behavior. We do not want to
shift the purpose of life to “sin hunting” as opposed to
looking for the identity and divinity of Christ in all things
(1 Corinthians 8:6). Sin hunting sends the message that
everything is about compliance to a moral authority,
causing sin avoidance to be the goal rather than loving
and living for Jesus.
Lastly, there are mental health concerns with these
impacts. Narcissism, anxiety and depression can emerge.
If the root of behavior is not addressed and guided
towards purpose through the Holy Spirit, then we are
left to the prides of life. The Pharisaical approach leads
to narcissism in that sin avoidance needs to be for the
pursuit of holiness, not for the sake of elevating above
your peers, (Luke 18:10-14). Motives can be self-serving
with the impact being centered on compliance. Left
unchecked this behavior corrupts and draws us further
away from the Father.

Issues of anxiety may manifest with the inability to
obtain perfection. This could appear as not being able to
measure up to expectations. Self-perception is affected
as the psyche develops an identity centered on being
unforgivable. When hopelessness emerges, depression
can follow. It is up to us as believers to be intentional
about what and how we communicate.
We cannot underestimate the impact of narratives that
guides our lives and how it influences those around
us. The impact it has on others necessitates correctly
understanding scripture and how to apply it as we
engage with the world. It is incumbent on us as Christfollowers to teach others about the truth of Christ Jesus.
We are ambassadors for Christ and represent Him by
teaching about Him.
Additionally, we need to pass on scriptural principles
to others as Hebrews references believers becoming
teachers of the Word. We teach and disciple others
as we grow in the faith. We seek maturity and not
to be satisfied with the milk of our faith. When we
become teachers of the Word, we seek to accurately
communicate scripture to others, while pointing to the
Lord’s salvific plan through Scripture and creation.
We engage in teaching the Word as we disciple others
new in the faith (Colossians 3:16). We are responsible
for guiding little ones with reverence. Jesus spoke of
not causing them to stumble (Matthew 18:6). We pass
the Word of God from generation to generation. This
becomes essential as we raise our children in the Word
of God guiding them towards life eternal with our
Heavenly Father.
We can demonstrate with our witness a life consumed
by living in the salvific gift of restoration; not caught
up in the trappings of sin-hunting in order to create
compliance. As we move forward into the Easter Holyday let us celebrate God’s gracious gift of salvation, and
seek to teach others about His eternal gift of love. We
can seek to separate the paganism and heathenistic
practices that have become associated with the day of
celebration in the hope of Christ. Let us inform and lead
our little ones into the truth that is God’s greatest gift
and demonstrate His great love for us.
Derek Barmby has a background in mental health and behavioral
health care, specializing in counseling for addiction and substance
abuse disorder. While living in the California greater bay area
his practice focused on adult and adolescents with the recovery
population. His work spanned throughout group homes, hospitals,
and private practice. Derek is married to Claire since 2010 and they
have four children ages 10, 6, 3 years, and one arriving in May. Derek
and Claire serve as servant leaders for our young family group
at Watersprings.
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A 4-WEEK SERIES FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT ON EASTER
SERIES OVERVIEW:
Did you know that the largest Easter egg in the
world lives in Vegreville, Canada? Did you know
that the most popular Easter candy in the world
is Reese’s Peanut Butter Chocolate Eggs? There’s
a ton of fun trivia around the theme of Easter, but
the best questions to ask kids are about Jesus. Did
you know we can love Jesus more than anything?
Did you know Jesus is King over everything? Did
you know Jesus is alive? Did you know we can
trust Jesus? Whatever their answer, invite kids to
go beyond the facts and win the grand prize of
knowing Jesus for themselves!

EXPEDITION
COMPETITION
WINNERS 2022
Trek Games - 2nd place
Journey Games - 1st place
Trek Bible Quiz - 2nd place
Chase Capron, Neeko Richards,
Alexander Aikey, Sarah Fugh
Journey Bible Quiz Team 1 3rd place
Anna Fugh, Molly Fugh, Nick
Garcia, Ryan Garnier
Journey Bible Quiz Team 2 5th place
Nyekah Richards, Ben Fugh,
Christian Neander
Journey Essay Competition
Sharice Searle - 1st place
Conner Searle - 2nd place
Liam Searle - 3rd place
Skit - Journey 1st place
Anna Fugh, Ben Fugh, Molly
Fugh, Mitzi Garnier, Ryan Garnier,
Rocky Hartridge, Brecklynn Kidd,
Madison Kincaid, Troy Mooney,
Christian Neander, Connor Searle,
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Liam Searle, Marcus Searle,
Savannah Searle, Sharice Searle,
Halle Waldron, Nick Garcia,
Nyekah Richards
Instrumental Solo Trek
Anna Cochran - 1st place
Instrumental Solo Journey
Madison Kincaid - 2nd place
Musical ensemble - Journey
1st place
Madison Kincaid, Sharice Searle,
Sarah Fugh, Christian Neander,
Mitzi Garnier
Trek 2D Art
Zeal Neander - 2nd place
Journey 2D Art
Troy Mooney - 2nd place
Madison Kincaid - 3rd place

Trek 3D Art
Gabriel Marr - 2nd place
Trek 3D Art (heritage and
industrial)
Gabby Capron - 1st place
Chase Capron - 2nd place
Trek Lego Sculpture
Marcus Searle - 1st place
Journey 3D Art
Ryan Garnier - 1st place
Mitzi Garnier - 2nd place
Journey Color Photography
Ben Fugh - 3rd Place
Journey Black/White Photography
Ryan Garnier - 1st place

THE JOY JOURNEY

This Easter you are invited to go on a journey. A journey that gives us a chance to look into the work of our Lord and
Savior. We must look beyond the trials, the troubles and the tears of this world and remember the JOY that is waiting
for us. Scan the QR code below and print and cut out the 20 activities and put them in plastic eggs. Number each
egg with a sharpie and place them in a bowl. The goal is to do one activity per day during the days leading up to
Easter and prayerfully engage your kiddos in the sweet message of our Lord’s journey to joy.

SUPPLY LIST
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Praise Poster – Poster board, craft supplies (markers,
crayons, glitter, etc.)
Cross Suncatcher – Contact paper, painter’s tape,
tissue paper squares, Bible
Chocolate Bunny – Large chocolate bunny, FREE
Printable note from happyhomefairy.com
Chalk Messages – Chalk
Science Experiment – White carnation, vase, water,
red food coloring, Bible
Mail Eggs – Jumbo-sized plastic Easter eggs, treats,
clear packing tape, FREE Printable Easter Notes at
happyhomefairy.com, mailing label
Easter Song – Singing voices!
Resurrection Garden – Round cookie/pizza sheet,
dirt, twigs, plants (optional), rocks, etc.
‘Tis So Sweet – Marshmallow Peep, microwave-safe
plate, microwave, Bible
Egg-ing – 12 plastic Easter eggs, Easter treats, FREE
Printable Egg-ing sign from happyhomefairy.com

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dye Eggs – Hard-boiled eggs, dye kit, white crayon
Tape Resist Cross – Canvas, painter’s tape, paint,
Bible
Palm Sunday – Stick, scissors, green paper, tape,
Bible
Light of the World – Trick candles, cupcakes
Maundy Thursday – Bread or crackers, grape juice,
Bible
A Servant’s Heart – Bucket of water, soap, towels,
Bible
The Garden Prayer – A garden or park
Good Friday – Red marker and black pen, Bible
Saturday – Easter lily, FREE Printable from
happyhomefairy.com
EASTER – Resurrection Rolls (recipe at
happyhomefairy.com)

Scan the QR code with your phone camera and print
or visit this website
https://happyhomefairy.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/skmbt_c55214032710200.pdf
Activity courtesy of Happy Home Fairy. https://happyhomefairy.com/the-joy-journey-christ-centered-easter-activities-free-printable/#

11

MONTHLY HAPPENINGS
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1

Ladies Night Out - 7:00pm / Fellowship Hall

2

Men’s Breakfast - 8:30am / Fellowship Hall

2-3

Guest Worship Artist Evan Egerer - All Services
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Parent Workshop - 6:00pm / Fellowship Hall

15

Good Friday Service - 6:00pm / Sanctuary

16

Easter Church Gatherings - 7:00pm / Sanctuary

17

Easter Church Gatherings - 9am,10:45am,12:30pm / Sanctuary

30

Resolve Men’s Conference - 8:30am / Sanctuary

Thank you for being a part of
the Watersprings family!

(208) 524-4747

watersprings.net

@go2watersprings
@Watersprings Church

