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M O N T H LY  N E W S L E T T E R

SUFFERING, DECREE, PROVIDENCE, AND ME - PART 4
To understand God’s providence (or more directly the theology of providence) and how it works out practically in 
our lives, ministry, and the world around us, we will need to understand what God’s Decree or Foreordination is; What 
is providence in a general sense? What is divine providence? What providence is not false providence? What are the 
different ways the church has worked out the theology of providence practically? And finally, how can we bring it all 
together without having an existential crisis or complete meltdown of faith when suffering?

How do we communicate a general definition of the divine and the theology of providence/God’s providence? I have 
found, that it can be harder than you might think. Before we go there, it is beneficial for us to understand Decree or 
Foreordination. (See Psalm 33; Isaiah 14:24-27; Ephesians 1:11) To put it simply in two words; it is God’s plan. Dr. Gerry 
Breshears makes the point about God’s foreordained decree;

“This ultimate plan is to make a beautiful bride for His precious Son and to crush the Serpent together.” What 
God has decreed or foreordained to be, will be. Henry Thiessen’s definition is; “Decree is God’s eternal purpose, 
based on His most wise and holy counsel, whereby He freely and unchangeably, for His own glory, ordained, either 
efficaciously or permissively (perceptively), all that comes to pass.” Louis Berkhof also writes in his Systematic 
Theology of God’s Decree, “That eternal plan by which God has rendered certain all the events of the universe.” For 
the purpose of breaking this down, God has a plan (decree). He is going to work out said plan (providence), and the 
theology of providence is how we seek to understand how He practically works out His decree or divine plan. I would 
note at this point, this is all for our best understanding from a limited and finite perspective. It can be a real mind-
bender if we become overly determined to figure out all the ways of God’s working. Lest we forget, Isaiah 55:8-9 
YHWH says, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,’ says the Lord. ‘For as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.”

What is the significance of providence in general? Providence in general can be defined as God’s active interaction 
throughout history in providing for the needs of human beings, especially those who follow Him in faith. This care is 
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not limited to just those who love and follow Him. Jesus 
teaches us that all are blessed by God’s provincial care 
in some way, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall 
love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to 
you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do 
good to those who hate you, and pray for those who 
spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be 
sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise 
on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just 
and on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, 
what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors 
do the same? And if you greet your brethren only, 
what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax 
collectors do so? Therefore, you shall be perfect, just 
as your Father in heaven is perfect.” (Matthew 5:43-48, 
emphases added). Even those who choose to reject 
God, those who oppose Him or deny His goodness and 
provision, He loves and provides for anyway. Providence 
is happening because God cares about His creation 
and everyone in it. (2 Peter 3:9; Romans 6:10; Hebrews 
10:1ff) Jesus is teaching us to do the same and be like 
the Father and care for those who reject us and Him. 
For His followers, He is the reason for perpetual, praise 
and thankfulness to God, especially in light of the 
ultimate provision of salvation through the sacrifice of 
Jesus on the Cross. The Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible 
puts it like this, “It is the evidence that God has not left 
this planet alone in the vast universe or forgotten for 
a moment the human situation. God visits, touches, 
communicates, controls, and intervenes, coming before 
and between man and his needs. Providence is grounds 
for thankfulness.”  Lest we should forget, in the middle 
of our conversations about providence and suffering 
and countless other hard things, God loves and cares 
for us all and is worthy of our worship and thankfulness. 
(Ezra 3:11; Psalm 7:17; 9:1; 35:18; 69:30; 95:1-3; 100:4-5; 
106:1; 107:21-22; 118:1; 147:7; Daniel 2:23; Ephesians 5:18-
20; Philippians 4:6-7; Colossians 2:6-7; 3:15-17; 4:2; I 
Thessalonians 5:16-18; Hebrews 12:28-29; 13:15-16) 

What is divine providence or the theology of providence 
then? Unlike deism, as seen above, traditional theism 
holds that God is the creator of Heaven and earth, 
and everything that occurs within His creation takes 
place under divine providence. This providence is to be 
understood as God’s divine and sovereign guidance and 
control. According to believers, God governs creation as 
a loving father, working all things for good.  The Revised 
International Standard Bible Encyclopedia defines divine 
providence as follows:

The word “provide” (Lat providere) means 
etymologically “to foresee.” The corresponding Greek 
word is prónoia, meaning “forethought.” The noun is 
used in the NT of human foresight (Acts 24:2; Romans 
13:14; cf. also the verb in Romans 12:17; 2 Corinthians 8:21; 
1 Timothy 5:8). Foresight, however, implies more than 
seeing in advance. It also implies anticipation, so that 

steps are taken either to meet a need that is seen or to 
lead to a result that is envisaged or planned. It is in this 
sense that pre-vision becomes pro-vision. The provident 
person is the one who makes arrangements to deal with 
contingencies or to reach established goals. Applied 
to God, providence obviously includes the divine 
foreseeing, but in God foreseeing has an even fuller 
and broader reference in view of the divine overruling. 
Providence, then, is the preservation, superintendence, 
and teleological direction of all things by God. It is 
the divine governance whereby all possible events 
are woven into a coherent pattern and all possible 
developments are shaped to accomplish the divinely 
instituted goal.

I found that definition to be somewhat satisfying 
because it seems just open enough to fit in some 
way the four different views of providence. I found 
it easy to discover right out of the gate differing 
definitions from various sources, each unique in their 
own way, depending on how they view the theology 
of providence. We will come back to all these later but 
here they are in short. There is Meticulous Providence, 
(Calvinist View), where God ordains evil for His greater 
glory and our greater good, Active Providence, 
(Calminian View), where God is at war with evil usually 
overcoming it with good, and Free Will Providence, 
(Arminian View), where God allows us to choose evil 
for the sake of a true and loving relationship. Keeping 
in mind, God gives people permission to choose but 
not permission to do evil. Finally, there is Dynamic 
Providence, (Open Theology), where God is risking 
failure while working against the unforeseen actions of 
evil to accomplish His will. All of these have a basis in 
God’s Word with some seeming to have more biblical 
evidence than others, but they are all there. As we 
would expect from a historically and theologically 
contested subject there is some conflict here. After 
all, the churches of God seem to, at times, become 
more concerned that their individually developed 
denominational dogma as the best way of doing or 
understanding things. We have become comfortable on 
the battlefield and numb to the destruction our public 
bickering and infighting has reaped in our witness 
of faith to the world (Galatians 5:15-17). We are often 
devouring one another when we are to be loving one 
another (John 13:34-35). We seem to have misplaced 
our collective mission for the Gospel with the need 
to be the ones with the right view of providence and 
many other things as we seek to “major in the minors” 
forgetting our primary mission (Matthew 28:18-20). 
Can’t we all just get along, listen to, seek to learn from, 
and love one another. It is tragic when we become more 
concerned about being right, in any given position or 
subject, than being loving members of God’s Kingdom.

BY: 
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A 5-WEEK SERIES FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT ON THE 
EARLY CHURCH
SERIES OVERVIEW: 

How many ways can you send a message? There 
are so many unique ways! Special deliveries are 
the best but even better are the messages found 
in each package. This month, we are going to 
look at the most important message that was 
ever sent out and how we are meant to be the 
ones delivering it. Kids are God’s messengers who 
can share the stories of God’s miracles and help. 
Get kids involved in helping God’s message go 
everywhere because God delivers everyone!

If you love Jesus, we are in need of Ministry Partners for Weekend and 
Wednesday night services. Please message Tiffany or fill out a Ministry 

Partnership Application on the Watersprings Church website. To be added to our 
monthly parent newsletter, please message Tiffany at Tiffany@watersprings.net
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WATERSPRINGS SCHOOL 25TH ANNIVERSARY
Did you know that this 2021-2022 school year is Watersprings School’s 25th Anniversary? 25 years ago we opened 
the school doors with a couple of staff members and only a handful of students. Through God’s grace and provision, 
Watersprings School has grown into something that is abundantly above all that we could ever ask or think! We now 
have close to 500 students enrolled from Preschool through 12th grade. We are so incredibly blessed to pour the 
love of Jesus into our students each and every day. We are so thankful to be a part of this community and partner 
with parents in Christian education.

PRESCHOOL & ELEMENTARY FOOD DRIVE
In February the Preschool and Elementary students participated in a Food Drive. The food was collected for the 
CPC Helping Hand Mobile Pantry, a Christian food bank that serves families in Idaho Falls. Thanks to the generosity 
of our Watersprings families we were able to stock all the shelves in the pantry, plus the pallet of surplus! Way to 
go Warriors!

CHILDREN WITH FAITH ORPHANAGE-NINOS CON FE CASA 
HOGAR A.C.
Watersprings School has weekly chapels where the children are able to experience a mini church service of their very 
own. During each chapel, we collect an offering that goes directly to Ninos con Fe Casa in Mexico. So far this year we 
have been able to send $1,184.19 and we endeavor to double that amount by the end of the school year!
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“You were once darkness, but now are light in the Lord. Live as children of light…”

The Christian experience is one of transformation. It is a process that begins with an event. That event, in the context 
of moving from darkness into light, can be aptly described as enlightenment. It begins when a person comes to the 
realization that their life is one of comparable darkness when juxtaposed against the light of who God is and His 
eternal glory. (John 8:12) When properly responded to, this revelation, that there is a God and I’m not Him, enables us 
to look into the light and believe. And in so believing we have life. And that life is the light of all mankind. (John 1:4)

We are further enlightened as we desire to know the one true light and accept Him for who He is and what He has 
done for us and thereby be reborn as His children. (John 3:3) So we become children of the light, having moved from 
the darkness of our old life, (Romans 13:13) into His light. (Romans 13:12; Matthew 5:14)

As the transformation progresses, there are certain changes that take place. The Holy Spirit lives in us and teaches 
us. Our understanding of God’s Word becomes more relevant and vibrant. (John 14:25) Those moving into the light 
take on a new attitude. This is characterized by peace, joy, increased love for others, kindness and self-control among 
others. An individual will read the Word with new eyes and desire to obey all he reads. (John 14:21; Matthew 22:37) 
As a person moves away from the darkness of their former identity, into the light of a new creation, this promotes a 
hunger to learn more and be more. This is accomplished through regular, fervent prayer, increased sensitivity to the 
leading of the Holy Spirit and fellowship with other travelers along this path. These people help each other through 
prayer and study of the Word. (Acts 14:22)

This continuing illumination and new identity (Ephesians 3:14) brings with it a sense of responsibility - not an attempt 
to earn the gift but an appropriate response to undeserved grace. This manifests as an increased desire to give to 
those in need (Matthew 25:40) and to share what Jesus’ sacrifice has done for us. This can be seen as a sharing of 
one’s testimony or teaching the Word to new believers. (Acts 8:31) Also, one might be led to missionary work to 
reach out to those still ignorant of Jesus’ redemptive work. (Matthew 28:19-20)

As stated at the beginning, this transformation from darkness into light is a lifelong process that is ongoing but 
at some point becomes a way of life epitomized by a life of love. Loving up toward God who gave His all that we 
might live, loving inwardly toward those who share in this illuminating transformation, and loving out toward those 
who desperately need to experience the joy of salvation in the one, true light and finally, loving now. Not waiting, 
not making excuses, not fearful of what others think but now as He gives us opportunity. This, then, is the awesome 
privilege of living as children of light because; “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
special possession, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.” 
(1 Peter 2:9)

Kevin Finnigan serves the body here at Watersprings on several levels. He teaches one of our L.I.F.E. Classes (the trailhead to the pathway to 
discipleship and service), as well as the Saturday morning men’s study. Kevin has been married 35 years to Dru who serves in our KidMin and sings 
in our Events Choir. They have two adult children, Jacob and Katie, and two grandchildren.

LIVING AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT

Word Art by Kevin Finnigan
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In ancient China, legalism was a philosophical belief 
developed by Han Feizi centered on the idea that 
humans are motivated by self-interest and require strict 
laws to control their impulses (Legalism, E. Mark). In 
Christianity, we see this term commonly associated with 
the behavior of Pharisees and a works-based theology. 
We as Christians need to understand and address the 
concept of legalism. When sin is present, we need to 
stand up against it and speak truth. In this article, we will 
explore the heart behind legalism, the ramifications of 
legalism, and how to avoid the trappings of legalism. 

In Christendom, legalism is the belief that an individual 
can accomplish their way toward heavenly reward. It 
is simpler to cleave to a set of standards rather than 
address one’s heart as the motivation. Unfortunately, 
therein lies the problem. A heart that is outwardly 
motivated fizzles out. This is due to a lack of 
transformative sanctification pleasing to a Holy God.  

Legalism tends to birth narcissism, and judgment, which 
leads to a condemnation of anyone not adhering to 
subjective expectations for righteousness. The legalist 
can develop a “holier than thou” attitude based on their 
continuous effort exerted in keeping laws or standards 
of morality. In essence, the legalist obeys, but does 
not transform. Originally the legalist may have had 
heartfelt motivation, but the slippery slope leads to 
narcissism. Their brand of Christianity becomes akin to 
flawlessness, and there is condemnation for those who 
fail to meet their expectations. Therefore, the individual 
becomes, in effect, a god in their own making, which 
becomes conflated with our Holy God and His will for 
true holiness. 

A heart consumed by keeping the standard is no 
longer focused on loving God and His people. This 
kind of bitterness spews hate and vitriol. (Luke 6:45) 
Jesus confronts legalism in the heart of the Pharisees. 
Many times, He rebukes them addressing their twisted 
priorities and self-righteousness. (Luke 16:14-15) 

Legalism, like that in the Pharisees, elevates oneself 
and accomplishments higher than the Lord’s priorities. 
This demonstrates a fixation with self. Humility is 
absent. An addiction to self emerges. The individual 
becomes consumed with his or her own behavior and 
victory in keeping the law. Legalism espouses worth 
based on the accomplishments one has achieved. It 
diminishes salvific grace and the need of a Holy God. It 
is false righteousness.

When humanity plays God, evil is right around the 
corner. People become blinded to their own pride, and 
become unaware of their false witness. They, in effect, 
believe their own lies as truth, and push this onto others. 
Often this happens through emotional manipulation; not 
meeting the standard is identified as sinful. A gospel full 
of grace identifies sinfulness originating from matters of 
the heart. The actions of an individual are varied through 
environment, biology, past experiences, mood, belief, 
and so forth. Negating this context can be damaging to 
someone’s emotional, and spiritual welfare. This is not 
the behavior of Christ’s ambassadorship. God calls us to 
be reconciliatory, and to live peaceably. (Ephesians 4:32, 
Hebrews 12:4)

Legalism redefines the nature of God. It alters His 
character into that of something resembling mankind’s 
sinful nature rather than that of a divine Holy God. The 
legalist perverts God’s character as cynical, heavy-
handed, authoritarian, and hellbent on perfection. 

Often those beginning in faith are enamored with the 
concept of grace. To suddenly have to reconcile this 
with rigidity, and an unforgiving standard is confusing 
and heartbreaking. Categorically, legalism can go 
hand in hand with spiritual abuse. Legalism supposes 
the Legalist represents God, while asserting their own 
standards onto others. Noncompliance with this would 
mean being outside the will of God, or having the 
authenticity of their salvation questioned.

SELF-RIGHTEOUS LEGALISM: SPIRITUAL ABUSE
by Derek Barmby, Guest Contributor for Watersprings Family Ministries
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The Legalist has more to worry about in terms of falling 
out of God’s will, rather than those whom they influence. 
In our society, there are abuse laws that protect victims 
in a hierarchical power relationship between subordinate 
and superior. The subordinate is commonly identified 
as the recipient of abuse. The same can apply in the 
Christian setting. We would call this spiritual abuse, and 
we know through Scripture that Jesus warned about 
leading young ones astray. (Luke 17:2) 

Misguiding others in the faith is destructive to 
community. If people hold to a moralistic standard 
because they are instructed to hold to moralistic 
standard, then eventually, this behavior will cease when 
that behavior is no longer beneficial. Now some may 
stay more compliant due to guilt, fear and perfectionistic 
tendencies, but eventually the sinful heart will claim 
loyalty to the next priority that dominates. The heart 
left untransformed by the Holy Spirit will become 
clouded with the fog of sin, continually corroding until 
it cannibalizes itself into utter annihilation. A godless 
heart becomes hardened and wicked. (Jeremiah 17:9) 
We need to guard our hearts against legalism and the 
infection it can have on ourselves and our communities.

Staying away from legalism requires a prepared mind 
and heart. The believer needs to participate in continued 
sanctification. Often, when we no longer are sensitive to 
the sanctification process, it’s then that we veer off this 
transformative path. Sanctification requires humility to 
be open to the prodding of the Holy Spirit. As believers, 
we should pray for humility and be actively pursuing it. 
Proverbs says seek and you will find Me, (8:17). Pursuing 
the Lord will cause a transformation and softening of 
our hearts and spirits. This is the opposite characteristic 
of the prideful. Once the spirit is hardened, pridefulness 
follows. (Daniel 5:20)

Seeking after God’s heart will keep us in tune with His 
will. We will also develop empathy. When pridefulness 
and legalism are present, empathy is lost. The very 
nature of having a ministry of reconciliation, 2 
Corinthians 5:18, means we need to have empathy. This 
empathy highlights the grace we were given on the 
Cross. An empathetic heart will open us up to the hurt 
and struggle of others. We can achieve this as we stay in 
the Word and pray for a spirit of humility.

Sanctification cannot be achieved without the presence 
of God’s Word. We glean wisdom, insight, and the heart 
of God through it. Secondarily, we need to seek wise 
counsel. God has placed specific individuals in our lives 
for this purpose; sometimes we will need to actively look 
for them. Part of seeking wisdom is engaging the body 
of Christ and its leadership. (Colossians 3:16) Hebrews 

13:17). When we are in godly counsel, we have support 
for living lives of discipline. A disciplined life is a life 
sanctified or set apart from that of the world. We need 
to be careful to not fall into the temptation of making 
discipline into legalism, but with the Holy Spirit and 
godly counsel we have the ability to veer away from this.

We receive godly counsel through staying connected to 
the fellowship of believers. We do this by joining small 
groups and seeking out discipleship. Godly relationships 
give us the ability to learn more about God and His 
will through the perspectives of others. Relationships 
provide us with the opportunity for accountability. 
Through strengthening these relationships, we develop 
support and guidance in our sanctification. 

Finally, we need to remain submitted to the Lord in all 
that we do. Prayerfully seeking an attitude of submission 
will keep us in the will of God, and away from the 
trappings of narcissistic legalism. By submitting to God 
as the Lord of our lives we will experience salvation, 
grace, sanctification and humility. He will guide us 
in the Spirit and away from walking in the flesh. Full 
submission is not shying away from the difficult things 
God calls us to. Living with grace and the true standard 
of holiness is living in tension between the two. It is not 
easy, and requires intimacy with the Lord. It requires that 
we be contemplative and intentional with our actions. 
The easy road would be to follow whatever standard 
comes our way or a standard we constructed. 

Avoiding legalism is being prepared to challenge our pre 
conceived notions or test our motivations with Scripture. 
We need to allow God’s Word and the Holy Spirit to 
guide our convictions and opinions. 

Legalism is a manifestation of mankind seeking to be 
set apart. Legalistic Christians will take this concept 
and use it for personal gain and abuse toward others. 
Scripture speaks specifically to the sinfulness of these 
actions. As Christians, we need to be on alert of the 
heart condition in which legalism is birthed. We need to 
avoid the destructive path it creates. The Lord calls us 
to a standard of holiness, 1 Peter 1:16, but it is through 
the process of sanctification that we achieve this 
standard. We are sharpened through the Scriptures, the 
Holy Spirit, and wisdom of the saints. Without these 
safeguards we are left to our own devices and will 
spiral into sin. God’s grace is bigger than legalism and 
embodies our salvation. Through Him only, we are able 
to live in tension with grace and righteousness. “Trust in 
the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him and 
He will direct your paths. Be not wise in your own eyes 
fear the Lord and turn away from evil.” (Proverbs 3:5-7)
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Thank you for being a part of 
the Watersprings family!

(208) 524-4747       watersprings.net

@go2watersprings

@Watersprings Church

MONTHLY HAPPENINGS
1 Michael Jr. Comedy Show - 7:00pm / Sanctuary

1 LIFE Class Starts - 12:30pm / High School

6 Ladies Night Out - 7:00pm / Fellowship Hall

7 Men’s Breakfast - 8:00am / Fellowship Hall

7-8 Baptism Weekend - All Worship Services / Sanctuary

13 Night of Worship - 7:00pm / Creative Studio

22 Coffee with the Pastor - 2:00pm / Creative Studio

26 Pure Word Pizza Bust - 7:00pm / Fellowship Hall


