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SUFFERING, DECREE, PROVIDENCE, AND ME - PART 5
I have been taught in my tribal context that, “If the Bible says it, then that settles it!” That is great and all, but what if
the Bible holds more than one truth perspective in tension with another? What do we do with that? This is called an
antinomy. The origin of this word is from the late 16th century (in the sense “a conflict between two laws”): from Latin
antinomia, from Greek, from anti ‘against’ and nomos ‘law.’ Merriam-Webster defines this as “a contradiction between
two apparently equally valid principles or between inferences correctly drawn from such principles, or a fundamental
and apparently unresolvable conflict or contradiction.” As an example, the self-contradictory statement, “There is
no absolute truth” is considered an antinomy. Why? Because the statement itself is suggesting an absolute truth
and therefore denies the truth in the statement. “A paradox such as ‘this sentence is false’ can also be considered to
be an antinomy; for the sentence to be true, it must be false, and vice versa.” Oxford defines it as, “a contradiction
between two beliefs or conclusions that are in themselves reasonable; a paradox.” And a paradox is what we have
in the theology of providence. So, what we have here my friends is a paradox of biblical proportions. For myself and
many from my tribe, we have never concerned ourselves too deeply with the obvious conflict when it comes to the
theology of providence. In fact, I would wager most of them do not even know what it is. Why? Because we just
teach what is in front of us at the moment. If the passage reads from a Calvinist perspective we teach like a Calvinist.
If the passage reads like Arminianism we teach it like an Arminian and love one another along the way. Seems simple
enough, but not when we are faced with wondering where God is in our personal suffering or the suffering of others.
We can struggle deeply to find the answers and often find ourselves seeking comfort in one extreme view or another.
This can, at times, cause us to completely lose perspective entirely as we wrestle with these issues.
Before we go any further let’s look at what is false or counterfeit concepts of providence. All of these are based
on the denial of the personhood of God. The nonbelieving world has created quite a pile of erroneous ideas about
providence. “We may find them to be rational or irrational, consistent or arbitrary, but the one thing they all have in
common is they are impersonal.” (1) Fate or destiny. The faceless, foreboding, and fickle power that is beyond human
>> CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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control. (2) Luck or fortune, How the optimist speaks
of fortuitous times. (3) Serendipity. This takes credit for
unintentional discoveries of good things along the way
in life, but all the while refuses to acknowledge God. (4)
History: the idea that in some way “history is on our
side.” “Some Marxist propagandists have championed
their cause with this ideal. “History” in such a statement
appears to have taken on a divine dimension.” (5)
Progress: “The development of science and technology,
education and social evolution. (6) Nature: “Men like
Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau of
19thcentury New England attributed to ‘nature’ the gifts
of providence. Nature is abstract. It was but a short step
to personalize it as ‘mother nature.’” (7) Natural selection
and the survival of the fittest: Charles Darwin’s classic on
biological evolution, The Origin of the Species, appeared
in 1859, and the idea that “the fit survives” makes
providence altogether unnecessary. (8) Know-how or
applied science: Many people suspect that the human
race is sufficient in itself to make all things happen
whether good or bad. We are our own providence. But
actual history shows us we can do amazing things as
humanity (Genesis 11:6), but we are not able to control
things. That exists only within the providence of the
Almighty God. Yes, I know my Calvinist is showing.
Many of us can’t make our beds in the morning and
yet somehow think we can influence the direction of
the universe. Well, I suppose, we could pray. The Baker
Encyclopedia of the Bible states, “These counterfeit
views compete with the idea of God’s providence. Of
course, they cannot all be true. Nor can they satisfy
the inquirer whose personhood calls insistently for a
personal providence that reflects a knowledge of his
individual needs and uniqueness. Only the Christian
doctrine of providence provides that.
Whatever our position on the theology of providence,
be it, Calvinism, Calminian, Arminian, or Open Theology
there are some biblical givens in providence that most
agree upon. God never gives account to anyone. No one
and nothing can frustrate His decree. When He chooses
to act it will happen and there is no stopping it. (e.g.,
Psalm 33:9-10; 115:3) Within God’s creation, His creatures
are able to make morally significant free action that
can result in evil and evil is fundamentally irrational. Yet,
these free moral agents, be it, humans or angels, are
responsible for their sinful choices. Sin then is evil and
has immediate and delayed consequences personally
and corporately. God who is at the same time angry with
sin is loving and compassionate to sinners (Exodus 34:67) and dies for them on the Cross of Calvary. Dr. Gerry
Breshears points out, “The thesis that God isn’t good or
doesn’t care fails totally in light of the incarnation, life,
death of Jesus. One who doesn’t care simply wouldn’t
do that.” God chooses to join with us in our suffering
and is actively involved with us in His complete triune
nature. God is too good to do evil and too wise to make
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a mistake. He is loving enough and powerful enough to
do good in the worst of evil actions or circumstances.
(Romans 8:28) God’s glory is fully demonstrated in the
context of human suffering as He is present and faithful
with us. God’s glory shines in our faith response to God
in our circumstances, not our circumstances themselves.
We can rise above the storm knowing God is ever with
us doing good with the circumstance we find ourselves
in at any given moment (Isaiah 40:31).
Although the Church has, in recent history, held different
views on biblical providence, Joseph Dongell points out
that the biggest point of division has been on the issue
of predestination regarding the historical difference
between Arminianism and Calvinism. But there stand
many points of agreement within the differing views
of providence for example, of God, that He is good,
present, and powerful. He is angry at sin (Psalm 7:11;
Romans 1:18-32). He restrains sin. He never changes
His essence, character, ontological knowledge, or plan
(Hebrews 13:8), but does change His attitude and
action in response to human prayer, repentance, or
rebellion. Regarding evil, it is a perversion of creation,
not an independent entity. It is real and malignant, not
just privation, the lack of what is needed for existence.
Evil is personified in Satan and his offspring both in
demons and humans who have not kept or changed
their allegiance to the Kingdom of God and are still or
have become part of the kingdom of darkness (John
3:16-18). Evil never has nor will handcuff or hinder God’s
continuing decree or providential plan. When it comes to
our suffering all agree, that the suffering causes actual
pain and hurt and we should grieve, lament and pray
when we suffer. (See Psalm 13:1ff.) We as humans are
deeply responsible for our sinful choices, which can be
a catalyst to the existing evil in the world and suffering
in our lives. We are free to choose, but our freedom is
limited by character and circumstances. We sometimes
do sin out of our depraved nature (Adamic nature),
not personal choice. There is also agreement that we
should not seek to shift blame to God or His creation
when in pain and suffering. We can choose to be angry
with God rather than at God. Evil cannot be understood,
rationalized, made sense of, or bargained with. As
mentioned above, evil in itself is irrational. There is an
ever-present mystery about evil. Christopher Wright in
his book, The God I Don’t Understand states, “We have
to be OK with the mystery of evil; but we are never OK
with evil.” Finally, we are working in partnership with
God as part of His rescue mission for humanity as we
seek to overcome evil by doing good.
BY:

GOD’S GOT YOUR LOSS
COVERED, DAD
by Sean Finnigan

To all dads (and the moms that made them dads)...
The story of the Gospel - the story of God’s plan for
humanity - is the story of a Father and a Son. The Bible
is replete with examples of fathers and sons, of parents
and children: Abraham & Isaac; Jacob & Joseph; David &
Solomon; Samson and his parents; the Sons of Thunder
whose mom asked Jesus if her two boys could sit on
Jesus’ right and left in the Kingdom.
When a man is blessed to be a father, and that man
knows the Lord, no greater physical blessing can be
bestowed except the wife that made him a father. That
bond is huge! Marriage and Parenthood – one man and
one woman, father and mother, mutually, exclusively
committed to one another for life – are meant to
emulate God’s perfect design for His plan for humanity!
The dreams and passion of passing on wisdom and
success to your child is one of the closest God-like
experiences we can have in this life.
But what happens when the dream and the future
collapse? How does a parent handle the loss of a child?
How does a father write the obituary for his son?
Whether it be through death or the child disowning the
family and becoming estranged, how does a born-again
believer handle that?
There are answers. I know that because my wife and I
have endured it. Four years ago, April 23rd we lost our
only son—Troy Daniel was only 24 years old. Talk about
the five stages of grief hitting you so hard that you find
yourself begging God to take your life if only your son
could live. The emotion is difficult to convey: the pain,
the loss, the fear, the bewilderment, the questioning,
the doubting. Remembering then, crying out (literally
screaming out): “God, he was our only boy! You allowed
our only boy to die!”

Then there was a soft voice saying, “I know, I have been
there. Have joy that I have this covered…”
That’s what it all boils down to: Our Father has all this
covered; He covered it with the blood of his own Son.
I thank my Heavenly Father daily that He is my Father,
that He saved my boy, and that I’ll see them both when
all things are restored.
Do we still miss him? Oh, my yes…with tears every time
we think or talk about it. Thank GOD He has it covered…
The HOPE of our salvation is something we must cling
to when faced with the ugly realities of this life.
Obviously, when losing a son or daughter to death, the
earthly, physical and intellectual relationship is over. No
more mentoring, no more conversations, no more hugs,
no more laughter together. That is to be reconciled in
our next life. But what if a child has gone astray? What
about the prodigal? PRAY. PRAY. PRAY. God knows
what’s going on and is sovereign in His dealings with
all of us. Pray for reconciliation and pray for strength if
that doesn’t come in this life. Being a father doesn’t go
away even if our child does. God asks us to persevere, to
have persistence, to wait patiently on the Lord…He’s got
this covered.
This life is prep for the next; continue to be a good
dad, to be a good example, to be a good mentor to the
sons and daughters you’ve been given and to those
in the Church. Disciple any young person God brings
into your life to grow up and be the very best for their
eternal Daddy.
Isn’t it cool, isn’t it awesome to be a father? What a
blessing! To all you dads out there, keep up the good
fight and raise your kids to get to know their eternal
Father through his Son, Jesus. There is no more joy in
this life than knowing Jesus and raising family! Happy
Father’s Day!

Sean Finnigan and his wife, Julie, are faithful servants here at Watersprings. Sean teaches the LIFE Class and the Saturday morning RESOLVE Men’s
Study, “How To Be A Man.”
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If you’ve been around Watersprings Church for any length of time, you’ve heard the name “Michelle Talaski,” and
probably have met her. At the very least, you’ve seen her video updates from the Mission field. In Michelle’s case,
her Mission fields have included Mexico, Australia, Papua New Guinea, Eastern Europe (Tbilisi, Georgia), and most
recently, Vajta, Hungary, where she ministered to and washed the feet of Ukrainian refugees.
Just a few weeks ago, Michelle was helping refugee families relocate to Budapest, Hungary, and adjust to their new
homes. Then, in a matter of days, she was on a plane to Paphos, Cyprus, to attend Calvary Chapel’s “REFRESH”
Missions Conference. From Cyprus, she traveled back to Tbilisi, Georgia, to wrap things up there, and will soon be
back here for a short visit with her Watersprings Family before the next chapter in her Missions Journey.
Michelle is able to answer God’s call on her life because many faithful friends and family have supported her in prayer
and financially. Michelle says, “Really, I am overwhelmed with joy knowing I have people like you behind me and the
Lord’s work at hand not to mention so many people who are sacrificing finances so I can be a part of the Lord’s work
overseas. I am so thankful.”
After spending many weeks “on the front lines of refugee ministry,” Michelle has been accepted as a member of a
very established Global Missions Nexus called SIM, (formerly, Sudan Inter Mission). Since 1893, they have ministered
in and around sub-Saharan Africa (the Sudan), though they now bring the Gospel to Asia and South America, and
around the world.
Regarding her upcoming visit to Watersprings, Michelle said, “I am coming back with a heavy heart, leaving Ukrainian
refugees. I have many stories and a heart to share what God is doing overseas both in Hungary and Georgia. I would
love the opportunity to share with the Watersprings Church community.”
We are currently working closely with Michele and the Team at SIM to determine what and how we can share with
the Watersprings Church body regarding her future Missions outreaches and timeline. It may be best and more
secure for her to share in smaller settings such as Bible study groups, small groups, etc. As soon as those details are
established, we will get the word out to the body. Please keep all these things, and especially our sister Michelle, in
your prayers.
In the meantime, Michelle plans to filter future financial support from their
secure online giving. To make a one-time donation or to set up a monthly
support partnership for Michelle, you can access their secure link here:
https://www.simusa.org/give/?fund-code=M054050+Support+for+Michelle
Under the “notes” section, find “M054050 Support for Michelle” for supporting Michelle. (For
safety reasons, they do not include her last name on the link.)
Also, you may follow Michelle’s adventures on her Facebook page, “Journey With Michelle,” and
you may correspond with her at michelle.talaski@gmail.com.
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Bible Crossword I
Across









1 An ancient weight (6)
4 Seemed (8)














10 New Testament book (9)
11 Unit of length (5)
12 ‘...it is a ____ thing
the king requireth’
(Dan 2:11) (4)










13 Contemplation (10)
15 Abigail supplied David
with one hundred
clusters of these (7)
















16 A son of King David (6)
19 Concurred (6)






21 Light sources (7)
23 Propitiations (10)



25 A false god (4)

by Philologus

27 Gather (5)



© BiblePuzzles.org.uk

28 Abimelech was hit by
this (9)

6 The words of Jeremiah
said not to listen to
these (10)

29 Instructors (8)

7 Jewish leader (5)

30 Hastily (6)

8 ‘He is proud, knowing
nothing, but ______
about questions and
strifes of words...’
(1 Tim 6:4) (6)

20 Joseph, perhaps? (7)

9 Bread makers (6)

24 Last letter of the Greek

Down
1 Skilled animal
workers (8)
2 Inspiring (9)
3 Compass point (4)
5 Intense emotion (7)

14 In this year of King
Nebuchadrezzar’s reign,
Nebuzaradan arrived in
Jerusalem (10)

17 Ancient city of Og, King
of Bashan (9)
18 Stringed instrument (8)

21 Tiny amount (6)
22 Jesus did this with
authority (6)
alphabet (5)
26 Province of the Roman
Empire (4)
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LET’S RISE AND BUILD
Pastor Shane McCurry & Pastor Dave Coleman

It’s almost summertime, and you know what that means… it’s time to build a house!
In March we were blessed to host a Missions Emphasis Weekend where we were visited by two adventurous
missionaries, Tom Hackett and Wes Bentley, as well as hearing from our own courageous sister, Michelle Talaski.
It was an extraordinary weekend that inspired many of us in different ways to see how we can be involved
with Outreach.
Our Michelle will be home this month receiving needed rest from her adventurous outreach in Hungary where she
ministered firsthand to Ukrainian refugees. Please continue to pray for her as she seeks the Lord’s direction and
provision for the future.
Also, please prayerfully consider how you might be involved personally with our goal this year to build two houses
with Tom Hackett’s ministry, Dwellings. Our goal and our prayer is for our church community to build one house
in Roatán, Honduras, and one in the Sierra Nevada mountains of Palmor, Colombia. The Roatán, Honduras build is
tentatively scheduled for July 23rd - 30th, and is for a family in need of shelter. The Colombia build is scheduled for
October 8th - 15th, and is intended to bless a local pastor and his family reaching their local community with the
Gospel. Watersprings Church will be the first church to build a Dwellings Home in Colombia with Tom. This is a great,
if challenging, opportunity.
Partnering with Watersprings Outreach and “Loving Out” can be done in three different ways:
1.

Giving

2. Going
3. Praying
The beauty of working together as a relational community helps us reach our goals of sharing the love of Christ and
His Gospel with no strain. As we each do our part, according to how ever the Holy Spirit has led us to participate, we
all move and work together as one.
To realize the vision we believe the Lord has given us to build these houses, we need 17 thousand dollars per house.
As of our Missions Emphasis Weekend in March we have the funds to build one of these houses already. Praise the
Lord!
If the Lord places it on your heart to participate financially, please prayerfully consider giving an offering by using
one of the Missions Offering envelopes available at the Missions kiosk in the foyer. Be sure to indicate Dwellings
House on the envelope.
If you feel led to be a “goer” and a “builder” on one of the builds, you have two options:
1.

We are looking for 20 people to join us on the July trip to Honduras. If you have your passport and a heart to
serve please prayerfully consider joining us in July.

2. We are looking for a smaller team of 10 people in Colombia. If you have experience in the trades and construction,
please consider joining us this fall for the Colombia build.
Contact Pastor Shane at shane@watersprings.net.
Finally, and most importantly, we all need to be praying together for these outreaches. Pray not only for provision
and protection, but also for clear direction as we make arrangements and deal with travel and lodging logistics.
Whether you participate by giving, going, praying, or any combination of these, you are an integral part of bringing
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to these areas through the partnership of Dwellings and Watersprings Outreach Ministries.
Thank you, and God bless you.
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CALL
CARRY
COME IN AND GO
OUT
DOOR
FIELDS
FIND
FOLLOW
FRIENDS
GATE
GOOD SHEPHERD
HAPPY
HEAVEN

HIRED HAND
HOME
HUNDRED
JOY
LEAD
LISTEN
LOST
NAME
NEIGHBOURS
NINETY NINE
ONE
ONE FLOCK
REJOICE

REPENT
ROBBER
RUNS AWAY
SEARCH
SHEEP
SHEEPFOLD
SHOULDERS
SINNER
STRANGER
THIEF
VOICE
WATCHMAN
WOLF
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POST REGISTER SPORTS STARS AWARDS
It was a banner night at the Post Register Sports Stars Awards banquet for Watersprings Athletics as Jrew Plocher
was named 1A Athlete of the Year, our boys basketball team was named 1A Team of the Year, and Coach Moe was
named 1A Coach of the Year. It was the second consecutive award for our boys basketball team and Coach Moe’s 3rd
time in the last 4 years to receive that award. Go WARRIORS!

ULTIMATE WARRIOR AWARD
Congratulations to Addyson Eve, Isaac Klosterman (not pictured), Emma MacCullen, Luke Mathison, Jrew Plocher,
Landyn Remer, Bodie Stepp, Erin Stepp, Audrey White and Lauren White for winning the Ultimate Warrior Award.
The Ultimate Warrior Award is given to students who have participated in three school sports during the academic
year. Well done Warriors!
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CAMP WARRIORS SUMMER PROGRAM
Are you looking for an exciting program for your kiddos over the summer? At Camp Warriors, your child will start
the day off with a dynamic Bible lesson that will give them a solid understanding of who Jesus is. They will also be
encouraged to grow in their personal relationship with Christ.
Additionally, their days will be filled with engaging, age-appropriate academic activities in the mornings and exciting
field trips (for ages 5+) in the afternoons. Some field trips include swimming, Leo’s Place, iJump, Rexburg Rapids,
Bowl-Ero, and Flips!
Open enrollment for Camp Warriors has begun! Apply online today at waterspringsschool.net under AcademicsCamp Warriors Summer Program.
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ETHNIC BIAS AND DISCRIMINATION IN
THE KINGDOM OF LIFE & LIGHT

by Watersprings Family Pastor Dave Coleman

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ...In Him was life, and the life
was the light of men. ( John 1:1, 4, NKJV )
“...our Savior, Christ Jesus, abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.” (2
Timothy 1:10, NASB)
In Acts 6, we learn there were problems within the
early church from the beginning. A division had arisen
between two ethnic factions: the Hebrew believers
and the Hellenist believers. The Hebrews felt like the
Hellenist believers were compromisers; too “Greek”
for their taste. The Hellenists felt that the Hebrew
believers were religious traditionalists; too “holier-thanthou.” The Hellenists accused the Hebrew believers of
discrimination as evidenced by their stinginess when
it came to the daily distribution of benevolence to the
Hellenist widows in the church. So, they complained to
the twelve. What was the solution? “Seek out honest
men, full of the Holy Spirit...” (Acts 6:3)
To be clear, there is no room for bias or ethnic
discrimination in the Church of Jesus Christ. The New
Testament is very clear that in Christ, and because of the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost in Acts 2, we
all are one.
“For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ
Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ
have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there
is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female;
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:26-28,
NKJV)
“You have put on the new man who is renewed in
knowledge according to the image of Him who created
him, where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised
nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free,
but Christ is all and in all.” (Colossians 3:10-11, NKJV)
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June is a special month on the calendar for several
reasons, but June 19th is exceptionally special for
two reasons:
First, it is Father’s Day;
Second, it is Juneteenth, or Emancipation Day.
Just what is Emancipation Day?
Even though President Lincoln issued the Emancipation
Proclamation to be effective as of January 1, 1863,
it would take two years for that news to arrive in
Galveston, Texas on June 19, 1865. Slavery had been
abolished. That’s a very good, righteous, and just
thing. But imagine, even though the former slaves
could have been living as freed men, they continued as
slaves not realizing their freedom had been granted by
the President.
In Acts 13, Paul speaks about the Children of Israel
continuing to live in bondage, so to speak, in the
wilderness, not because they were ignorant of their
liberty, but because they refused to enter in to what
they had been promised. They remained willfully out of
disbelief. Then, Paul really brings it home: “You know
your sins are forgiven by Jesus Christ. You know you
can be justified by believing in Him. Beware,” Paul says,
“not to despise what He has done for you, lest you
perish.” Whoa!

Unfortunately, even 20 centuries later, we still are fighting so many
of the same battles; among them, bigotry and ethnic bias. But in
the Church, no one ethnic group – either among the Jews or the
gentiles – has any claim to superiority. In fact, in Christ, and under
the power of the fullness of the Holy Spirit, every individual seeks
to become the servant of all. Christ has a way of turning the tables
over, even in each of our own hearts. Where the world tells us to
be assertive and scratch ‘n fight our way to the top, Christ tells us
to humble ourselves, and serve our way to the bottom. Consider
His words from the Gospel of Mark:
“Jesus sat down, and called the twelve, and said unto them, ‘If any
man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of
all.’” (Mark 9:35)
Jesus said... whosoever will be great among you, shall be your
minister [servant]: And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall
be servant of all.” (Mark 10:43-44)
In 2 Corinthians 3:17, Paul writes, “Now the Lord is the Spirit; and
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” When Paul says
“the Lord is the Spirit,” he is saying “the Spirit is God,” as Moses
tells us in Exodus 34:34. The liberty of which Paul writes is the
liberty granted us by God Himself, by virtue of the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit. It is the liberty that speaks of direct access to the
Father. It is the liberty of boldness. It is liberty from the hardness
of heart and spiritual blindness of every man, woman, boy, and girl
– whether Jew or gentile, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free – until
they receive the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the early church of Acts 6, so too today, the solution
to bigotry, ethnic bias, and discrimination is an encounter with the
Holy Spirit. When the Spirit baptizes us into the body of Christ
(1 Corinthians 12:13), He baptizes us into the Kingdom of Life and
Light. In this Kingdom, there is liberty and egalitarianism; we are
all one. There is no shadow; only light. And the origin of this light
is the life found only in Christ.
If you find yourself in bondage to feelings of superiority or
bias, there is good news for you. Perhaps, like news of the
Emancipation Proclamation took time to reach Texas, it has
taken a while to reach you, but you have been forgiven. You are
free to live and walk in freedom from the ugliness of ethnic bias
and discrimination. Those things are part of the warp and fabric
of the kingdom of death and darkness, but they have no place
in the Kingdom of Life and Light. Like Major General Gordon
Granger who delivered the news to the residents of Galveston
regarding the President’s proclamation, the Holy Spirit brings to
you the good news that you are free from the bondage of hatred,
bitterness, hardness of heart, and spiritual blindness. The key, just
as it way in Acts 6, is to be filled with the Spirit.
Herein lies the real issue: How does one receive the fullness of the
Holy Spirit? Jesus said in Luke 11:13, “Your Heavenly Father will give
the Holy Spirit to them that ask.” We receive the Holy Spirit the
same way we receive salvation: simply ask.
In case you had not heard yet, bias and bigotry have been
abolished. You are free to not walk in them anymore. Enter into
your liberty by trusting in Christ and the Holy Spirit today! Receive
this gift of liberty from your Heavenly Father. Now THAT’s a Happy
Father’s Day!

“If any
man
desire
to be
first,
the
same
shall be
last of
all, and
servant
of all.”
(Mark 9:35)
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ORDAINED TO BE A FATHER
by Kevin Finnigan & Sean Finnigan
for Watersprings Men’s Ministry

Ask any man what it means to be a father and you will likely hear a response similar to: The male parent, provider,
breadwinner, disciplinarian, protector, etc. But these describe what fathers do, more than necessarily what they
are. Society seems to find it difficult to define what a father is. This is because they have difficulty defining what
a male is, or a female, for that matter. Society can’t even define a family in terms that make sense. Current culture
has attempted to redefine so many of the basic concepts of family relationships that it is no wonder the concept of
fatherhood is confusing and erroneous. We have seen the role of father reduced to terms like “baby daddy” as if a
father could be relegated to one who only produces offspring like a stud horse or a rooster; one who only procreates
but has no personal role in the care and nurturing of his offspring. It is a sad state of affairs when we as sentient
beings, created in the image of God, have diminished the most important role – that God’s eternal design for His
people established – to the point where fathers have become an irrelevant nuisance at best, and a toxic influence
at worse.
So, how should we, as born-from-above believers in a holy and perfect Creator and Savior, think about the role of
fatherhood? How should we look upon this divinely ordained calling from our eternal Father?
From the beginning, God identifies Himself as Father. The triune mystery of the three-in-one relationship of our God
clearly identifies God as Father with Jesus as His Son. This implies from the outset that God sees Himself in familial
relationship within His very essence and His relationship with His creation. So, what can we glean from how God
introduces Himself, as it relates to us; information and inspiration as to how we as fathers should see our role within
our own families? What does God’s inspired Word teach us about our role as fathers to our children?
Are we merely there to make children and then work ourselves to death to provide the material needs while our
wives tend to the emotional, spiritual, and educational needs of our children? The Bible indicates otherwise. Within
God’s design for the family, men are to be dynamic leaders, not because we have more on the ball intellectually,
emotionally, or spiritually, but simply because that is God’s design. Period. He ordained the man to be the leader in
all aspects of our children’s development. A wise father who recognizes weakness in any of these arenas is obligated
to improve himself or seek the wise counsel of his wife. But he must lead. There must be a recognition within the
family that if there is a need of any kind, the father is the go-to guy. Dad is ultimately responsible and accountable
to Father God. The apostle Paul wrote, “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others
more important than yourselves.” (Philippians 2:3) This admonition should be the marching order for every father.
When a mother conceives a child, the life of the father ceases to be his own. His first and foremost relationship after
his relationship with God is with his wife. Then when she bears his child, his life expands to become devoted to the
nurture, admonition, and spiritual development of that child. This is his God-given calling. It is not optional. It is not to
be abdicated. It is our ordination from our Heavenly Father.
What does this look like in practical terms? When Paul writes of bringing up our children in the “training and
admonition of the Lord,” (Ephesians 6:4) he is writing specifically of discipline. Discipline implies demonstrating selfcontrol. Jesus is the ultimate example of self-control, (Hebrews 4:15). We must not only point our children to
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His example, but we must model that in our own lives. The motto, “Do as I say, not as I do,” doesn’t cut it, guys. Paul
wrote, “Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.” (1 Corinthians 11:1) Proverbs 23:26 says, “My son, give me your heart,
and let your eyes observe my ways.” This is key to effective fathering. Capture their heart with love, then demonstrate
the goodness of God. “Direct your children onto the right path, and when they are older, they will not leave it.”
(Proverbs 22:6, NLT)
“Give me your heart,” (Proverbs 23:26) implies deep, emotional relationship. This is not an aloof, authoritative
relationship, but one of a common goal, familial identity, and fierce loyalty (Ephesians 3:15). Our children must know
beyond doubt they are loved, cherished, and valued. This assurance is vital as they transition through the difficult
years of hormone fluctuation, experimentation with independence and, let’s be honest, rebellion.
Those difficulties will come, but there can be joy in this process. How many of us have felt the heartwarming
sensation of pride when our child masters a task? Think back to when you taught your child to ride a bicycle.
Remember how you felt after the hours of practice, the application of training wheels, then the removal of them
at their insistence, “I can do it without them!” You ran behind the bike to prevent the inevitable fall. Then they rode
without assistance. What a sense of accomplishment they had and you got to live it vicariously through them! Or the
time you took your son hunting for the first time. He wanted so very much to be part of the man crowd. He was so
honored to be included in such an important rite of passage. His manhood was being validated! So, you showed him
how to read signs, how to be stealthy, and ultimately to control his emotions at the moment of the shot.
This is how our heavenly Father deals with us. He is totally devoted to our success. He’s given us His Word to show us
the way to go; the technique, if you will. Then He gives us guides that support us as we learn to be like Him. Soon, we
are off doing what He asked us to do. Experiencing our heart’s desire with freedom and mobility. Perhaps we have
watched others in the faith, noted their behavior, and are ready to take on increased responsibility. We’ve learned to
be sensitive to His Spirit, and we practice our skills so that when an opportunity presents itself we are ready to serve,
give, and demonstrate that we have learned what His will is for us.
So, cherish the time you have with your children. Accept and acknowledge the role of father is a gift from your
Heavenly Father. This gift is not given merely for the joy and happiness we derive from our children, but that we
might gain insight as to how our Heavenly Father feels toward us. Just as marriage was instituted so we could have
a glimpse of how Jesus feels toward the Church, becoming a father gives us a similar vision of how God thinks of us
as His children. He gave us life, He devoted all He had to our success, and He is constantly involved in every aspect
of our lives to the ultimate end that we would glorify Him and represent well the Family name. Is that not what we
want for our children? Don’t we want our children to adhere to and uphold our values? Of course, we do. Are we
demonstrating those values to them? Do they know that we fear the Lord and find delight in His commands?
In Psalm 112:1, we are given three strategies we as fathers can employ to encourage our families to be successful and
know how to follow God all their days:
1.

Praise the Lord, (v. 1). Develop an atmosphere of praising God in our homes;

2. Fear the Lord, (v. 1). Determine to let your children see that you reverence God;
3. Delight in His commands, (v. 1).
You probably noticed all three of these strategies lead back to God’s Word. Our families should consistently see and
hear us reading God’s Word and giving Him praise in all things. Our homes should be filled with the praises of God,
being surrounded with worship of Him and songs of deliverance (Psalm 32:7). Let them catch us reading, praying,
and singing to Him. And may they never hear us using the name of the LORD our God in blasphemy. All of these
things begin in the home, and they should start with Dad. Let our kids know that we make no apology for following
Jesus, nor do we make excuses for not doing so. In other words, as we say around Watersprings all the time, let them
hear and see us “Loving Up, Loving In, Loving Out, & Loving Now.”
This is what it means to answer God’s call on our lives to be fathers. All the gifts of God are given to us for our
perfection. He gives to us so we can mature and attain to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ (Ephesians
4:13). This is why he made us fathers.
Happy Father’s Day!
Kevin Finnigan and Sean Finnigan, (or as we refer to them, “The Brothers Finnigan”), serve the body of Christ here at
Watersprings on multiple levels, as do their wives, Dru Finnigan and Julie Finnigan.
Kevin and Sean teach our LIFE Class, the Trailhead class on the pathway to discipleship and service at Watersprings,
as well as the Saturday morning RESOLVE Men’s Study Group, “How To Be A Man.”
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RESOLVE Men’s Ministry is hosting this year’s Man
Camp back at Old Faithful Christian Ranch in Island
Park from Friday, June 10th through Sunday, June 12th.
Featuring teaching pastors, elders, and deacons from
Watersprings Church, the theme of this year’s Man
Camp is “Fight Like A Man.”
Paul Verhoeven, former pastor of Calvary Chapel in
Challis, currently serves as a Watersprings ministry
partner on multiple levels. He brings his teaching gift
to Man Camp to kick us off on Friday evening with a
teaching from Ephesians 6 entitled, “Dress Like A Man,”
taking an in-depth look at the armor of God.
Shane Fitch has been a faithful servant for years at
Watersprings and currently serves as overseer for our
Redeemed Ministry, among several other things. He will
lead Session Two on Saturday morning with a teaching
entitled, “Serve Like A Man.” Spring-boarding out of
Ephesians 1, Shane encourages his brothers to find our
identity in Christ alone, for it is Christ who defines and
secures our identity and designed purpose.
Tim Rupp, founder and director of Strong Blue Line
Ministries, brings his years of experience as a pastor
as well as his 24 years as a homicide detective for San
Antonio Police Dept., to bear in his teaching entitled,
“Watch Like A Man.” In his career, one thing he learned
as a most important asset for law enforcement as well
as for fathers, husbands, and brothers, is situational
awareness. A man’s got to make himself aware of the
dangers as well as the areas of cover and safety in
his surroundings.
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Pastor Dave will round out the teachings on Sunday
morning with a teaching entitled, “Pray Like A Man,”
drawing from a life sketch of the prophet Elijah.
Jim Vernon and Brock Hastings will be leading morning
devotions during morning worship around the campfire
with encouragements to “Work Like A Man,” and to
“Witness Like A Man.”
Pastor Steve Redmer will be leading worship for the
teaching sessions at Man Camp.
Activities include archery, bicycling, canoeing, cornhole,
fishing, hatchet throwing, among other things. Guys are
encouraged to bring your bikes, ATVs, fishing poles, and
of course, your guns to take advantage of the shooting
gallery on-site. (Gotta love Idaho!)
Cost is only $125 for the weekend and is all inclusive,
including all meals. We will be using the OFCR cabins &
bunks for sleeping accommodations. Bring a pad if you
like and your sleeping bag.
Register ASAP here: https://
watersprings.churchcenter.com/
registrations/events/1289189.
Be sure to include your hoodie size
when you register. Also, if you would
like to provide, or if you are in need of
a partial or full scholarship, be sure to
indicate that at the time of registration.
If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Dave
at dave@watersprings.net.

A 4-WEEK SERIES FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT ON RUTH
SERIES OVERVIEW:
Fairytales are full of fantasy and imagination.
We love them because they take what could be
real and add extraordinary circumstances. But
what if there was a story where the extraordinary
circumstances were real? Could a story like this
exist? This month, we are going to look at the
story of Ruth to see how God truly writes the
best stories for us — full of companions, hope,
boldness, and the knowledge that God is always
taking care of us!

If you love Jesus, we are in need of
ministry partners for Weekend and
Wednesday night services, email
tiffany@watersprings.net or fill out a
ministry partnership application on
the Watersprings Church website.

IT’S THAT TIME OF THE YEAR AGAIN!!!!
Registration is now open for VBS Extreme and VBS. Register now at watersprings.net!
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MONTHLY HAPPENINGS
1

Wrapped in Love Starts - 10:00am / Homestead

5

The Truth Project Starts - 12:30pm / Youth Center

10-12
17

Worship Experience - 7:00pm / Creative Studio

21

Ladies Summer Bible Study Starts - 6:30pm / Homestead

24

I Am They Concert - 7:00pm / Sanctuary

26-30

16

Man Camp - Old Faithful Christian Ranch

Thank you for being a part of
the Watersprings family!

(208) 524-4747

watersprings.net

VBS Extreme - Watersprings

26

Grill & Chill Fundraiser - 3:00pm / Watersprings School

26

Coffee with the Pastor - 2:00pm / Creative Studio

30

Pure Word Pizza Bust & Testimony Night - 7:00pm /
Fellowship Hall

@go2watersprings
@Watersprings Church

