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M O N T H LY  N E W S L E T T E R

SUFFERING, DECREE, PROVIDENCE, AND ME - PART 2
I also know countless believers who tell me that when they get to Heaven they have some questions for God. I think 
it is only one question they actually have. The question of why. Now in our narrative of Judges, Gideon asked for an 
answer, but the response from YHWH is, “Go in this might of yours, and you shall save Israel from the hand of the 
Midianites. Have I not sent you?” (Judges 6:14)3 The answer to His question is never given. Instead, he is told to go 
and do for the LORD. I am wondering where God was at times of crisis too. Presiding over the funeral for my niece, 
who died from leukemia when she was in her twenties having two little girls to raise. Holding a man on the side of 
the road he weeps and curses God moments after his son died in a car fire. Caring for a woman at the river’s edge in 
a winter storm whose daughter was lost in a river as she tried to save her dog, and when the first funeral I performed 
was for my Grandfather I had not seen in six years. Yes, I wondered where God is at times, just like everyone else.

Yet, we would do well to consider our cushy, might I say soft, westernized church culture and be careful to not paint 
every situation with the same wide brush of platitudes. Consider this. Someone in the western world loses a job for 
any reason and things are tight where money is concerned, and needed cuts are coming for holiday expenses this 
year. They wonder why God is letting them suffer in this way. Yet, somewhere in the majority world there is a church 
elder, serving two churches who is content with no place to live and gladly sleeps on the dirt floor of the churches 
he serves without complaint. Not all suffering is the same. The bottom line is, we all suffer, but we do not suffer 
the same and our context is not the same as someone else’s context. But one thing is for sure. When it comes to 
the different views of providence, we can choose to fight about our differing views but that does not actually help 
people who are suffering in whatever context they are in. I was with a small construction team deep in central Mexico 
when a young lady on the team made the comment, “How can people live in such a state of suffering?” I asked her to 
explain her statement. She went on, “Look at the poverty and lack of running water. This is so sad.” We were there to 
fix the local well that was malfunctioning. At that moment you could hear the joyful laughter of some local children 
playing football with part of our team (which we lost, by the way) and told her, “This is not suffering for them, this 
would be suffering for you. This is their home and they are content in its context. Most have never known anything 
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else. Yes, life is different here, but they live and love just 
like us.” Then she dropped the providence bomb without 
even knowing it. “Then why does God allow some 
people to be born into poverty and others into comfort? 
What would I be like if I was born here?” 

I would suppose that everyone who believes in God 
struggles with the questions of His divine providence. 
They may not know it in those terms, I did not for years, 
but the need to understand the cruelty and suffering 
in this world cries out from every broken heart. It is my 
opinion, that when someone does not wrestle with, or 
has stopped wrestling with, the theology of providence, 
that one of, or a combination of, experiences or lack of 
experiences are happening to bring them to a somewhat 
haphazard response the tensions that exist between 
the reality of suffering and the providence of the 
Almighty God. 

First, would be those with a natural world view or who 
seek to understand the world through naturalism. They 
do not wrestle with the providence of God because they 
do not, or choose to not, believe in God, but they still 
must answer the question of pain and suffering in light of 
their context. Whether philosophical or metaphysical, this 
line of thinking says that nature is the “whole show.”4 For 
the true naturalist, there is no supernatural intervention 
in our affairs and no spiritual realm. What is, is – and 
nothing more. So, stated in the strictest sense, all forms of 
nontheism are naturalistic, including atheism, pantheism, 
deism, and agnosticism.5 Simply stated for most, “There 
is no God, so eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow we 
die.” To far? It may be way too simple. For them, because 
there is no God they get what they get in this life and that 
is that. How this group deals with suffering is personally 
beyond me. At least I have God when everything is falling 
apart. But many of the false providential issues below 
can be found among this group because even though 
they reject God they still have to answer the question 
of senseless suffering and pain within their context. The 
ethics of naturalism states that the concepts of what is 
“good” and “right” can arise out of observable facts, what 
is or the way things are.6 Here is the rub. G. E. Moore 
makes the argument of the naturalistic fallacy, something 
that “is” cannot be derived from what “ought to be.”7 “So 
also, in ethics, one cannot assume that what is—even 
what is given in the universe—is what ought to be.”8 This 
can lead to a selfish and violent “survival of the fittest” 
world view.

Second, is to simply blame a faceless, and obviously 

loveless deity, who created a world leaving us to our own 
devices. This is known as deism, a form of naturalism with 
a twist. Deism emphasizes the use of reason, what can 
be seen, over revelation for deciding religious questions. 
This view became popular in Europe in the 17th and 
18th centuries among those opposed to the excesses of 
organized religion of the time and is still very much alive 
today when we consider false providence below. Deism is 
a philosophical view of God that posits God as a Creator 
who set the universe in motion and then stepped back, 
no longer actively engaging with His creation. That is 
not only a discouraging thought but a hopeless one.9 
This view of God and His being disconnected from our 
suffering helps many to compartmentalize their fear of 
the unknown reasons for suffering, but it does not answer 
any of the questions associated with it. It does seem 
more streamlined to be emotionally shifting blame for this 
life’s tragedies to a phantom of their somewhat hopeless 
“winner take all” existence. Living it, the disillusionment 
that the God they think they know as simply abended 
them to a world of suffering in which they are left to their 
own devices.

Others may have experienced deep pain and have sought 
out a providential position that helps them live with, or for 
some, run from, their hidden grief, unable to show their 
sorrow in a culture that has lost its ability to lament and 
sees such emotion as a sign or weakness. In other words, 
“Suck it up buttercup!” This is in no way helpful counsel 
when someone is hurting. In his book, The Reformation 
of Suffering, Ronald Rittgers shows how Luther and 
other German Reformers wanted to move away from the 
pagan-like stoicism that had been formed in the medieval 
churches.
________
3 The New King James Version. (1982). (Jdg 6:14). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
4 Geisler, N. L. (1999). Naturalism. In Baker Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetics (p. 521). Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker Books.
5 ibid
6 Grenz, S. J., & Smith, J. T. (2003). In Pocket Dictionary of Ethics (pp. 78–79). Downers Grove, 
IL: InterVarsity Press.
7 ibid
8 ibid
9 Barry, J. D., Bomar, D., Brown, D. R., Klippenstein, R., Mangum, D., Sinclair Wolcott, C., Widder, 

W. (Eds.). (2016). Deism. In The Lexham Bible Dictionary. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.

BY: 

For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.

2 Corinthians 4:17



3

 Bible Crossword Puzzle 
 About Adam 
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 ACROSS 

 1  What his wife was called. 
 5  Who he shall cleave to. 
 8  What was in the air that he named. 

 10  What his wife saw the tree was pleasant to . 
 11  What God made to cloth them with. 
 13  This is now bone of my ____. 
 14  What Adam became. 
 16  What they did because they were naked. 
 18  What they heard the voice of the Lord God doing. 
 19  Who a man shall leave. 
 24  The name of the tree they were not to eat of. 
 28  Where the tree of good and evil could be found. 
 29  Flesh of my _______ 
 31  What was in the fiield that he named. 
 33  What he was formed from. 
 35  His wife's name. 
 36  What God put him in the garden to do. 

 DOWN 

 2  What the serpent said their eyes would be. 
 3  What God breathed into. 
 4  What the serpent said they would be as. 
 6  What his wife gave him to eat. 
 7  What his wife was the mother of. 
 9  What to her the tree desired to make one. 

 12  Not good to be _____. 
 15  This was more subtil than any beast. 
 17  Where he lived. 
 20  How they felt when they knew they were naked. 
 21  They were not to eat of everyone of these. 
 22  What God made for him. 
 23  What God caused to fall upon him. 
 25  The serpent said it would not surely happen to them. 
 26  What the woman said the serpent did to her. 
 27  What they realized they were. 
 30  What his wife saw the tree was good for. 
 32  What his wife was created from. 
 34  Adam and his wife were the first people to do this. 
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Just over 30 years ago, an alarming trend began infiltrating the Western Church. Though many churches and 
Christian leaders were not alarmed at the time, most have since come to realize, however too late, that the Church 
had actually adopted carnal trends of marketing and branding. The simple philosophy was that the Church had 
become too ecclesiastically rigid in its means of outreach, and in order to become more accessible – say it, “user 
friendly” – we needed to become less, well, “churchy” and more “worldly wise.” 

Now, for their part, the proponents of the Church marketing craze who felt churches had become mausoleums of 
the noneffective frozen chosen truly believed they had biblical precedent for their recommendations. Because the 
apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 9:22b, “I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some,” 
they convinced many churches that being evangelistic was equal to being creatively attractive to the world. After 
all, we could not expect tech-savvy young people to be drawn to a local church community simply because the 
Holy Spirit was drawing them through the simple teaching of the Word, could we? (Hopefully you can sense the 
sarcasm, here…). 

I still remember how heartbroken my own father was when his pastor, 
after reading a couple of church marketing bestsellers, asked him to 
please stop carrying his Study Bible into the Sanctuary on Sundays and 
Wednesday evenings. “It’s very intimidating, Al, when non-christians visit 
and they see you walking in with your Bible,” his pastor said to him. That 
actually came straight out of the new “User Friendly” script. “We put 
the verses on the big screen now so you don’t even need your Bible in 
church,” he was told.

About that same time, a now-all-too-familiar phrase was being 
popularized: “The church is supposed to be a hospital for sinners, not 
a hotel for saints.” Never mind that the New Testament makes no such 
claim. All that mattered was that the catchy phrase caught on and soon became a familiar mantra. Following the lead 
of new ecclesiastical vernacular, the so-called “rigid” Church began to loosen up. Vocabulary in the pulpit became rife 
with trite, and sometimes even vulgar, language from church leaders. Some popular pastors even tried integrating 
profanity and cursing with their new “gospel” presentation, presumably in an attempt to be relevant and heard.

CONSUMER
CHURCHIANITY

Pastor Dave Coleman
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With the loosening of the tongue came loosening of standards of morality among much of the church leadership. It 
was becoming less of a stigma for pastors and teachers to divorce their spouses and trade them in for newer models. 
It was not unheard of to learn that yet another television “christian celebrity preacher” was involved in immorality on 
some level, yet still maintaining control of their ministry, and in some cases, still holding on to their audiences.

In hindsight, many Christians and church leaders see the problem. In fact, the Church is exactly a gathering for saints, 
according to the New Testament, (Acts 2:42; Ephesians 4:11-16). The world, in all of its carnality, is not supposed 
to change the culture of the Church, the Church is supposed to change the culture of the world. “And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good 
and acceptable and perfect will of God,” (Romans 12:2). As Peter-John Courson once put it, “Paul says in Romans 12, 
you can either be a thermometer or a thermostat. Be a thermostat.” A thermometer reflects the atmosphere in which 
it exists. A thermostat influences the atmosphere in which it exists. Be a transformer, not a conformer.

In reflection, a generation of Christians who were encouraged not to 
carry their Bibles to church unfortunately are not particularly known 
for having the Scriptures in their hearts. Many grew up in church 
without having a sense of intimacy with their Bible. Oh, their pastor 
may have known the Word, but they got used to lazily waiting in 
a Pavlovian manner for the words to magically appear on the big 
screen. They don’t know their own Bibles so well that they know 
where this book of the Bible lands within the covers, or where that 
passage rests on the right or left side of the page, near the top or 
the bottom. They simply do not have a familiarity with their personal 
Bible. The Prince of Preachers, C.H. Spurgeon, is famously quoted 
as saying, “A Bible that’s falling apart usually belongs to someone 
who isn’t.”

In a recent Watersprings Pastors meeting, the topic of Consumer Christianity came up. Among the observations 
shared was the peculiar change in vernacular as it relates to the gathering of the church for corporate worship 
and study. Somewhere along the line, we began describing our meeting times as “services.” The implication seems 
to have unwittingly created a misconception that people are supposed to come to the House of Meeting to be 
serviced. It seems many people think coming to church means coming to be serviced rather to give their service 
to the Lord. For the purpose of this article, I looked up the word service in Scripture. “Service” appears 132 times in 
116 verses in the Authorized King James Version; most of those in the Old Testament. It only appears 15 times in the 
New Testament, and it never describes times of corporate gathering for worship. Rather, it defines works of ministry 
being performed in worship of God or fulfilling Levitical Law. The gathering of the saints (the Church) is described 
in the New Testament as ekklesia or synago. It means to assemble or to gather together for the purpose of worship, 
teaching, and receiving communion. 

In other words, the assembling together of the saints – the Church – is meant to be designed as a time of each 
individual being poured out to God. We gather to empty ourselves rather than to be filled. We are to fill ourselves at 
home (Deuteronomy 6:6-9; Joshua 4:5-7), and to empty ourselves when we come together for worship. It should be 
the norm that we gather to serve our Lord rather than to be served.

As usual, who is the best example of this for us all? It has to be Jesus, right? Jesus said, “… whoever wishes to 
become great among you shall be your servant; and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of 
all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many,” 
(Mark 10:43-45, NASB).

Lord grant us the desire and the strength to get out of the consumer mentality, coming to church with nothing more 
on our minds than to receive and be served, but rather, to come into the assembly looking for opportunity to be 
poured out for the Lord and for others.
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OPEN ENROLLMENT
Open Enrollment for the 2022-2023 school year has begun! If interested in applying to Watersprings School, please 
go to our website at waterspringsschool.net and click Apply Now! 

We have had a substantial amount of interest in enrollment for next year from new families moving into the area. 
This year we have had waiting lists in multiple grades and anticipate even more waiting lists next year, so don’t delay, 
apply today!

NATIONAL HONORS SOCIETY INDUCTION CEREMONY
The National Honors Society Induction Ceremony was held on February 9, 2022. Congratulations Warriors!

Current members:

Daniel Canfield 

Ryan Garnier 

Genevieve Gerling 

Madison Kincaid 

Alexandra Platt 

Jrew Plocher 

Kendra Stoddard 

2021-2022 Inductees:

Libby Grijalva

Angela Grimm

Rosie Hamlin

Avalon Johnson

Kailey Jones

Bryson Leatham

Elvin Lin

Tayben Smith

Antonio Steinman

Erin Stepp

Kaitlyn Syverson

Halle Waldron

BLANKETED IN HIS LOVE
Watersprings Middle School and High School students are involved in an outreach called “Blanketed in His Love”. 
Over the course of two days they made 65 fleece blankets for the patients of the Teton Cancer Institute. We are 
sharing the love of Jesus one blanket at a time. Each blanket has a Bible verse sewn into it and is prayed over by our 
students. “Let all you do be done with love.” 1 Corinthians 16:14.
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HOLY SPIRIT WEEK 
Our theme for Holy Spirit Week was “So he answered and said to me: “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: 
‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord of hosts.” Zechariah 4:6. 

It was a wonderful week full of guest speakers and worship leaders! Thank you so much to those who made this 
week such a wonderful blessing for our students and staff!
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LOVE OUT - Locally, Regionally, Globally
The Missions & Outreach Ministry of Watersprings

The Mission Statement for Watersprings Church reflects the pastors’ hearts to fulfill both the Great Commandment 
of Jesus, as well as the Great Commission from Jesus.

The Great Commandment is simply to love God and to love others, (Matthew 22:37-40). The Great Commission is to 
take the Gospel to every person, everywhere, (Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15). When we put them together, it looks 
like this: Love God, love others, take His love into the world. Our belief in the imminent return of Jesus Christ creates 
an urgency to do these things while there is still time. And that brings us to our Watersprings Mission Statement:

Love Up, Love In, Love Out, Love Now.
_________________________

Two of the staff pastors, Shane McCurry and Dave Coleman, have been given the privilege to take lead with the 
Love Out part of our Mission. We have been blessed to be allowed to meet regularly to discuss and pray through the 
Scriptures regarding Watersprings’ outreach in three specific areas: locally, regionally, and globally. 

Local Outreach includes things like skatepark ministry, where we bring in action athletes like the Whosoevers and 
reach out to our local youth with God’s love in unique ways. Family Fun Day and Church-In-The-Park are other 
examples of local outreach where we invite the Body to bring neighbors and loved ones to a local park or venue 
to enjoy being enjoyed by the Lord. Our Concert series, where we partner with REV Radio and Christian Concert 
promoters to bring in guest musicians and bands, is yet another example of local outreach.

Regional Outreach includes partnering with established ministries such as REV Radio and other ministries and 
churches throughout our valley to bring the Good News of the Gospel beyond our local city limits. Even though 
much of our regional outreach is based locally, the ultimate goal is to reach out beyond our own four walls, so-to-
speak. REV Radio, for example, can be heard as far south as Malad City, over to Challis, and as far east as Jackson 
and Alpine; Idaho, Utah, Wyoming, and Montana. Using their app, and on internet, the REV can be heard from 
virtually anywhere at therev.fm. Also, Pastor Ty’s teachings can be heard on radio and his television program, “Apply 
The Word,” Sunday mornings at 9AM. Exact information can be found on the church’s website (watersprings.net) or 
at tyorr.org. 

Other regional outreaches include Law Enforcement Chaplaincy of Idaho (LECI), and of course our upcoming 
conferences. The Ladies Conference, “Lord, Lead Me,” is this month, and the Men’s Conference, “RESOLVE Men’s 
Conference,” is April 30th. More information on these conferences can be found in this Newsletter, the church 
website, or at resolvemen.com.
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Global Outreach is another exciting facet of our Love Out part of the Mission Statement. Watersprings Church is 
committed to taking the Gospel to everyone everywhere we can. We consistently knock on doors to see which doors 
God will open. While we do not believe that the only legitimate missions work is work that crosses oceans, we are 
very much aware that very often, crossing oceans is part of doing Missions Outreach. One of the beautiful things 
about living where we live is that so many people actually cross oceans to come to our area and visit. Less than two 
hours from where we sit, hundreds of thousands of people will come from all around the world this year to watch 
steam and boiling water explode from holes in the ground. It’s called Yellowstone National Park. We encourage you 
to prayerfully consider becoming a global missionary by going to the Park this year and being intentional about 
sharing the Gospel. Who knows? You might reach that person who takes the Gospel home to a foreign land you will 
never visit personally. Yet, you can send the Gospel back with them. And of course, as a church, we support Gospel 
Missions works on several continents; North America, South America, Africa, Asia, and Europe.

Some of our Intercontinental Outreaches will be featured during our Missions Emphasis Weekend this month: March 
26 -27. Our Missions Outreach pastors sometimes refer to some of these guys as “Adventure Missionaries.” What 
we mean by that is simply that some of our missionaries are radical risk-takers who are doing great exploits for the 
Kingdom. Among our featured speakers will be veteran missionaries Wes Bentley, from Far Reaching Ministries, as 
well as former YWAM Mazatlán director Tom Hackett, from Dwellings Now.  

Both Wes and Tom, and their wives, have taken seriously the words of James 1:27, “Pure and undefiled religion before 
God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the 
world.” Just like our good friends at the orphanage in Rosarito, Mexico, “Niños Con Fe,” the Bentleys and the Hacketts 
do radical things to bless the poorest of the poor, who can never repay or do anything to elevate them. Also during 
our Missions Emphasis Weekend, we will be receiving an update from Missionary Michelle Talaski, via video, from 
Tbilisi, Georgia, on the border of Europe and Asia.

Sunday evening, March 27, we will be hosting a Missions Supper and fundraiser. Sylvia Coleman and a team 
of extraordinary ladies will prepare and serve an authentic Colombian meal of Arepas and Cuban mariquitas. 
Registration is necessary so we can plan for adequate food preparation. 

As part of the evening, our goal is two-fold:

1. Raise awareness of the ministries of Far Reaching Ministries and Dwellings Now;

2. Raise funds to send teams to build two houses this year with Dwellings Now.

Many families at Watersprings already support orphaned and fatherless children through FRM. Wes will provide 
information regarding their extraordinary work in the Sudan, as well as the perilous efforts in Afghanistan, and 
you may choose to take part in that monthly support. Pastor Ty has known Wes personally for decades, through 
Calvary Chapel, and highly recommends the ministry of FRM as one which is not only scripturally legitimate, but is 
trustworthy in terms of financial accountability.

Pastor Dave has had an on-going relationship with Tom and Linnea Hackett since 1990 when they first did ministry 
together in Mazatlán, Mexico with YWAM and Surfers For Missions International. “Tom and Linnea have always had 
a tendency to think outside the box and sort of color outside the lines,” says Dave. “The idea of Tom doing alternate 
missions and building full on houses for the poor while bringing the Gospel to unreached people surprises nobody 
who knows the Hacketts.” The Watersprings Team who worked so hard last year with Pastor Shane and Dwellings to 
build a house in Cofradía, Mexico, can attest to the radical love for Jesus and for people on the part of the Dwellings 
Now Team.

A weekend with these two “Adventurers” for Jesus will not disappoint. Make plans now to block off time to attend 
one of the four regularly scheduled weekend meetings, and whatever you do, do not miss the Missions Supper on the 
27th. Go online today at watersprings.net and get registered, or scan this QR Code.

Recommended donation to cover the cost of the meal is $10.
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A 4-WEEK SERIES FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT ON 
JESUS’ MINISTRY
SERIES OVERVIEW: 

Page-turners are exciting books, the kind you 
don’t want to put down, the kind you would stay 
up extra late to read. Books are exciting when 
we can find ourselves in the stories and imagine 
being a part of the adventure. This month we 
are going to look at some of the page-turning 
stories of the Bible. Each of these stories has 
something valuable to teach us about our patient 
and powerful God who prepares us to fight 
temptation and celebrates us, the heroes in our 
own real-life adventures!

If you love Jesus, we are in need of volunteers for Weekend and Wednesday night services, 
message Tiffany or fill out a volunteer application on the Watersprings Church website. 

To be added to our monthly parent newsletter, message Tiffany at Tiffany@watersprings.net
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Do you need help with a habit you want to break?

It’s something that you know is a mistake?

Habits always start small, they’re easy to do.

Habits are hard to break, this is also true.

Smoking is a habit that we know is very bad.

It kills, it’s the death of many a mom and dad.

We have all seen someone light up that cigarette.

They do it in desperation, they can hardly wait.

What is the answer to breaking any habit, do you know?

The solution is in the Bible, it’s the place to go.

The Bible tells us that we are wonderfully made.

Yet bad habits can and will cause your health to fade.

God wants you to be able to help others like you.

You are not the only one with that problem, it’s true.

Smoking, drinking and drugs are a demonic tool.

These habits are the fall and demise of many a fool.

When you get that urge, God will help you every day.

If you want to quit, ask God for divine help as you pray.

He has a destiny for all. If you’re still alive this includes you.

Yes! God still has a very important project for you to do.
Chaplain Anthony Murphy, ND
AChaplainsBookofPoems.com
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Thank you for being a part of 
the Watersprings family!

(208) 524-4747       watersprings.net

@go2watersprings

@Watersprings Church

MONTHLY HAPPENINGS
5 Mens Breakfast - 8:00am / Fellowship Hall

6 Cop Church - 5:00pm / Fellowship Hall

7 Basics of Bible Prophecy Starts - 3:30pm / Homestead

11-12 Ladies Conference - 7:00pm / Sanctuary

13 Josh Wilson Concert - 7:00pm / Sanctuary

13 Parent Workshop - 6:00pm / Fellowship Hall

20 Coffee with the Pastor - 2:00pm / Creative Studio

25 Night of Worship - 7:00pm / Creative Studio

26-27 Mission Emphasis Weekend

27 Mission Outreach Fundraiser - 7:00pm / Fellowship Hall


