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M O N T H LY  N E W S L E T T E R

SUFFERING, DECREE, PROVIDENCE, AND ME - PART 6
The decree of God is “the plan” and the providence of God is how “the plan” gets done. There are four commonly 
held views on providence, how God chooses to work His decreed plan. There is the Meticulous Providence, Active 
Providence, Free Will Providence, and Dynamic Providence. Each one with active supporters and haters. You would 
think that is a harsh word in a place where we hope for loving relationships and educational freedom, but some of 
the blogs I have read are downright nasty. Those who dissent from each view are not necessarily meek and mild in 
their dissension. Wow! By the way, do not hope for one moment we are coming to the end of this with a single view 
of providence, because we are not. I am seeking to understand and explain each position in order to have mature 
and loving relationships and rich conversations in our study of theology together. 

The Meticulous view of providence is the commonly held view of most if not all Calvinists and those who do not 
know they are or have been Calvinists yet. This position holds that God has written a plan (divine decree) put into 
place before time began and in order to see His plan accomplished He controls absolutely everything in both the 
seen and unseen realms to the smallest detail. He causes, or gives permission, to everything with the purpose for 
all events within the tapestry of human history to accomplish His plans. So, when we come to the problem of evil, 
Meticulous Providence means that God ordains evil for His purpose and glory and ultimately for our greater good in 
the end. This is both in the individual and corporate view for humanity. Meticulous Providence has been said to be 
the best of all possible worlds for God’s glory. Not for human happiness, of course, but God’s glory alone. If there 
was a better way, God would have done that instead, as He knows all things from the end to the beginning. How 
can we understand practically how this view works? The Meticulous view of providence is as if God is to history 
as Shakespeare is to Hamlet. He writes if before it was published and the outcome is the same each time because 
it is in the script. There are of course other choices that could be made, (free will) but they are not in the script 
so the outcome is pre-determined (determinism). So, God writes the script and we make our choices. There are 
no capricious decisions made and here we find the prevailing disposition of the human will. This is not fatalism. 
Humanity has freedom to do what we want and what we want is what God wants because it is in the script. There 
is no contrary choice, but you are free to choose none-the-less. The solution to the free will problem, if you will, is 
what is coined as “compatibilism.” Simply stated as the thesis, that free will is compatible with God’s determinism. 
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Why? Moral responsibility. God is sovereign but we are 
responsible for our action, so free will is a necessary 
human condition. With that in mind, how does the 
meticulous view hold to the sovereignty of God? Within 
the Meticulous view, God is SOVEREIGN and controls 
every detail of the world. In doing so, God has good 
intent in our suffering. In this, we can take heart knowing 
our suffering is not ever wasted or unnecessary. (Eph. 
1:11; Gen. 45:5; 50:20; Rom. 8:28) I have found this to be 
the default for many in my context, whether they know 
it or not. This brings us to a mystery within this view. 
How God can control every detail and humans still be 
responsible for evil? Yes, bad things happen and people 
do bad things, yet there is no wasted pain or action. 
What evil people do is up to them not God. So, God 
cannot be blamed for it. Does God decree evil? Here is 
where we come to a Meticulous view faith statement: 
“God is too good to do evil and too wise to make a 
mistake.” Most of us can receive that, but the questions 
that are obviously raised during seasons of pain and 
suffering are, “What is God’s purpose in this,” “What is 
God teaching me in this,” and, “How can God allow this?” 
All things we must wrestle through in times of personal 
and corporate crisis.

“In this view, all events of history are in line with God’s 
directive will, though they are against His will of desire 
which is His revealed will.” Although we do not know the 
outcome or purpose of pain and suffering; Meticulous 
providence understands that nothing is purposeless or 
wasted. Even though evil is irrational, there is a divine 
good behind all evil, pain and suffering. The worst evil 
and suffering imaginable, the example of Jesus’ death 
on the Cross, has brought about the greatest good in 
history – the redemption of creation. There is such an 
incredibly good outcome from Christ’s suffering on the 
Cross according to 1 Cor. 2:8. Satan does not even realize 
it. “But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the 
hidden wisdom which God ordained before the ages 
for our glory, which none of the rulers of this age knew; 
for had they known, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory.” (1 Cor. 2:7–8) This view holds that there 
are no genuine accidents. You could also say there is 
no such thing as a coincidence in the Kingdom of God. 
Meticulous providence on Ephesians 1:11, “In Him also 
we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined 
according to the purpose of Him who works all things 
according to the counsel of His will.” 

The Active view of providence is the view that God 
created image-bearing humans to join Him in the war 
with evil, giving them freedom and purpose to rule with 
Him. Satan attacked humans through deception, and 
shame and defilement entered God’s good creation. 
(Genesis 1-3) God now actively works in His good 
creation by limiting, frustrating, and bringing good in 
the midst of the resulting evil from the fall. The evil that 
is in the world is a result of the morally free actions of 
God’s creatures and their actions are morally significant 
to God’s decree. What we do matters. This ultimate 
plan is to make a beautiful bride for His precious Son 
and to crush the Serpent together. (Gen. 3:15; Eph. 1:11) 
Out of the vile actions of humanity and the worst evil 

imaginable by man, God is all-loving and all-powerful 
enough to bring good out of every situation. God, the 
protector of His people, never slumbers (Ps. 121:4), 
and is always working to limit and frustrate evil in a 
broken world. Yet, death, disease, and physical calamity 
are part of this broken world. Suffering comes as a 
consequence of the sinful actions of the sufferer, other 
human beings, or the natural world they inhabit in the 
unimaginable tragedies that natural disasters can bring 
upon humanity. Within this context of human suffering 
and evil is a place where God’s glory is demonstrated 
in the manifestation of His active work to defeat evil 
with good, although we protest evil and know that evil 
is wrong and irrational. We can trust God who gave His 
life for us, and in doing so, to join us in our suffering 
as we war against it and choose to be completely and 
tenaciously loyal to, trust in, and believe God even when 
doing so does not make sense, in that God is glorified 
by our faith response in our suffering and not just the 
circumstances themselves. God is actively overcoming 
evil through the mercy of redemption and we are active 
participants with Him as we fight to defeat evil with 
Him by doing good (Ja. 2:14-26; Eph. 2:8-10). Why do 
we fight against evil with God? Why does He not just 
eliminate evil? Well, if God were to just eliminate evil, 
He would have to eliminate us. So, we actively fight the 
fight of faith. So, in the middle of all this, we do not pray, 
“Why, oh God?” We pray, “How long, O, Lord,” (Ps. 13:1; 
37:13; 74:9-10; 94:3-4; Rev. 6:10) and “May Your Kingdom 
come” (Matt. 6:10; Luke 11:2). So, when we come to the 
problem of evil, Active Providence means that God is 
in an active war with evil usually overcoming it with 
good. God is actively with us in our pain and suffering 
and as His image-bearers are partnering with God in 
this war in order to bring Him glory and blessings and 
answers during pain and suffering by overcoming evil 
with God. God is at work commencing His battle plan, 
as it were, where He directs history to its appointed 
goal of crushing the Serpent and establishing the pure 
creation thus restoring this broken world and bestowing 
on us partnership in ruling the world. The Active view of 
providence is as if God is to history as a captain is to a 
mutinous ship. Think of Satan as the first mate leading 
the mutiny. Some may follow the first mate, but in the 
end, the captain will get the boat to its pre-destined 
port where the mutineer and all of his followers will 
be brought to justice. Everyone on the boat is free to 
choose if they will get involved with, or remain with the 
mutiny, or choose to be or remain loyal to the captain 
and his leadership. They have free will to determine their 
direction but they can only make those free choices 
within the limits of the ship. This is known as limited 
contrary choice. Within the active view, God is sovereign. 
He is accountable to no one. He is the Captain of the 
ship. His plan and purposes cannot be overcome God 
does what He wants, but not everything that happens is 
what God wants to happen. (Ps. 115:3; Jer. 32:35; Eph. 1:11; 
Gen. 37:8; 39:2-3; 50:20; Gen. 45:5) 

BY: 
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A LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS OF SOCIAL MEDIA
by Abbey Moe

Social Media platforms seem to have taken quite a hold of our current 
society. It’s a way for people to keep up with distant relatives and friends, 
run their businesses, and just get their face out in the world with the 
hope to become viral. However, while none of these concepts seem 
harmful, social media has come with its fair share of problems. Social 
Media can cause self-doubt, image issues, comparison and has content 
that no one should be able to see. 

Despite the negatives, Social Media will continue to reside in our world 
but, there is still hope to have a positive impact across the Internet. Mark 
16:15 says, “And He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the 
gospel to all creation.’” God’s word also tells us to be a light in a dark 
world to glorify God and to bring others to His word, (1 Tim. 4:2; Matt. 
5:13-16). As Christians, we are called to evangelize and spread the Word 
of God throughout the world and Social Media can be a great way to do 
that. Whether it is by showing a Christlike lifestyle or putting the Word 
onto your page, that is being a light in the darkness.

You may have noticed Watersprings Church, Greenhouse Coffee, 
and Watersprings Thrift have become more active on Instagram and 
Facebook. My goal with Watersprings’ Social Media platforms is to do 
exactly what I wrote about in the above paragraph. While not every post 
has a Bible verse attached, and Greenhouse and Watersprings Thrift 
have a different type of content than the Church itself, I still hope to 
drop those seeds to bring our followers closer to Christ whether they are 
already believers or not. 

Pastor Ty often talks about Love up, Love in, Love out and Love now, fulfilling our duty as Christians to focus on our 
relationship with Christ, making sure we are solid in our faith and creating a community with other believers, but not 
just stopping there. We still have to have outreach as part of our lives. Loving outside the church and finding those 
who don’t know Jesus to bring them the hope of the Gospel, and knowing that we must do these things right now in 
our daily lives. I find we can get stuck in the mindset that we are not missionaries but, our own community, the city in 
which we live can very much so be our mission field. Social Media can let that specific mission field grow even more. 
Facebook, Instagram, and all the other platforms reach our local community but also have the ability to reach anyone 
in the world with those platforms themselves. 

The goal is not to become famous, viral, or to get thousands of followers. The goal is to make Heaven crowded by the 
grace of God that His word can reach the lost and bring them to our Lord and Savior. We can’t save people or make 
them change their hearts, only God can do that. However, we can live evangelical lives by sharing our faith through 
how we live our lives, speak to others and what we post on social media. 

I encourage you, if you have a Social Media platform to go forward with this evangelical mindset as you continue 
to post. We want the things we put onto the Internet to be uplifting and Christ-centered. John 17:14-15 says, “I have 
given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the 
world. I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.” As this verse says, we 
are in the world but, not of the world. We are citizens of the Kingdom of God. Our lives, including our social media 
interaction, should be kingdom minded. As John says, not everyone will like it but despite that, we can remain 
steadfast in Christ Jesus. Let’s make Social Media our new Mission field and bring the Light of God into that world! 
Abbey Moe is our Watersprings Creative Director. A recent magna cum laude graduate of Idaho State University, earning her Bachelor of Arts in 
theatre performance, Abbey oversees our Social Media presence as well as serving as a leader in our film production ministry. She also serves as 
host of Pastors Q&A, seen on our Social Media platforms each Friday at 7PM.
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WATERSPRINGS LADIES MINISTRY
by Melanie Verhoeven

As summer sets in we sometimes forget to be thankful for all that 
God did throughout the last school calendar year. Ladies Ministry at 
Watersprings has experienced a lot of growth and God has blessed us 
in so many ways. 

In September, we had a mini conference with the theme of, “Serving 
One Another with the Heart of Jesus.” We learned about how to serve 
Jesus by serving others in love. We were challenged to get into God’s 
Word daily, to seek out time to pray, and how to lead in the context of group time. 

Then we kicked off our Ladies Night Out season. We focused on the names and character of God. We learned about 
The Great I AM, Jehovah Shalom, Jehovah Jireh, God Most High, Jehovah Rapha, Abba Father, and Adonai b’som’keh. 
We saw many come to the knowledge of salvation and we saw prayers answered. Our room almost burst at the 
seams with the fellowship and worship of our Lord and Savior.

In March we experienced another wonderful conference: “Lord, Lead Me.” We looked at Jehovah Rah. Glenda Kaser 
brought us comfort from Psalm 23, learning about “The Lord who is our Shepherd.” We also heard from Laurie Orr 
about being “Beside the Still Waters,” while Sylvia Coleman shared with us about “Knowing the Shepherd’s Voice.”

This summer we have a summer study on “Discovering Your Design,” a look at the Proverbs 31 woman. This study 
looks at what God’s Word says about being a woman; not just a wife or mom, but in the true calling we have to be 
ladies that follow Christ, to be virtuous. This study meets on Tuesday evenings from June 21-July 26.

Our Sister-2-Sister ministry has helped many ladies to seek God first. This ministry continues to grow. If you are a 
sister who would benefit from meeting one-on-one with another sister in Christ, trained and equipped to minister to 
you from God’s Word, please call the church office to set up an initial meeting with Celena or Carol.  

New studies are coming this fall, plus we will start up Ladies Night Out in October. God is moving in the hearts of the 
ladies and we are following His leading.

If you are looking to be involved please contact Melanie Verhoeven at melanie@watersprings.net, or call the 
Watersprings office at (208) 524-4747.

We are currently in need of partners for serving at Ladies Night Out.
Melanie Verhoeven is assistant to both Laurie Orr, for Watersprings Ladies Ministry, and to Pastor Ty Orr, in his day-to-day scheduling. Besides 
assisting the Watersprings pastoral team in their day-to-day ministry, Melanie serves in leadership with Ladies Night Out as well as leading our 
Tuesday evening ladies study.

GRIEF SHARE
by Gordon Boyle

It hurts to lose someone, find help at GriefShare.

GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk 
alongside you through one of life’s most difficult experiences. You 
don’t have to go through the grieving process alone. It may be hard 
for you to feel optimistic about the future right now. If you’ve lost a 
spouse, child, family member, or friend, you’ve probably found there 
are not many people who understand the deep hurt you feel.

This can be a confusing time when you feel isolated and have many questions about things you’ve never faced 
before.“ Going to GriefShare feels like having warm arms wrapped around you when you’re shivering.”

Our next 13-week session starts September 12th. Sign up here: https://www.griefshare.org/groups/150852.

Also August 26th from 7-9pm join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Loss of a Spouse movie event. If you have any 
questions please contact Gordon & Roxanne Boyle at 208.524.4747.
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THE WORSHIP EXPERIENCE
by JA and Cyndy Coody

Life these days is hard and seems for many to be getting harder every 
day. Our souls are constantly receiving input from so many things; 
television, social media, news, music. Items that carry heaviness, stay 
with us and potentially cause trauma. Sometimes it is hard to keep up 
with what is going on and how it affects us in the center of our being 
- our heart. We find ourselves shutting down and numbing parts of 
our hearts and minds just to make it through the day. The life Jesus 
promised in John 10:10, “abundant life” seems about as far removed as 
Eden on any given day.

We find ourselves desperately seeking and needing the deeply satisfying life yet we don’t know exactly how to 
access it. We need something more, something we aren’t quite able to define. Things just feel…unsatisfying. Deep 
down, we feel like we are missing the life we were made for. And we are. We are thirsty in places we didn’t realize we 
had and it seems much easier to find relief in a good movie, a night out, or any number of other coping mechanisms.  
These may assuage our thirst temporarily but never really take the thirst away.

Jesus said to the woman at the well “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who is saying to you, ‘Give me a 
drink’, you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.” (John 4:10) He also told His followers, 
“I am the bread of life; the one who comes to Me will not be hungry, and the one who believes in Me will never be 
thirsty.” (John 6:35) In fact, so many times in the Bible, God compares Himself to the core needs we have; rest, food, 
drink, and love. He wants a relationship with us. A connection through which to share His abundant need-filling love 
with us. This is why He came to die for us.

But how exactly does this work? First, we need to recognize that God is meant to speak to us and we are meant 
to hear His words - His voice. Jesus said in John 10: 1-5 that His sheep hear His voice and follow Him. Learning to 
hear the Lord’s voice takes some practice, care and discipleship, but hearing from Him personally is a necessary 
part of being in a relationship with Him as a Christian. A relationship that only includes one-way talking isn’t really 
a relationship.  

Second, we need to create a space and time to hear Him.  Our lives are so busy and focused on so many things 
that we often miss the voice of God speaking to us. Dallas Willard says, “In order to hear the voice of God, we must 
aggressively eliminate busyness.” Even a quick and compulsive reading of the Bible can cause us to completely miss 
the voice of the Holy Spirit whispering to our hearts.  We must learn to slow down and find quiet in order to hear 
God’s still, small voice.

Third, we need to learn to worship. Worship creates a special atmosphere during which we can experience God’s 
presence and open our hearts for Him to affect us. It is an essential part of our lives. And while it may include music, 
it must include a heart-felt desire to come into communion with God.

The Worship Experience is a dedicated time and place to listen and hear the Holy Spirit speaking to us, and to 
respond in worship. If you haven’t experienced listening for the voice of God, this is a great place to come to learn. If 
you have been listening and love opportunities to worship and pray, this is perfect for you. If you just want a deeper 
walk with God that will begin to transform your life, please come visit and listen for His voice with us.

A typical Worship Experience has a Biblical theme to guide the time.  During our previous times together we have 
worshiped through Mary’s anointing of Jesus, a piece of the Exodus, and Pentecost. We walk through the theme 
with Bible reading, reflection time with soaking music, prayer and responsive worship music. Our highest desire is to 
create a space for everyone to experience God and be changed.

The Worship Experience is planned most months for the second Friday at 7:00 in the 
Creative Studio. The next one is scheduled for July 8th and we hope you will join us!  We 
encourage you to bring your Bible and a journal with you. 
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Crime goes up in the summer months in San Antonio. It 
seems the South Texas heat drives people to stupidity. 
Nineteen-eighty-four was my first summer as a police 
officer, and the first time I was assaulted on duty. Not 
long after checking into service, I received a call to the 
downtown Marriott hotel. I drove to the hotel, notified 
dispatch, and stepped from the car. 

I was immediately met by a sweat-drenched man 
wearing only a swimming suit. He walked up to me, and 
without saying a word took a swing. The fight was on! 
He hit, kicked, and spat at me while I tried to corral him. 
I stepped into him and drove him to the ground. Having 
gained control, I flipped him on his belly, and ordered 
him to comply. When he realized that he wasn’t going 
to win, he gave up. I cuffed, searched, and secured him 
in my blue and white. The fight was over. I had taken a 
couple blows, my uniform was a bit messy, and I had to 
pin my name tag back in place, but I wasn’t injured—and 
no worse for the wear. I got the information needed for 
the report and let dispatch know I was en route to the 
jail when I heard the sergeant on the radio instruct me 
to return to headquarters. 

Whenever a sergeant wanted to contact an officer, it 
usually wasn’t for coffee, it was to chew the officer out 
for something. I didn’t know what the sergeant wanted, 
but I wasn’t looking forward to the meeting. 

The sergeant and a detective met me in the office. I 
related the incident and the sergeant said, “Okay, write 
up an offense report for resisting arrest and book him 
for that.” 

“Yes, sir,” I replied. 

“I’m going to have a talk with him,” the sergeant 
said and left with the man in handcuffs. The 
detective showed me to a desk to write my report. 
A few minutes later the sergeant returned the 
prisoner to me and told him to sit down. I noticed 
red marks on his face consistent with someone who 
was slapped. 

The sergeant pointed his finger in the man’s face 
and said, “You never assault a police officer, do you 
understand me?”

“Yes, sir,” was his whimpered response.

The sergeant looked at me, “Okay, Rupp, I think 
he understands.” 

I suddenly felt a sense of uneasiness inside. What just 
happened? Some call it moral injury.

Moral injury is a wound concerning the principles of 
right and wrong. Moral injury is caused by participating 
in, witnessing, or failing to stop wrong behavior. The 
results of that study will be published soon. The term 
moral injury started gaining ground about ten years ago 
in the military. The term is new to policing. While the 
term may be new to us, the concept it not.

Moral injury is spiritual injury. It is harm done to the 
spirit. It is not Post Traumatic Stress Injury, but it may 
result in PTSI. Physical injury is harm to the body. 
Mental injury is harm to the mind. Moral injury is 
harm to the spirit. Oddly, as highlighted by a recent 
article in the FBI’s Law Enforcement Magazine, mental 
health professionals are the go-to-people to address 
moral injury. Unless the mental health professional is 
a Christian who practices biblical-based counseling, 
that’s not the best choice. Properly trained chaplains 
and clergy should be the go-to professionals. They are 
trained to give counsel concerning spiritual issues. 

In his book Killing from the Inside Out (Cascade 
Books, 2014), Robert Meagher defined moral injury as 
“the violation, by oneself or another, or a personally 
embedded moral code or value resulting in deep injury 
to the psyche or soul. It is what used to be called sin.” 
I agree with Meagher’s conclusion. When all the fancy 
words, scientific definitions, and platitudes are stripped 
away, moral injury is simply sin. Sin is harmful. In fact, it’s 
worse than most people think. Paul wrote, “the wages of 
sin is death” (Rom. 6:23) James said, “sin when it is fully 
grown brings forth death.” (Ja. 1:15)

Sin causes harm. The injury done is not limited to the 
sinner. The sin of a person affects his or her family, 
friends, and peers. And may very well affect many, 
many more. But there is a remedy—forgiveness. God’s 
forgiveness is freely given. In fact, forgiveness cannot be 
earned. Jesus paid the debt we owe, and the debt has 
been wiped out. “For the wages of sin is death, but the 
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
(Rom. 6:23)

I wrote Moral Injury in Policing to help law enforcement 
officers properly deal with moral injury. The book is an 
easy and short read that will help anyone who struggles 
with moral injury. 

MORAL INJURY
by Pastor Tim Rupp
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Mark your calendars! Sunday, August 7th, we will be meeting in Freeman Park for one unified service, at 10:00AM. 
This is a time for your whole family to gather with the entire Watersprings family for worship, fellowship, study, 
baptism, and of course, a barbecue picnic lunch. Grab your lawn chairs, Bibles, bring the whole family, and come as 
you are. Typically, the first weekend in August is when Watersprings gathers at Freeman Park for our annual “Church 
in the Park.” 

Worship will begin promptly at 10:00, and then Pastor Ty will share a clear and concise Gospel message. Be sure 
to invite your unsaved friends, family, and neighbors. There will be a team of readied altar-call workers to pray with 
people who want to make their commitment to Christ, and of course, believer’s baptism in the river immediately 
following. Multiple teams of pastors and elders will be waiting and ready to baptize those who wish to make that 
public profession of faith by following the Lord in obedience through baptism. 

If you would like more information on what it means to be baptized and why every believer in Christ should be 
baptized, you can pick up our booklet in the Resource Center, “Let’s Talk About Baptism,” or call the church office 
and make an appointment to speak with one of the pastors.

Of course, “Church in the Park” would not be complete without the annual picnic lunch. Watersprings provides grilled 
hot dogs and hamburgers, and you provide chips or sides for your own families. We will have tables set out for 
those who wish to share desserts with others. Pastor Dave insisted we include, “As always, pecan pies and German 
chocolate cakes are welcome.” 

REV Radio will have their booth set up, so swing by and meet Gary Austin, the “Voice of the Valley,” and host/
producer of Pastors Live. Also, Greenhouse Coffee always brings their booth and they will have coffee and cold 
drinks available.  

Watersprings KidMin will have games and activities for the kiddos, and you are certainly encouraged to bring some 
of your own.

Church in the Park is always a great time for the whole family so we encourage you to start preparing now by 
praying and planning on who you will invite. Come early, and get a good spot to park your chairs, blankets, and 
family. If you would like to volunteer to help with the grilling, set up, and/or clean up, please call the church office at 
(208) 524-4747.
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LOVE OUT
Missions-Outreach Update

This is an exciting year for Watersprings Missions Outreaches. In March, Watersprings hosted a fantastic Missions 
weekend and announced our vision to build two homes with Dwellings Ministries, overseen by veteran adventure 
missionary Tom Hackett. Last year, we built our first Dwellings home in Cofradía, Mexico, so building two homes this 
year is quite a goal for us. We are believing God to provide for us to build one home in Roatán, Honduras in July, and 
another in Palmor, Colombia in October. We are blessed by the involvement of our Watersprings family and are so 
thankful to announce that we have all the funds for the first home in Honduras. We are now preparing and saving for 
the second build in Columbia, in October. The total funds needed for this project: $17,000.

As we partner together, it is important to remember our church heart when we go on mission. Remember everyone 
at Watersprings is on the Outreach Team. We need Givers, Goers, and Prayer Warriors to come along side us. Please 
consider helping us reach this Goal through all three of those avenues of teamwork!

The Columbia team has been requested by Tom Hackett to be a team that is small (around 8-10 people max), flexible, 
and of skilled trade. The reason behind this is that Watersprings will be the FIRST team to build a Dwellings home in 
Columbia. We will be pioneering the itinerary, hospitality, and job site conditions for teams who will be coming in the 
future. What a blessing to be used in this way. 

Besides the Dwellings builds, Watersprings Outreaches also serve alongside other global missions works: the 
Children’s Home in Rosarito, Mexico (Niños Con Fe) on the peninsula of Baja California, and Far Reaching Ministries 
with veteran missionary Wes Bentley in the Sudan, Samaritan’s Purse and Operation Christmas Child with Franklin 
Graham, and of course, we stand with our own precious sister, Michelle Talaski, recently returned home from 
ministering to Ukrainian refugees in Hungary.

Watersprings Missions also serves and supports multiple domestic outreaches, including Pastor Tim Rupp’s Strong 
Blue Line ministry to law enforcement, and Law Enforcement Chaplaincy of Idaho. Besides our own Thrift Store, we 
also have teams serving in the local soup kitchen and Idaho Falls Rescue Mission.

If you feel led to support our Missions-Outreach teams and services financially, missions envelopes are available at 
the missions kiosk in the church lobby. For more information regarding our outreaches, please contact Pastor Shane 
McCurry: shane@watersprings.net, or (208) 524-4747.

A 5-WEEK SERIES FROM COLOSSIANS
SERIES OVERVIEW: 

Week one, kids imagine what it was like when 
Elijah was taken up to heaven. Big Idea is “I can 
dream big with God.” Week two, kids imagine 
what happened with Elisha and the widow’s oil 
Big Idea is “I can have faith in God.” Week three, 
kids imagine being there when Elisha healed the 
Shunammite’s son. Big Idea is “I can count on 
God’s promises.” Week four, kids imagine how 
God was with Elisha during the famine. Big Idea 
is “I can ask God for what I need.” Week five, kids 
imagine how God healed Naaman through Elisha. 
Big Idea is “I can be used by God.”
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BIKING WITH A PURPOSE
by Paul Verhoeven

You’re awakened by a loud voice calling out to you, telling you to wake up.  As you open your eyes you realize it’s 
still dark.  Who is this yelling at you to wake up in the dark?  Why are they waking you up so early?  Suddenly, you 
remember today is Day One of riding your bicycle across the state of Idaho.  Our day begins a little before 5am so 
that we can be on our bikes and riding as close to 6am as possible.  Why do we begin so early?  Because we ride 
approximately 100 miles per day so that we can ride across the state of Idaho in 4 days.  Last year (2021) we had a 
group of sixteen riders who rode from the Oregon border to the Wyoming border.  We rode four hundred miles in 
four days, with about 10,000 feet of altitude gain.  Yes, that’s a lot of riding.  On the first day we rode in 104° heat, 
and on the second day we were riding in 55° weather with pouring rain, plus thunder and lightning.  Why would we 
do this?  There was a good reason.  All of us riders belong to the group Shield 616 and we ride for a purpose.  

Prior to our ride we raised money to purchase rifle-rated bullet proof vests for our local law enforcement, at no cost 
to them.  Many law enforcement agencies have limited budgets and that means protective equipment is too often 
not purchased. Every day that Law enforcement officers report for duty, they literally put their lives on the line for 
each of us. We want to help ensure that those who protect our communities are protected themselves.  When our 
first responders are properly equipped, our communities are strengthened.  

During our ride when we ride into the city of the local law enforcement agency that we are donating vests to, we 
have a vest presentation at a local church.  Last year we held our vest presentation at Watersprings Church.  It was 
an incredible evening.  This year Watersprings Church will again host a vest presentation to the Bonneville County 
Sheriff’s Office on Saturday August 6 at 6pm.  We invite you to come out and support our local Sherriff’s deputies.  
One of the reasons these vest presentations are held in a church is so that we, as a church family, are able to come 
together and lift up our first responders in prayer.  Our desire is to make sure that our local first responders know 
and realize there are people in their communities who not only support them, but also are praying for them. We 
care about their safety and about their spiritual condition.  Jesus said that we, as believers, “are the light of the 
world,” (Matthew 5:14 ESV).  We, as a church community, have a great opportunity to shine our light to our local law 
enforcement community by showing them our support, and by “adopting” them by committing to praying for them 
on a regular basis.
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This year (2022), we have a group of twenty-six riders again riding across the state of Idaho to raise money, support 
our officers, and purchase rifle-rated vests for Bonneville County Sherriff’s office, Twin Falls Police Department, and 
the Bear Valley Sherriff’s Department.  Last year we were able to provide 35 vests to the Bonneville County Sherriff’s 
Office, which is about half of their department.  Currently all of those vests are on deputies.  This year we plan on 
donating 35 more vests to outfit the remainder of the department.  We will be riding from Nevada to Montana this 
year. The dates for our ride this year is August 4-7.  Prayers are greatly appreciated.

You may be wondering what is Shield 616?  It is a non-profit organization committed to protecting law enforcement 
officers and first responders with protective equipment, especially rifle-rated bullet proof vests.  The vests are 
created by Angel Armor and are light enough for officers to wear all day; unlike older designs that were heavy and 
bulky.  The name Shield 616 comes from Ephesians 6:16, “In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which 
you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one,” (ESV).  Bicycle rides are just one of the many different 
fundraisers that are done to help raise money, and vests are presented to various agencies across the United States.  
Currently Colorado and Idaho are the only two states that participate in Border to Border bicycle rides.  This will be 
our second year riding in Idaho, while Colorado has been riding for the past six years.

For additional information about Shield 616 you can visit their website at Shield616.org.  You also can make a 
tax-deductible donation to help purchase rifle-rated bullet proof vests for the Bonneville County Sheriff’s Office 
through their website.  Come show your support on August 6 at the vest presentation.  The greatest thing you can 
do is to pray for the safety and protection, plus wisdom, for our law enforcement officers, deputies, and other first 
responders in our community.
Paul Verhoeven is a teaching elder at Watersprings Church who leads our Thursday evening Resolve Men’s Study and is one of our teachers for the 
Saturday morning Resolve Men’s Breakfast. He and his wife, Melanie, also are part of the Young Adult ministry leadership team. Paul serves with the 
Law Enforcement Chaplaincy of Idaho (LECI).
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2022/2023 SCHOOL YEAR
Watersprings School is very excited for the 2022/2023 
school year to begin. Enrollment is up, and classes 
are filling up quickly. If you are considering Christian 
education, we would love to hear from you. The 
choice you make for your child’s education shapes 
them academically, spiritually, and in their worldview. 
At Watersprings School, we take very seriously the 
responsibility of developing children’s minds in each 
of these areas and recognize that developing skills in 
young people is essential to helping them reach their 
God-given potential.

Our Christian educators help cultivate a worldview in 
which God has His rightful place, and they look to the 
Bible for guidance in answering life’s big questions. Our 
teachers enhance children’s spiritual development in an 
intentional, nurturing manner.

Watersprings School would love to partner with you 
in Christian education. We desire to work alongside 
you to help your child grow spiritually, academically, 
and socially.  

We care about the things you care about; nurturing a 
love for God and people, building character, instilling 
strong principles and values, college and career 
readiness, safety, security, accessible teachers, academic 
excellence, wholesome/biblical peer influence, and 
developing leadership skills and abilities.

As a student of Watersprings School, your child 
will enjoy:

• A loving environment where teachers genuinely care 
for their students

• Affordable Tuition

• Small Class Sizes

• Secure Buildings with Video Surveillance

• Licensed Before and After-school Daycare (7:15 am 
to 6:00 pm)

• A Thriving Athletic Program

• A Full Size Gymnasium and Auxiliary Gym

• Two Beautiful New Playgrounds

We would love to give you a tour and answer any 
questions you may have. Please stop by the school 
office or email us at admissions@waterspringsschool.net.

mailto:admissions@watersprings.net
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Thank you for being a part of 
the Watersprings family!

(208) 524-4747       watersprings.net

@go2watersprings

@Watersprings Church

MONTHLY HAPPENINGS
8 Worship Experience - 7:00pm / Creative Studio

10 LIFE Class Starts - 12:30pm / High School Room 206

22 Family Fun Day Country Western Dance - 6:30pm / Pavilion

24 Coffee with the Pastor - 2:00pm / Creative Studio

26 Watersprings Moms Cress Creek Hike - 9:30am / Cress Creek

29 Youth Worship Night w/ Temple Veil - 7:00pm / Youth Center

31 VBS Evening Session Starts - 6:00pm / Sanctuary


