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M O N T H LY  N E W S L E T T E R

SUFFERING, DECREE, PROVIDENCE, AND ME - PART 7
God does not explain the birth of evil, but we do know how it came into this world. We can tie ourselves up in knots trying to 
fight all this, and I agree with the statement that without the Jesus-narrative, life is pretty much madness with no real hope (Ps 
88:16ff). God is at war with pain and suffering. Here is where we come to a Meticulous view faith statement: “God is loving enough 
and powerful enough to do good in the worst evil.” I would hope we could all get ‘onboard’ with that, but the questions that are 
obviously raised during seasons of pain and suffering are, “What is God doing in this,” “When will Jesus return and stop this,” the 
heartfelt cry of “How long, Oh Lord,” and, “How can we make His glory known in all this?” All these questions we find ourselves 
wrestling with, in our times of pain and suffering both corporately and individually. 

In this view, evil is really evil and God is at war with evil. Dr. Gerry Breshears makes the point, “That while there is a divine good 
and a specific purpose behind some evil, especially evil used to judge evil, most evil is against God’s will though not out of His 
providential restraint.” Although horrific, and the worst evil ever, there is a specific divine purpose shown in the example of Jesus 
and behind the terrible suffering is the greatest good ever. But there is some evil that God rejects in the strongest of terms. The 
examples of Israelites sacrificing their children to Molech’s culinary delight (Jer. 32:32ff). In this view, there are events that are 
against God’s will as well as genuine accidents. Active providence in Eph. 1:11, “God is working all things to fulfill the counsel of His 
will and to crush the Serpent’s head.” I am leaning more in this direction personally, but still see value in the other views as well.

The Free Will view of providence is the commonly held view of most who consider themselves Arminian, whether they know it or 
not. This view holds that God has perfect knowledge of all history and in knowing the end from the beginning He makes His plan 
(decree) accordingly. God only interferes occasionally people’s decisions and never for salvation. The Free Will providence sees the 
world broken, and a place where God works His glory. So, when we come to the problem of evil, Free Will providence means that 
God allows us to choose evil for the sake of true and loving relationship. Note that God gives people permission to choose, but not 
permission, to do evil. The Free Will view of providence is as if God is to history as a good King to the subjects of His Kingdom. So in 
order for there to be real loving relationship, you must be able to refuse. So, for a “yes” answer to be meaningful there must be the 
actual possibility of a “no” answer. So, to have free will to say “no” means that the “yes” has true meaning. So, God allows evil for the 
sake of loving relationships. Without choice, there is no love. Humans have the freedom to make their own choices. While these true 
choices are limited by humanity and character it is never fixed internally or externally. It is free. Within the Free Will view, God is not 
accountable to anyone and as the earlier views above show, His plan [decree] cannot be thwarted. (Acts 12:7; 12:23) 
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This now brings us to a mystery within this view, “How God 
can control history’s outcome and not control people’s 
choices? This is a logical question and brings us to what 
is known as Incompatibilism. The dichotomy is between 
determinism and free will where one must choose one or 
the other, for a deterministic universe is completely at odds 
with the notion that a person has a free will. Here is where 
we come to a Free Will view faith statement: “God is working 
His rescue mission to the world. He loves us and respects our 
decision to join Him, or not.” God loves us so much that He will 
let us choose eternal destruction if that is what we desire? A 
question that is obviously raised is, “When will people respond 
to God’s love and join His rescue mission in the world?” This is 
the call of the mission-minded. Everyone has the opportunity 
to choose or reject the King and we are commissioned to 
bring that goodness of the Gospel, the message of His love 
and mercy, to everyone. (Matthew 28:18-20) So what are we 
waiting for? 

In this view, there can be genuine accidents and the evil that 
is created by the free will choice of angels and people are 
against God’s will. Dr. Gerry Breshears writes, “God can and 
does influence people to good, but He cannot give genuine 
free will and also stop the exercise of it, so evil continues until 
the Day of Judgment.” That judgment may be individual, as 
we see for Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 4:28ff and Herod in 
Acts 12:23, national as we find in the Babylonian and Assyrian 
captivities of God’s people, or cosmic as we read in Revelation 
20. God has given the gift of free will to moral agents including 
angels and people as a means so they can choose to enter 
into a genuine loving relationship with Him which is a supreme 
value. But it also means they can exercise their free will to 
choose moral evil instead. This is not God’s good intention 
but a necessary byproduct of free will. Free will providence 
on Ephesians 1:1 – “God will carry to completion the plan to 
redeem and restore creation in spite of human sin and evil.”

The final view is Dynamic Providence also known as Open 
Theology or by some, known as an unsettled providence in 
that God’s plan (decree) is in jeopardy because of things that 
may or may not come to pass.  In other words, God is risking 
failure of His plan. God has created a world in which lots of 
growth and change is happening. So, God works with us in 
this unsettled emergence of future events and He risks failure 
alongside us. This world is a place where God weeps with us. 
His compassion is revealed in His dynamic providential work as 
the dynamics of this world are changed by the evil each day. 
So, when we come to the problem of evil, Dynamic Providence 
means God is suffering with us, not knowing how things are 
going to turn out. Gregory Boyd in arguing this point asks the 
question this way, “One has to wonder why God would create 
beings like Satan and Hitler if he was certain they’d turn out as 
evil as they did and certain they would end up in hell. We can 
easily understand why God must allow free agents to do evil 
and eventually go to hell once He gives them free will, for to 
revoke this gift once it is given is disingenuous. But why would 
God give this gift in the first place if He were certain ahead 
of time that the agent would misuse it to destroy themselves 
and others? This is a good question. The Dynamic view of 
providence could be explained as if God is to history as a 
Chess Master playing in a tournament reacting to his opponent 
in a winner takes all match. There is a risk of loss with every 

move. When it comes to freedom, God may influence 
humanity, but He does not interfere with their choices. 
Consider how this view sees the sovereignty of God. He does 
want good things to happen but everything in the world is 
running amuck and He is constantly trying to fix the mess 
we, under the influence of evil, are creating, as He risks failure 
at each juncture. As Gerry Breshears states, “Seems more 
like a Greek concept of divinity the church can do without,” a 
God who is not actually in control of everything but is divine 
enough to influence things as He can. This view does hold a 
high value on prayer. Will God be in the trenches with us? This 
now brings us to a mystery within this view, “How can God 
have hope, or give hope and have genuine risk to His decree?” 
Here is where we come to a Dynamic view faith statement: 
“God is a fellow sufferer who understands.” I appreciate this 
sentiment but would think that this idea is more connected 
to the Incarnation than foreknowledge, decree, or providence. 
(See Hebrews 4:15; Philippians 2:8) “What will we do in this?” I 
am not sure and will spend years trying to get my head around 
this one for I am unable to contemplate the Almighty God ever 
being in a place to even risk, let alone experience failure. 

What do we do with this now? Well, we all agree God has a 
plan (decree) but how He gets the plan done (provenance) 
seems to be up for some debate and there is much we can 
learn from each other. But, are these differences worth dying 
for? Probably not. However, for some, these are the hills they 
have started many wars on. Wars with people, and God, 
they cannot hope to win and in turn, countless believers and 
unbelievers have been hurt along the way. We need to choose 
our battles with more wisdom (James 1:5). To quote a great 
man, “If it isn’t worth dying for, it isn’t worth fighting for!” But 
the discussions are so much fun. As I said earlier, I was going 
to write on the authority of Scripture, this I would die for, even 
the doctrine of the Trinity, I am all in. But, to dig in my heals 
regarding providence seems to be the wrong place to take 
“a last” stand. Again, can’t we all seek to get along and love 
each other? We are the family of God after all. We can debate 
and discuss providence and learn much from each other as I 
have enjoyed, but in the end, we will need to decide where we 
stand for ourselves. So, on what some of us now call the Gerry 
Breshears “4D” scale, providence, in my opinion, is not a die-
for. It has, sadly, become a divide-over issue for sure. There is 
lots of room for healthy and loving debate here, but in the end, 
each one must decide for themselves how to view providence. 
Paul writing to Timothy instructs him to, “…avoid foolish 
and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife (2 
Timothy 2:23). To Titus, Paul writes that he should, “…avoid 
foolish disputes, genealogies, contentions, and strivings about 
the law; for they are unprofitable and useless (Titus 3:9). I love 
wrestling with these things, but not at the cost of genuine, 
loving relationships with my brother and sister. I would say at 
this point that God has a plan and He will accomplish His plan 
and how that happens is, well, in every view, a bit mysterious. 
(Philippians 1:6) So, by faith we choose to follow a great and 
awesome God. 

BY: 
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I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not 
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 

may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
Romans 12:1-2, KJV

But we all, with unveiled faces, looking as in a mirror at the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 
image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:18, NASB20)

The more conversations about the Word of God and what it means to live a transformed spiritual life, the more we 
find there are many misconceptions, misperceptions and uninformed positions of what it means to hold the Biblical, 
Christ-centered worldview. For clarity, let us understand a few key Biblical essentials that will never change:

• One, God cannot lie, (Titus 1:2, 2 Timothy 3:16-17), which affirms His Word is true and completely trustworthy and 
authoritative in all applications of life; 

• Two, Jesus and the Holy Spirit are fully God, (Acts 5:3-4, 20:28);

• Three, that means, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, are in perfect concert with each other; completely 
unified, and will never, ever contradict one another. 

So, when we read the Word of God, the Holy Spirit, who indwells every believer, will always know and agree with and 
fully lead us in truth. In this article, the emphasis is on the spiritual transformation journey of the born-again believer. 
With this as our foundation, let’s dive into the Word of God together and delve into the reality and necessity of 
spiritual transformation. 

In both of the above passages of Scripture, the apostle Paul writes to New Testament believers in Jesus of his desire 
that they should experience transformation. The word he uses is the ancient Greek word metamorphoo, from which 
we get the word metamorphosis. 

To the Corinthians he writes that they should expect to experience transformation – a metamorphosis – into the 
glorious image of the Lord, and that they should be being transformed continuously from glory to greater glory by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Contextually, he writes to them contrasting the Christian experience of growing from 
glory to greater glory with Moses’ experience of the diminishing afterglow, (2 Cor. 3:13). To the Roman believers he 
contrasts being transformed with being conformed.  The idea of being conformed comes from a compound word 
which means to be a synthetic copy of another schematic. In our vernacular, we might use the word “counterfeit.” 

THERMOMETERS AND THERMOSTATS
A collaborative article from Pastors Dave Coleman & Joe Stepp
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Another way of understanding the difference between 
being transformed and being conformed might be to 
think of the difference between a thermostat and a 
thermometer. They both can be found hanging on the 
wall, but they have two entirely different functions. The 
thermostat exists to change the atmosphere in the room 
while the thermometer exists to reflect the atmosphere 
of the room. The thermostat can be adjusted to, in turn 
change or “transform” the conditions of the climate 
in its environment. The thermometer is designed to 
do no such thing; it merely reflects or “conforms” to 
the conditions of its environment. Clearly, the apostle 
Paul wants his readers to be thermostats, not merely 
thermometers. He wants us not to conform, but to 
be those instruments through which God transforms 
our environment. That happens when our spirits are 
adjusted or transformed.

The only other place this word metamorphoo is used in 
the New Testament is in Mark 9:2-3 where we are told, 
“...Jesus took with Him Peter, James, and John, and 
brought them up on a high mountain by themselves. 
And He was transfigured before them; and His garments 
became radiant and exceedingly white, as no launderer 
on earth can whiten them,” [NASB20]. Notice, with 
transformation, there is visible, evidentiary change. 
Something is clearly, visibly different than it was before 
the metamorphosis.

Before we were born again, we walked in darkness; we 
were slaves to sin. We used to walk in disobedience 
(Romans 11:30), but God was merciful toward us and He 
saved us. We used to be part of the kingdom of death 
and darkness, but now we are light in the Lord and walk 
as children of light, (Ephesians 5:8). We used to walk as 
children of disobedience, fulfilling our own carnal lusts, 
but now we have put off those things and have put on 
the new self in Christ, (Colossians 3). Indeed, that is what 
it means to be born again. But remember, unlike Moses, 
we are not meant to start off with a bang and then 
diminish. We are to grow from glory to greater glory.

Being born again is pretty simple stuff... it’s meant to 
be simple. “Repentance toward God and faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ” is how Paul described salvation 
in Acts 20:21. This is an act of the will. And the will is 
determined in the mind. Thus, transformation begins in 
the mind. Consider again Paul’s words in Romans 12:2, “...
be transformed by the renewing of your mind...” We are 
not transformed by “doing” anything. However, being 
transformed will definitely change what we are doing.

On the other hand, being conformed is based on 
feelings: “How do I feel about that expectation? How do 

I feel about my spouse? 
How do I feel about my 
parents’ rules? How do 
I feel about that Sunday 
sermon? How does 
my wardrobe make 
me feel?” Feelings can 
be deceptive. Feelings 
can be fickle. Like a 
thermometer, feelings 
can be influenced by 
the atmosphere of 
their environment.

Now, to be clear, God created us to have feelings; His 
design, not ours. And God created us to be doers. 
In fact, He tells us to “be doers of the Word, and not 
hearers only,” (James 1:22). The danger is when one has 
the tendency to be a bit lazy in their faith and they say, 
“Don’t give me all your theology, just tell me what the 
rules are and I’ll follow them as best I can.” Well, that’s 
called “religion,” not relationship. The word religion 
literally means to “bind up.”  Jesus did not come to bind 
us up with a bunch of rules and regulations. He came to 
free us up to be in vital, thriving, growing and glowing 
relationship... regardless of how we feel. Thus, Paul 
tells us in Romans 12 the evidence of transformation is 
clearly seen in our service; we become doers, as is only 
reasonable. But we must remember that being “doers” 
does not transform us, being transformed affects what 
we do. 

How are we transformed? We are transformed by the 
renewing of our mind.

How is our mind renewed? By the washing of water by 
the Word, (Ephesians 5:26).

It is vital that we understand that transformation – 
metamorphosis – happens when that which is being 
renewed is influenced from without. A grain of sand 
cannot “will” itself to become a pearl. In fact, it begins as 
an irritant to the oyster or mollusk, sort of like a splinter 
between the mantle and the shell. To defend itself, the 
mollusk secretes multiple layers of nacre around the 
irritant, which ultimately becomes what we know as 
a pearl. In the same way, we are transformed, not by 
pulling ourselves by our own bootstraps, but by allowing 
ourselves to grow from glory to greater glory as the 
Holy Spirit pours over us layers and layers of God’s 
grace and mercy by the continual washing of His Word.

Next month, Pastor Joe Stepp will go deeper into the 
topic of sanctification. Be looking for his article in the 
September Newsletter.

But we all, with 
unveiled faces, 
looking as in a 

mirror at the glory 
of the Lord, are 

being transformed 
into the same image 
from glory to glory, 

just as from the 
Lord, the Spirit.

2 Corinthians 3:18
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FAMCAM’22 – SEARCH FOR THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE
Amazing Fun For The Whole Family 

Watersprings Family Ministries is hosting another amazing Family Camp this summer.

Family Camp 2022, or FamCam’22, is right around the corner and the FamCam Team is absolutely certain it will be a 
total blast for every member of our church family.

Pastor Dave said, “FamCam’22 has a new location, new theme, new time on the calendar, and a new focus this year. 
We’re gonna have fun, fun, fun! If you don’t want to have a great Labor Day weekend, you probably shouldn’t come, 
because we’re gonna have fun, and tons of it!”

Watersprings Family Camp is designed for every member of the church family. From little children, to youth and 
teens, to single adults, through retired grandparents... there is something for everyone to enjoy at this year’s camp. 
And while the theme has been specifically designed for our kiddos, the chapels, events, and activities are also 
appropriate for every age.

Not only has the FamCam Team planned great evening events around the campfire, but there will also be plenty 
of opportunities to swim and lounge at the local hot springs, or take advantage of the miles and miles of biking 
on Harriman Trail or enjoy the nearby ATV trails. We will also enjoy our first ever FamCam Night Hike, as well as 
canoeing and kayaking at the lake, fishing right onsite at the campgrounds, or playing a little foosball, air-hockey, or 
ping-pong in the game room. Or, you can just lounge around the camp, or take in a little shopping down the hill in 
downtown Ketchum.

Of course, Family Camp would not be complete without the annual Saturday Night Talent Show: “Watersprings’ 
Got Talent.” This is always a camp favorite and you just never know what to expect, but you can expect just about 
anything! Over three decades of family ministry, Pastor Dave says he’s just about seen it all: “juggling, magic and 
illusions, unicycling, family skits and sketches, one-man-bands, and food scarfing... I’ve seen it all. We’ve had rappers, 
break dancers, acrobats, and ballerinas. From accordions and banjos, to tap dancing and bluegrass... Come one, 
come all. Show us your talent. Play bongos? Bring it! Card tricks? Show us what you’ve got. Cowboy poetry? Why 
not?” Watersprings’ Got Talent is always a hit!
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Also this year, we will have a fun Pirate Costume Contest at Saturday 
morning Chapel. Children are encouraged to come to Saturday 
morning chapel wearing their best pirate costume. There, they 
will get to meet the First Mate of the Good Ship Salvation, Jean 
Baptista, who will share with them the first of five special messages 
from the Captain of our Salvation. At this Chapel, the children 
will learn that they are invited by the Captain of our Salvation to 
join the crew of the Good Ship Salvation. They will be given the 
opportunity to engage in the quest to search for the pearl of great 
price. Throughout the weekend, they will receive assignments, special 
messages, and clues from the Captain of our Salvation. They’ll have 
Scripture verses to learn and memorize, and plenty of opportunities 
to win prizes from Jean Baptista’s treasure chest.  

Accommodations for FamCam’22 are available at three different 
levels: tenting, RV’ing, or staying in one of the bunk houses. Pricing 
information for all three levels is available at watersprings.net. We are 
hosting FamCam’22 at Cathedral Pines Baptist Camp and Conference 
Center in Ketchum, Idaho this year. (https://www.cathedralpines.org). 

Cathedral Pines is a bit rustic on some accommodation levels, and 
up-to-date on other levels. We have a bunkhouse reserved for single 
guys and one for single gals. Also, if multiple families are comfortable 
bunking together in bunkhouses, you can request bunkhouse 
accommodations together.

The Chapel and multi-purpose room is one of the newer buildings 
on the campus of this over-one-hundred-year-old camp, and it is 
beautiful. The kitchen and Sawtooth Grill make up the dining hall 
where we will enjoy freshly prepared meals together. The kitchen 
staff is fully trained and adequately prepared to meet any special 
food needs.

Ron and Linda Davis are working diligently with Cathedral Pines staff 
and the Watersprings FamCam Team to organize exciting games and 
fun competition for all of us to enjoy... or simply watch... your choice. 
Pastor Steve Redmer has also been working diligently in putting 
together a FamCam’22 Worship Team, and working on some special 
songs just for this camp. Other Team members are coming together 
to write and create fun Bible activities for the kiddos.

Of course, Watersprings Family Camp is centered around the Word 
of God. While there will be teachings specifically geared for children’s 
understanding, they will also be intended to challenge and equip 
adults of all ages, and give parents and older siblings the tools to 
assist the younger kiddos with their clues and questions.

Space is limited, so you are encouraged 
to register for this year’s Labor Day 
weekend Family Camp soon... 
https://watersprings.churchcenter.com/
registrations/events/1349227.
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Name: _____________________________________________________    Date: _______

Baptism Crossword Puzzle
1

2 3 4

5 6

7

8

9 10

11

12 13

14

Across

3. Most prominent in

rank, importance, or

position

6. The river Jesus was

baptized in

8. Your family tree.

Family history

9. To be sorry for your

sins, sincere regret for

your sins.

12. A building devoted

to worship

13. God’s plan for Jesus

and us. A work or

vocation of a minister of

religion

14. Immersion, A

ceremonial dip

Down

1. Zechariah’s son

2. Plural form of Old 
Testament predictions

4. Able to be relied on

as honest or truthful

5. The promised

deliverer of the Jewish

nation

7. Following rules and

instructions

10. 3 in 1, Father, Son,

and Holy Spirit

11. Fully God and Fully

Man
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The role of work for humanity is clear from the 
beginning; it was part of mankind’s purpose. If it is a 
part of our purpose, then how does God want us to go 
about this? What does it mean to work, and why do we 
do it? What happens when man does not work? What 
role does culture play in the concept of work? These are 
important questions to consider moving forward. We as 
believers need to have a response to this. The theology 
of work is an important part of our faith. How we 
interact with work will reflect our values, and principles, 
which should reflect our faith. 

What does it mean to work?

Work, from the beginning, has been a part of our 
existence with the example found in the Garden of Eden. 
However, interestingly, as we see further in Genesis the 
role of work becomes altered after Adam and Eve are 
banished from the garden. At that point, work takes on 
a different element than before; work became laborious. 
The Edenic concept of work has not been recorded 
as being something they sweat and toiled over. Their 
participation was not questioned nor eluded either. We 
see in the scriptures after the fall is when they were 
to endure hardship through work 
and childbearing. 

However, much of what we know 
as the modern work experience 
is unique to the technological 
advancements taken place over the 
last hundred years or so. The ancient 
world overwhelmingly operated out 
of an agrarian culture. Therefore, 
setting the context largely as hard 
labor. Nonetheless, since the fall, the 
concept of work or working has inherent characteristics 
shared throughout time periods.  Work has grown 
to encompass more mental rather than physical 
effort. With this shift in modernity there can be real 
ramifications for imbalance. Mental stressors such as 
anxiety and depression can become present as a result 
of exceeding one’s mental capacity. When this happens, 

it needs to be addressed rather than ignored. Balancing 
oneself in this manner can happen through conversation, 
prayer, exercise, seeking wisdom, reading scriptures, or 
examining one’s heart for motivation. These methods 
as well as others can help realign someone’s disposition 
back with the purpose of work. 

Working has been defined as completing tasks and 
producing from the fruits of your labor. We saw this in 
the garden as well as outside of the garden. Work has 
grown to encompass more mental rather than physical 
effort in modern times. However, physical labor has been 
and always will be a part of the concept of work. With 
these differing paths of working, we can understand 
that working was and still remains a part of the format 
for human existence. That being said, we next will dive 
into the reasons for working. 

Why do we work?

Scripture includes work as being defined through the 
spreading of the gospel as well as toiling the earth. 
We see in Luke Jesus talks about sending workers out 
into the harvest. The work of harvest is necessary to 
the sustenance of temporal life for humanity, just as 

well as the spiritual harvest is the 
sustenance of eternal life for mankind. 
Posturing oneself to view work as 
complementary to kingdom work 
speaks to the purpose of our dwelling 
in this life. 

The work we do is used by the Lord 
to further his kingdom. We are made 
in his image and therefore are driven 
to work. God created this world and 
rested. He worked then rested. We 

in turn are fulfilled through this balance of work and 
rest. We find rest in communing with one another and 
communing with our creator. Remember, just because 
we aren’t doing direct evangelism this doesn’t mean 
we aren’t still working for the kingdom. Our work is 
observed through our attitudes during any given task, 
our ability to overcome obstacles, our work ethic, as well 

THEOLOGY OF 
WORK
by Derek Barmby, Guest Contributor for Watersprings 
Family Ministries
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as our ability to relate to others inside and outside the 
body of Christ. We were made to reflect our creator and 
embody his characteristics while working and resting. In 
essence, our work is largely part of our testimony and 
continues to be such as we continue to exist in this life.

What role does culture play?

We cannot have a discussion about work without 
recognizing the role culture plays. First, we must 
establish that the cultural value of work will differ from 
the heavenly value of work. In the West, we inherited 
the protestant work ethic. Though with time modern 
culture has somewhat strayed away from this discipline.  
History tells of frontier life in that it required battling 
threats such as unfamiliar elements, hostile native 
peoples, and unknown land. Through all this adversity, 
our ancestors persevered and developed the character 
to go along with it. This was then passed down through 
the generations as we developed through an agrarian 
society to the industrial revolution then to the age of 
technology creating a work driven identity. 

As we have entered the modern age of work we have 
seen an increase in the presence of mental, physical and 
spiritual issues. The result of this has redefined the value 
of work collectively and individually. We are pushed to 
innovate more and achieve more at the expense and 
loss of relationship and sanity.  These changes in work 
culture can create anxiety and depression around work.  
There are others however, who suffer from idleness and 
don’t desire to work. This may not be solely blamed on a 
conscious decision to degrade. Certainly, circumstances 
have afforded us the ability to come to a stop with 
global pandemics, job loss, rise in fear, and spiritual 
existential dread. Either way, individuals en masse have 
found themselves in unproductivity, and some have a 
more difficult time than others coming back to work.

For the Christ-follower, we would recognize this decline 
as giving in to a sinful disposition, negating our call 
as image bearers; rotting away in our own idleness, 
devoid of any motivational insight or action, resulting in 
a complete and utter retrograde into an infantile state.  
Through Christ our biblical worldview influences setting 
the culture for perseverance, strength through Christ, 
and faith in the unknown. Modern culture innovates, 
and advances for self-aggrandizement, paired with 
the need to accomplish great things with promotion 
of the individual as the primary goal. Motivation void 
of heavenly purpose is pursuit of self. The believer’s 
responsibility is to remain focused on heavenly purpose 
rather than simply cultural focus. We as believers will 
let our work ethic reflect these characteristics. Our 
work ethic as believers speaks of our testimonies as the 

Imago Dei, created to engage, created to be productive, 
and built to work.

What happens when man does not work?

“Idle hands are the devil’s playground.” This quote from 
Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales is pulled from the biblical 
principle that being idle can be problematic (Proverbs 
6:27). Proverbs 19:5 speaks to idleness and slothfulness 
leading to destruction. In Ecclesiastes 10 we see idleness 
being linked with laziness and a man’s house falling into 
disrepair. Our sinful nature will draw us to laziness and 
inactivity. This as we know runs contrary to the idea of 
working. When we are inactive the scripture seems clear 
to highlight that it is not without repercussion. 

Modern culture has particularly had a hand to play in 
the concept of not working. We have examples in our 
culture of handouts leading to idleness, and destructive 
behavior.  This behavior is easy to observe. When 
people are given provision freely, and there are no 
consequences for lack of responsibility; the temptation 
to become slothful increases. Mankind will give up and 
become anesthetized to work and labor. Humanity 
will suffer deterioration. The characteristics of this 
deterioration can be detrimental to the spirit and the 
mind. As scripture has pointed out in 1 Timothy, idleness 
can cause someone to be a busybody or gossip.

The individual can find themselves in a behavioral cycle 
of lack of accomplishment leading to lack of motivation, 
which leads to lack of accomplishment, which leads 
to lack of motivation. God has given us a format for 
working which benefits the individual as well as the 
group. Paying close attention to this format will not 
only keep you in God’s will but will allow for practical 
tangible benefits. 

Conclusion

The Christ-follower must have a theology of work. 
As scripture points out, a life without work can lead 
to degeneration. The purpose of work is not just for 
provision, scripture speaks also of heavenly purpose. 
God has placed work in our lives to not only reflect 
His character, but to further the kingdom of heaven. 
Deviating from this purpose can result in real life 
consequences. If we are guided by history and 
scriptures, we will understand the role culture plays, and 
what happens when man does not work. Our theology 
of work speaks not only to our love of God, but our love 
of others. We work because we are obedient, we work 
because we are made for it. 
Derek Barmby has a background in mental health and behavioral health care, specializing in 
counseling for addiction and substance abuse disorder. While living in the California greater 
bay area his practice focused on adult and adolescents with the recovery population. His work 
spanned throughout group homes, hospitals, and private practice. Derek is married to Claire 
since 2010 and they have four children ages 10, 6, 3 years, and 3 months. Derek and Claire 
serve as servant leaders for our young family group at Watersprings.
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In the summer of 1986, I was on special assignment to San Antonio’s downtown foot patrol unit. I was 25 years old, 
and after three years on the job, was still learning policing. That summer, my learning took a radical turn. It hit me 
just how much the job changed officers. One hot summer evening, I was walking with my partner, Richard, a ten-year 
veteran. Richard had grown up in San Antonio and loved working in his home city. Like many in the city, Richard was 
raised in the Catholic faith. But policing changed him. After ten years of witnessing how cruel humans can be to each 
other, he questioned his faith. He wasn’t so sure if God even existed. 

Being raised in a solid Christian home, and certain of my faith, I began to 
share with Richard. He questioned me, and while I had answers—or at least 
thought I did—they seemed shallow at best. I realized my answers didn’t 
reach Richard’s heart. A decade of policing had shaken Richard’s faith and 
he wasn’t so sure he could get it back—or if he wanted to. I was shaken too. 
Not my faith, but in my ability to share it with my fellow officers. Looking 
back, I’m not convinced Richard was seeking an answer from a young officer. 
More than anything, he was subtly warning me about how policing changes 
a person. Here’s what I learned after three years of policing: law enforcement 
officers are a unique people group. They have their own subculture and 
often distrust those outside that culture. 

How could I share the gospel with fellow officers in a way that will at least 
cause them to pause and consider the truths found in Scripture? The answer 
came thirty years later.

In 2016, I founded The Strong Blue Line Ministries (TSBL) with the primary 
objective of reaching the heart of America’s law enforcement officers 
with the gospel. It began with my book, Winning a Gunfight, but I soon 
discovered another effective method is through training seminars based on 
the book. As both a retired police officer and pastor, I could relate to officers. 
By 2018, I was traveling from Florida to California, and places in between as 
the Lord opened doors for me to speak to officers, chaplains, and churches. 

OPEN DOORS FOR THE
STRONG BLUE LINE
Pastor Tim Rupp

How could 
I share the 

gospel with 
fellow officers 
in a way that 
will at least 
cause them 

to pause and 
consider the 

truths found in 
Scripture?
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In 2019, I made the decision to step away from pastoring River of Life Church and become a full-time missionary. In 
January 2020, I announced my decision and looked forward to more travel and opportunities to share. However, the 
COVID pandemic brought public speaking engagements to a screeching halt. 

In July of 2020, Pastor Ty and the Watersprings family welcomed me by providing office space and administrative 
support for TSBL. A few months later, Watersprings began supporting me as a missionary. Because seminars were 
canceled, I had time to write more books and co-found The Law Enforcement Chaplaincy of Idaho (LECI) with 
Chaplain Christa Trinchera. The past two years have been a blessing getting to know the Watersprings family. During 
that time, I’ve been afforded the opportunity to minister here in various ways; including hosting a weekly radio show 
called Dog Watch on REV.FM with Gary Austin. 

This year brought another change in ministry. In January, I resigned from the LECI as things started picking up again 
with TSBL. I’ve also taken on more responsibilities with Watersprings—and couldn’t be more blessed! Watersprings is 
a great place to minister. One of the passions of our pastoral team is to ensure people are in the ministry where they 
can best use their gifts and be the most effective in living out and sharing the gospel. This includes the pastoral staff.

To that end, Pastor Ty has been one of my biggest supporters to minister the gospel to officers and train chaplains 
to do the same. The Lord is once again opening doors for ministry. This month I’ll be speaking at a law enforcement 
couple’s retreat at Protector’s Peak in the panhandle. Next month, I’m off to Olympia, WA to train and be trained at 
the International Conference of Police Chaplains Regional Training Seminar for the NW Region. October will find me 
in Alabama presenting at least four seminars around the state with the Blue Watch Foundation. It’s back down south 
in November for a chaplains training seminar in Baton Rouge, LA at the state police headquarters.

Ft. Wainwright Project

Many of you have supported our special outreach to the soldiers at Ft. Wainwright. We’ve completed our ministry 
project and are shipping over 2,100 copies of Suicide is Not an Option, Hope in Man’s Search for Meaning to the artic 
military post. I contacted Chaplain (MAJ) Tony Cech who is stationed at Ft. Wainwright. He is extremely grateful for 
the books being sent and agreed to see they are distributed to the chaplains. The chaplains will ensure the books are 
made available to soldiers across the post. Chaplain Cech also requested that we continue to pray for the soldiers at 
Ft. Wainwright and the chaplains who are ministering to them. He said it is a tough area to minister and there seems 
to be an encompassing spiritual darkness that compounds the depression of the long, cold, and dark winters. 

If you would like more information about The Strong 
Blue Line Ministries go to TheStrongBlueLine.org or 
scan the QR code with your phone. 
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 A Ministry of Watersprings Church for Young Adults

What is Rooted? Rooted is where young adults, aged 18-29, have 
a place to belong in community within the body at Watersprings. 
Rooted meets on Monday evenings in the Fellowship Hall at 6:30 
pm for dinner, followed by times of worship, prayer, Bible Study, 

games, and fellowship. The goal and purpose of Rooted is for young adults to grow in their knowledge, wisdom, 
understanding, and application of God’s Word in their life. That is to love up. There are also great opportunities to 
love in, which is accomplished through relationships with other young adults. Every person will be challenged to 
grow through discussions on how we live life as a believer in the world today. The emphasis is on real life application, 
not just theoretical discussions.  

Coming alongside to offer real life experience and mentorship are some seasoned saints who have been walking with 
the Lord for many years. The goal of these couples is not to talk at young adults, but rather, to walk together with 
young adults, sharing life experiences with transparency and authenticity in Christ. We desire to see young adults 
grow in Christ as they partner with their peers to edify the local church body, as well as to love out, living Gospel-
centered lives in the communities where we live. 

How is this accomplished? Only through the transforming power of God’s Word. The apostle Paul reminds us that 
everything we do in life needs to be rooted, or established, in Jesus. He wrote, “Therefore, as you received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 
abounding in thanksgiving,” (Colossians 2:6-7).  When we are rooted in Christ, we have a healthy root system that 
allows us to flourish, grow, and be a blessing to those around us. King David compared it to good, healthy tree: 
“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat 
of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted 
by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers,” 
(Psalm 1:1-3).

If you are a young adult, you are invited to come to ROOTED, beginning Monday, August 15, at 6:30PM in the covered 
patio, on the south lawn of the Sanctuary for dinner and fellowship. After that first night we will meet weekly in the 
Fellowship Hall. We look forward to seeing you there as we grow together and become Rooted in God’s Word.

STREET EVANGELISM GETS FRESH START
If you’ve been around Watersprings Church of Idaho Falls for more than a minute, you’ve heard our Vision Statement 
explained this way: Love Up, Love In, Love Out, Love Now. This is something we feel passionate about. We do not 
want to be pew potatoes. God did not save us to freeze us, He saved us to free us. That is, we are free to walk in 
liberty from sin, and in the abundant life Jesus promised in John 10:10.

Just prior to His ascension, Jesus promised His disciples, “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and Samaria, and as far as the remotest part 
of the earth,” [Acts 1:8 NASB20]. The Spirit-filled, Spirit-empowered, abundant Christian life is not meant to be a 
sedentary experience. We are not called to simply sit in a pew, take in the Word, and become spiritually fat. Rather, 
we are called to be spiritually fit, and that involves spiritual exercise... “working out our salvation,” (Philippians 2:12). 
The word Paul uses for “work out” in Philippians 2:12 is the root word for word “calisthenics.” It literally means “daily 
movement until fit.” In other words, we are quite literally told in the Word to be movers and doers, not hearers only, 
(James 1:22).

Since this is the case, we are grateful for a number of the Watersprings family who have sought the Lord about how 
we might enthusiastically and creatively take the message of the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus out to our local 
communities... in other words, “Love Out.”  Prayers and plans are already being offered up to seek direction from 
the Lord to be involved in community events, farmer’s markets, craft fairs, and doing personal evangelism along the 
greenbelt and river walk.

If you have a heart to be involved in any number of creative ways to do street evangelism, including inviting members 
of our community to Church in the Park, please contact Melanie Verhoeven or Pastor Dave. They will assist in 
connecting you with the servant-leaders of this fresh start. You can connect with them by calling the church offices 
at (208) 524-4747 or by email: melanie@watersprings.net or dave@watersprings.net. 
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It is almost that time of year again and Awana starts September 7th. If you register 
in the month of August you will receive 10% off registration. Leaders and clubbers 
register online at watersprings.net.
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Isaiah 52:7 “How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him 
who brings good news, who announces peace and brings good 
news of happiness who announces Salvation and says to Zion, 
“Your God reigns!””

This last month Watersprings Outreach successfully ministered 
the Gospel and built a house for a family in need of shelter on the isla,nd of Roatan, Honduras. This is what Isaiah 
52:7 is all about, bringing peace and salvation to those in need. There is nothing more precious than looking into the 
eyes of your fellow mankind as you hand them the keys to their new home and telling them, “God brought us here to 
tell you about His love and salvation.” Tears, laughter, and joy surround these expeditions into communities around 
the world. 

Watersprings Outreach is moving forward with more missions trips this year. The next expedition will be to Columbia 
this fall. The team for Columbia is a small “black ops” type of team that is skilled in labor and flexible for various 
dynamics and situations that could occur. We need your help to be able to accomplish this goal as a church. The 
potential candidate for this house build will be a local pastor of Columbia. To be able to provide him with a home and 
security to do the ministry the Lord has called him to, is invaluable. 

Our Church family is so blessed to pray for this campaign and donate if the Lord puts it on your heart. Please 
consider Outreach as we move forward into fall. Different fundraisers will be happening in the future but if you are 
looking to donate now, there are missions envelopes at the missions kiosk in the sanctuary lobby. 

Loving Out is fulfilling the Great Commission! You ARE apart of Loving Out and its so awesome!! If you have any 
questions, please contact me, pastor Shane. God bless you Watersprings Church Family. 

FIRST AID MINISTRY BEGINS
As the ministry of Watersprings continues to grow and expand, so does the need for practical care and readiness for 
the inevitable medical event. Any time there are several hundred people or more gathered in one place, there are as 
many individual opportunities for a medical event to take place. Whether that means a large event here on campus, 
a community outreach, or even a church camp or missions outreach, anytime there is a large group, a medical emer-
gency can present itself at any given moment. To that end, God has laid it on the hearts of several highly trained and 
skilled members of the body to put together an action plan and to identify others in the Watersprings body who 
have varying levels of training and skills to assist someone during a medical event until Emergency Medical Techni-
cians arrive.

For instance, the newest addition to our Church in the Park Outreach this year is our First Aid Tent. A team of skilled 
brothers and sisters, led by a seasoned EMT with several years of experience, Richard Ghiloni, will be ready to as-
sist with issues such as minor abrasions to heat exhaustion, as well as offering a place to rest until local EMTs arrive, 
should that level of assistance be needed.

If you are trained and skilled at any level of care in Emergency Medical Services (EMS), whether that means your 
CPR/BLS card is current, or you are an RN or LPN, or a paramedic or EMT, or higher, please contact Pastor Dave 
if you are willing to partner in this ministry. He will gladly assist you in connecting with the servant-leaders of this 
new ministry.

“The pastors preach directly from the Holy 
Bible. They encourage you to read the bible 

daily. The people are like a family.”
- Delila  T.
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2022/2023 SCHOOL YEAR
Watersprings School is very excited for the 2022/2023 
school year to begin. Enrollment is up and classes 
are filling up quickly. If you are considering Christian 
education, we would love to hear from you. The 
choice you make for your child’s education shapes 
them academically, spiritually, and in their worldview. 
At Watersprings School, we take very seriously the 
responsibility of developing children’s minds in each 
of these areas, and recognize that developing skills in 
young people is essential to helping them reach their 
God-given potential.

Our Christian educators help cultivate a worldview in 
which God has His rightful place, and they look to the 
Bible for guidance in answering life’s big questions. Our 
teachers enhance children’s spiritual development in an 
intentional, nurturing manner.

Watersprings School would love to partner with you 
in Christian education. We desire to work alongside 
you to help your child grow spiritually, academically, 
and socially.  

We care about the things you care about; nurturing a 
love for God and people, building character, instilling 
strong principles and values, college and career 
readiness, safety, security, accessible teachers, academic 
excellence, wholesome/biblical peer influence, and 
developing leadership skills and abilities.

As a student of Watersprings School, your child 
will enjoy:

• A loving environment where teachers genuinely care 
for their students

• Affordable Tuition

• Small Class Sizes

• Secure Buildings with Video Surveillance

• Licensed Before and After-school Daycare (7:15 am 
to 6:00 pm)

• A Thriving Athletic Program

• A Full Size Gymnasium and Auxiliary Gym

• Two Beautiful New Playgrounds

We would love to give you a tour and answer any 
questions you may have. Please stop by the school 
office or email us at admissions@waterspringsschool.net.

mailto:admissions@watersprings.net
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Thank you for being a part of 
the Watersprings family!

(208) 524-4747       watersprings.net

@go2watersprings

@Watersprings Church

MONTHLY HAPPENINGS
1-5 VBS - All day / Campus wide

3 No In-Person Worship Service - Due to VBS / Watch Online

6 Shield 616 Service - 6:00pm / Sanctuary

7 Church in the Park - 10:00am / Freeman Park

14 LIFE Class Starts - 12:30pm / High School Building

19 Worship Experience - 7:00pm / Creative Studio

20 Del Tackett: Engagement Project - 8:30am / Sanctuary

26 Loss of a Spouse Seminar - 7:00pm / Fellowship Hall

28 Coffee with the Pastor - 2:00pm / Creative Studio


