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M O N T H LY  N E W S L E T T E R

LIVING AS THE COMMUNITY OF THE SPIRIT - PART 1
by Pastor Ty Orr

There is a beautiful and dense truth to be unpacked from Psalm 133:1, that was penned and sung by the psalmist and God’s 
people centuries ago. What a great reminder is woven into the tapestry of Israel’s culture of faith found in a simple psalm. Today, 
all of us would do well to take it to heart again and seek to unfold its riches for our current and future generations of brothers and 
sisters from all over the world who make up the body of Christ. We must never forget that we, the Church, are a unique, divinely 
blood-bought people that come out of every tribe, tongue, people, and nation as one new people, at least we are supposed to 
be. (See Acts 20:28; Matthew 28:18–20; Revelation 5:9–10) We are those who are to be unified in the Word, work, family, kingdom, 
and mission of God. But, unfortunately not so much nowadays. We seem to be more content, today especially, with conflict rather 
than peace. What has gone wrong? 

THE TRAGIC LOSS OF UNITY
Well for starters we seem to have forgotten what biblical unity actually is, how is it to be developed and how are we 
to endeavor to keep said unity in peace. We are living in a time of contention like no other among believers and there 
has been a tragic loss of biblical unity. It seems each generation of the Church is moving farther and farther apart 
on cultural and theological issues with some camps circling the wagons and are now locked, loaded, and ready for 
bear. There are some who are just itching for a fight, and if they can’t find one to join, they are more than content 
and capable to start one or two on their own. In some cases, we have dug in our heels so deep for so long on a 
particular issue that we may have actually forgotten how many of these conflicts even got started in the first place. 
Now there are a great many men and women in each generation who have sought to build bridges in our religious 
communities and we seem to need that now more than ever as feelings are raw and most people are on the brink, 
idling emotionally hot. (It does not take much to push many individuals over the edge of what they can handle 
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nowadays.) But the unquestioned reality is that it takes a 
lot longer to build a bridge than to blow one up. So how 
could we get everyone to work together and get along 
for the kingdom of God and His glory? To be honest and 
I hate to say it, but I simply do not think this is actually 
possible as the hearts of many are growing colder and 
colder. (Matthew 24:12) Not necessarily in their opinion, 
which they think very highly of, have they lost any love 
towards God, but brotherly love is definitely lacking if 
not completely absent towards their neighbors. But here 
is the rub. We simply cannot say we love God and hate 
our neighbor. “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates 
his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his 
brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he 
has not seen. And this commandment we have from 
him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.” 
(1 John 4:20-21, emphasis added) So, therein lies my 
great hurt and frustration with the subject of unity 
as commonly defined by many. More on that below. 
Yet, I believe there are things we can do to help us all 
start building up healthy and loving relationships, in 
and through honest and open discourse in theological 
community.

Infighting among the people of God is actually nothing 
new. But it is infuriating nonetheless. Even God’s 
chosen people ended up fighting with each other for 
generations. So, the preacher was right, there is nothing 
new under the sun. (Ecclesiastes 1:9) Yet, all this fighting 
has become a blight to our witness that the Father has 
sent His Son and that we are in reality the disciples of 
the Son. (John 17:20; John 13:34-35) The witness of the 
Church is at stake and we would do well to remember 
that. What do we actually hope to accomplish by 
fighting with each other? I honestly do not know. But 
we keep fighting anyway. It seems like someone started 
a game of theological “King of the Hill” and we have 
been doing it so long that we have worn down the hill 

into a deep dark hole and now we have become experts 
in bludgeoning one another over and over again in the 
void, having forgotten what the fight was all about in 
the first place. But we keep on swinging at each other 
anyway, and sadly, we actively recruit and teach others 
to take our side. We give them a club and have them 
start swinging blindly and they do not know why either. 
But, they are excited to get in the fight with us, at least 
for a while. With this in mind, I see why so many young 
people are disappointed in Church. The church preaches 
a God of love and grace, and then the Church is not 
loving and gracious in, through and towards community. 
Something is definitely not right.

As a father of three teenage boys, when they would 
have a conflict, I would put them all in the same 
room then let them know they could work it out for 
themselves or I would work it out for them. Me getting 
involved in one of their conflicts was never a popular 
option for all parties involved. Yet, when it was needed 
there was usually a biblical principle that had been 
overlooked or compromised and it needed to be worked 
through with dad. So, they wisely I might add, chose 
the latter most of the time. It was, “Come out in unity, 
or come out in love, forgiveness, and understanding.” 
The goal was simple, get to the place of listening to 
and understanding one another. I never intended or 
demanded conformity, just a common unity so there 
would be peace in our house. Maybe it is time we need 
to work out conflicts with believers too. I am not talking 
about a winner takes all cage match, however that might 
be fun to watch, (sarcasm implied), but the need for 
an open, lively, loving, and unifying, not confirmative, 
dialogue in a evangelical theological community.

Behold, how good and pleasant it 
is when brothers dwell in unity!

Psalm 133:1
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What is your testimony? And what does that mean? 
For many, it implies a personal story of how God 
intervened in his or her life and when he or she became 
born again. This is accurate in so far as it goes but 
consider Revelation 12:11 which says, “They triumphed 
over him (the accuser of verse 10) by the blood of the 
Lamb and by the word of their testimony.” (Emphasis 
mine.) Could it be that my personal story of how God 
intervened in my life, and I became born again could be 
that powerful? You might respond, “Of course, because 
it is combined with the blood of the Lamb.” And again, 
you would be correct. But often in Scripture, when the 
Holy Spirit combines two thoughts together, they are 
shown as equivalent in importance to each other. So, if 
this is true, it begs the question: how can my testimony 
be important in terms of triumph over the accuser? 
Consider this as we decide together what the value 
and power of our testimony might be: The blood of the 
Lamb is that demonstration of the love of our Father 
God that enables us to be seen as righteous in His eyes. 
Jesus’ shed blood on the Cross is that atoning work that 
fulfills the righteous justice of the law of God that our 
sin violated. So too, our testimony gives witness of that 
work in our lives and pushes back against the accuser 
and says, unequivocally, your accusations have no merit. 
God has done in my life what you attempted to undo!

In addition to that, we should consider what testimony 
is. It is, in the context of a courtroom, the articulation 
of truth. You are accused by the prosecutor and the 
defense brings witnesses to prove your innocence. 
When you give testimony as to how God intervened in 
your life and you became born again, you are bearing 
witness as to the power of Jesus’ testimony that you are 
innocent in God’s eyes. This destroys the accusation of 
the enemy and gives glory to God.

To this end, we endeavor to present to you testimonies 
of some of the Watersprings Family whom you may 
know. These are friends and family who have gone 

through the LIFE Class here at Watersprings Church and 
as part of the class, they have written their testimonies. 
With their permission, we share their testimonies and 
their names with you. They want the world to know what 
God did in their lives in the hope that their stories will 
inspire you and destroy the accusation of the accuser. 

MIKE COLLINS TESTIMONY
I was born into a house where God was never spoken 
about unless it was to curse him. My father was a genius, 
but not in a good way. The psychological term they used 
for him was a sociopath with violent tendencies. Mom 
- she was a hypochondriac. My older brother and dad 
were two peas in a pod. He also carried those violent 
tendencies as well, but wasn’t quite smart enough 
to be manipulative. Then there was my little sister, a 
learned victim. 

Needless to say, my childhood was full of abuse; 
physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual. The religion 
that I grew up with was Luciferian. 

My testimony isn’t so much about what happened, but it 
is about how God freed me. It starts like this. I was in the 
8th grade. I can remember the day as clearly as it was 
yesterday. My dad was beating on my mom. I got in the 
middle of them and told him to stop, he laughed at me 
and told me to get out of the way. I said no. It was the 
first time that I had stood up to him. Then he turned his 
anger on me. He picked me up and threw me across the 
room and started to beat me and kick me. I ended up 
with several broken ribs, a twisted-up nose, and a broken 
arm. The thing about it, is both of my parents blamed 
it on me. I was forced to stay home until the visual 
wounds healed.

But I still look back on this, weirdly enough, as a 
blessing. You see, that was the straw that broke the 
camel’s back. As soon as I healed, I moved out. Even 
though I was homeless at that early age, at least I was 

This Is My Story 
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out of that environment. There was this one gentleman 
that took me under his wing, showed me how to survive, 
and protected me the best he could. He always carried 
a Bible with him and would force me to read it, before 
he would give me any food. He always made me give 
thanks to God before he would allow me to eat. This 
was the very first time I had ever read or even heard 
the words of the Bible. I remember that I never could 
understand how or why he loved a God that would allow 
him to be treated and live in that fashion. The next many 
years were spent making all the wrong choices with 
drugs, sex, relationships, etc. 

That was when the Holy Spirit whispered in my ears, I 
verbally heard it. The words that He whispered were the 
very same words that my friend had whispered many 
years ago, “God loves you.” I broke down and started 
crying. I cried out to God and told Him that if He would 
help me get off the drugs, that I would follow Him. I 
went to my knees and prayed for Him to come into 
my life. Then I passed out. That was July 5th, 34 years 
ago. The next morning, I checked into Charter Hospital. 
I started an outpatient rehab; 30 days, 30 meetings. I 
have been drug-free since. 

Looking back, when I needed Him, He was ALWAYS 
there for me. He never has forsaken me. The love that 
He showed me was abundant, and I never deserved 
it. When I needed Him, He always put someone there 
that would help and encourage me. I have had an 
unbelievable life, full of ups and downs. He has used 
every portion of my life to prepare me, to make me able 
to speak the truth and empathize with so many different 
people. I am excited and I now know that He has fully 
already imparted to me all the gifts that I need to fully 
serve Him. So, once again I put myself in His hands to 
lead me to wherever He wants me to serve him. I am 
nothing but a bond servant of His. I find joy in knowing 
that I am just His.

I am the prodigal son that has come home. 

KEVIN FINNIGAN TESTIMONY
Mine is a story of patience, prayer, perseverance, and 
potential. My siblings and I were raised in a loving 
family that was completely devoted to God and His 
way. The problem was that “His way” was taught to us 
by someone who misunderstood and manipulated the 
Bible in such a way as to cause long-term damage. We 
belonged to a cult that taught that Jesus was Lord but 
that we must adhere to all the Old Testament, Jewish 
laws, and regulations in order to be “God’s chosen 
ones.” We were fully committed to this philosophy, 

and it informed all that we did. I married someone who 
was also raised in the same religion. We were content 
in our “obedience” and conveniently ignored all the 
Bible passages that spoke of grace and Jesus’ atoning 
work on the Cross for our salvation. Somewhere along 
the way, the leader of that organization died and the 
man chosen to replace him was actually used by God 
to completely shake up our way of thinking. We were 
introduced to the true Gospel for the first time in our 
lives. We were given rational explanations of what we 
considered “difficult Scriptures” like when Paul wrote, 
“by grace you have been saved through faith… not a 
result of works.”

So, God worked a miracle in our lives and our 
relationship with Him was forever changed. But what 
wasn’t changed, in my case, was my self-centered heart. 
Intellectually, I accepted the new way of thinking but my 
heart was not surrendered to Him. I went back to school 
and received my degree in medicine and began to 
practice as a Physician Assistant. We started our family 
and all seemed to be wonderful. But my old habits never 
went completely away. By then my drinking habit had 
become full-blown addiction. God gave me multiple 
opportunities for rehabilitation and repentance. I could 
quit for a while but the underlying selfish nature never 
went away. This pattern of behavior finally culminated in 
the loss of my license to practice medicine. You would 
have thought that would have resulted in some kind 
of surrender. But no! The self did not go down easily. It 
required multiple moves from one sibling’s home to the 
next then finally moving in with our daughter and her 
husband, all the while trying to suppress and ignore the 
hints God was laying out for me. 

Finally, because of the persistence of my wife, the 
prayers of my family, and the intervention of a 
passionate pastor, I finally ended up with an opportunity 
to finally surrender my will and truly accept the grace 
so freely offered all those years previously. I went to 
a rehab like no other I had been to before. We hardly 
ever talked about my alcohol problem, but rather we 
talked about my need for Jesus. At some point in this 
year-long process, I finally broke down. I remember a 
particularly intense prayer, when I demanded of God: “If 
you don’t make this real, I’m out of here.” Rather than be 
offended by my sacrilege, He graciously made it real. I 
was reborn again that day. 

Since that time, life has not been ideal. But all the things 
that matter, God has restored. He restored my marriage, 
the relationship with my children and other family and 
has provided many opportunities to serve Him and 
His people. 
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LIGHT THE NIGHT
Light the Night is a great Halloween alternative 
for the whole family. 

Things we could use your help with:
1. Raffle Items (bikes, scooters, toys, gift 

baskets, etc.)

All proceeds from the raffle will go to the 
cost of shipping the Operation Christmas 
Child boxes.

2. Candy

Please drop off in the church office or at the 
Kids Ministry desk during services.

3. Operation Christmas Child boxes items at 
the door

Bring items to help fill shoe boxes. We will 
have a packing party and pray over the shoe 
boxes that will be going out.

4. Ministry Partners Needed

Register at watersprings.net

RAFFLE DONATION IDEAS
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MISSIONS UPDATE
Roatan is an island off the coast of the Central American country of Honduras 
that most people are aware of. There are a variety of cruise ships and tourist 
locations on this “luxury” island. What you may not be aware of is how poor and 
dark the island is to the locals, especially in the middle of the island away from the 
coast and tourist attractions. Finding jobs for locals is very difficult. While there 
are churches on the island, the party lifestyle that the cruise ships bring makes 
it very difficult for spiritual maturity. While most of the locals have heard of God, 
they do not know Him intimately. Our Watersprings Outreach team and Dwellings 
partnered this year in July to build a house for a local Pastor, Alex Enamorado, 
so that the Gospel will have a launching pad for the years to come in Roatan. 
Pastor Alex has a heart to share the Gospel and has been faithfully sharing and 
building a local church in his community. He travels all over the island to reach 
communities forgotten by the government and others. One community he reaches 
is across a river on the island. Alex will strip down and carry his clothes above his 
head as he crosses the river on foot. He does this in order to have dry clothes on 
his walk back. He has faithfully taught his wife and three children the importance 
of loving the Lord and sharing the Gospel. Alex’s favorite motto our whole trip 
was, “Todo gloria a Dios!” This means, “All glory to God.” Here are some pictures 
of the trip and a documented experience and testimony from team member 
Mckenzie McIsaac. 

“I had the great blessing to see God work in mighty ways for me and through me 
personally; including a negative COVID test after the first test was positive, talking 
with a family on the airplane, growing closer to my brothers and sisters in Christ, 
seeing God bring people like a water taxi salesmen, a lady in a car, a fireman, 
restaurant waitresses, and a musician into our path to minister to and encourage. 
All of which went far beyond the objective of building a house and into being a 
vessel for the Holy Spirit to work in and through to reach the hearts of people 
across the community.

The work of my hands was being moved by the Holy Spirit in several ways; 
documenting the trip in videos and photos, taking a lady’s first-ever picture, arm 
wrestling with the boys, exchanging hugs, and more. A special moment for me was 
seeing the two boys who were to sleep in the bunk beds, build it with their own 
hands alongside friends. An element that was a pleasant surprise for me was the 
warm welcome the family gave, connecting with us quickly, feeding us, feeling safe 
around us, telling the community about us, and the children seeking a relationship 
with us.”

One house down, one to go! 

Our goal this year as a church is to build two houses for families in need. In 
October we are scheduled to build a house for another servant of Christ in 
Palmor, Colombia with Dwellings. Jorge Varela Gonzales is a coffee worker and 
a servant at a local Pentecostal church in Palmor. We are currently at $12,000 of 
the $17,000 needed to build this next house. If the Lord has put it on your heart 
to be apart of this amazing opportunity to help spread the Gospel and help 
our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ around the world so that they can also 
share the Gospel, please consider donating to missions today. We want everyone 
to be involved in some way whether that is going, giving, or praying for these 
families and projects. If you have any other questions please contact me, Shane, 
at shane@watersprings.net. God bless you, Church family. We are all on mission 
TOGETHER. You are loved and you are family. Shane McCurry. 
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We speak often in Christian circles of a transformed life. Romans 12:2 encourages us to “be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind.” Many of our testimonies include stories of a life of sin and debauchery that was interrupted 
by a transforming event where Jesus interfered and by faith we were transformed and reborn. Ephesians 5:8 “at 
one time you were darkness now you are light.” Colossians 1:13 “…delivered us from the domain of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved son.”

This idea is a wonderful description of the grace of our God to us where, while we were yet sinners, He died for us. 
(Romans 5:8) But if we look at the life and writings of the apostle Paul, we see another dimension of our life in Christ 
that takes this notion of a transformed life to an exchanged life. What do I mean by that? Let’s look at the language 
Paul uses to describe his relationship with Christ. Let’s look at how he lived and the things he said and hopefully they 
will give us a deeper appreciation for what God has actually done in us and what that should look like in our life now.

We are all familiar with Paul’s “Damascus road” experience. Leonard Ravenhill in “Why Revival Tarries” wrote of Paul: 
“Had Saul met only a preacher and heard only a sermon on the Damascus road, he might never have been heard 
of again. But he met Christ! (Emphasis his.) And because he met Christ and was subsequently taught by Him in 
Arabia, he was able to say, “I have been crucified with Christ.” (Galatians 2:20) Yes, his was a transformed life and 
a redeemed life but in Paul’s mind, his life was also exchanged with that of Christ Jesus. He goes on in that same 
thought: “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.” And in Philippians 3:10 he writes: “that I may know 
Him and the power of His resurrection, and may share in His sufferings, becoming like Him in his death.” It sounds 
like Paul was equating his life with that of Jesus. Or perhaps at least the experience of His death and resurrection. He 
felt as though his life was forfeit just as Jesus’ was for us. Not that Paul’s life was to be given for our atonement, but 
what we see here is a mindset of Paul’s. He saw his life as being exchanged for that of a life in Christ and associated 
with that, are all the things Jesus suffered and endured. “…always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that 
the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies.” (2 Corinthians 4:10)

So, in Paul’s mind, the death of Jesus was his death, and the resurrection of Jesus was his resurrection. It is as if 
his life was exchanged for that of Jesus. This is what it looks like to have a “life in Christ.” A life completely sold out 
to Jesus. A life completely consumed by Him so much so, that our actual life is over, and a new life begins. Not an 
improved version of the previous me, but “…a new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17) So our life is no longer our own but 
that of Christ who lives in us.

This adds a whole new perspective on what literally occurs when we are in Christ. Everything we are, and everything 
we do becomes what He is and what He does. Jesus said, “whoever does not take up his cross and follow me is not 
worthy of me.” (Matthew 10:38) So, our new life is Jesus’ life through us. One example we can use, is found in John 
17:18. Jesus is praying to the Father and says, “as you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them.” How was 
Jesus sent into the world? Three examples for us to consider are these: 1. To bear witness to the truth. (John 18:37) 
2. To proclaim the Gospel. (Matthew 4:23). 3. Love one another as He loved us. (John 13:34) Jesus was sent into the 
world by Father God for these (and other) purposes. He commissioned us to do likewise so it follows that to perform 
as Jesus performed, we would require His power, His will, His desire, and His motivation. This is only accomplished by 
His life not only exchanged for ours, but ours for His. We forfeit our life so that His life replaces ours. Only then is His 
will done on earth as it is in Heaven because it is His will done by Him. 

Paul’s life and ministry reflected and demonstrated this profound relationship of not only a life transformed, but a life 
exchanged. Are we willing to let Jesus exchange His life for ours? Is this not what we commemorate when we take 
communion? That we are willing to consume Him so that our lives will be consumed by His?

Everything Saul knew or thought he knew changed radically when he met Jesus. All that he thought he was became 
what Jesus was. His life was more than transformed, it was exchanged for that of his Lord.

I’ll end with this statement of Paul, (admittedly out of context), “I wish that all were as I myself am.” May we all be as 
Paul was; Living a life that has been completely exchanged for the life of Christ Jesus, our Lord.

AN EXCHANGED LIFE
by Kevin Finnigan
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Watersprings School’s first weeks of school have been filled with joy, laughter, and lots of learning! This year our 
school is intentionally focusing on who we are in Christ and what it means to be a Watersprings Warrior for Christ. 
We are using the W.A.R.R.I.O.R.S. acronym to help our students connect God’s Word to their everyday lives. Each 
month of the school year is devoted to learning about biblical character traits with school-wide weekly Bible verses. 
These verses will prayerfully guide conversations with students, parents, faculty, and staff. Additionally, our weekly 
chapels are focused on these verses and themes. Our hope is that this intentional layering of the Word will penetrate 
deep into their hearts.  What a joy and honor to be a Watersprings Warrior!

Worship - August and September

Attitude - October

Respect - November

Responsibility - December

Integrity - January

Obedience - February

Relational - March

Servant Leader - April

Our Parenting Workshops are one other way we would 
like to invite you to partner with us. Each workshop 
counts as one volunteer hour for Watersprings School 
parents and as an added bonus there will be door 
prizes at each workshop. We look forward to watching 
the Lord move as we partner together for this next 
generation! Here are our Parenting Workshop dates:

• October 9, 2022

• November 13, 2022

• January 8, 2023

• February 5, 2023

• March 12, 2023

• April 16, 2023

• May 14, 2023
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Watersprings School still has a few spots available in our preschool program.  Students must be at least three 
years old by September 1st.  If you have questions or would like a tour, please contact our Admissions Director at 
admissions@waterspringsschool.net.

2022 HOMECOMING 
Congratulations to our 2022 Homecoming King, Daniel Canfield and Queen, Madison Kincaid.
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“...whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your 
servant; and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave 
of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 
Mark 10:43-45, NASB

Most of us would agree there is a leadership vacuum in Christian ministry. Even among recognized, and dare I say, 
“respected” Christian leaders, there is often a dark cloud, and maybe even a hint or suspicion of nefarious goings-
on or at least a touch of distasteful arrogance. In the very recent past, we have seen men and women in celebrated 
ministry positions humiliated when their private indiscretions were publicly exposed. 

Seeing there is such a vacuum and such a need for leaders with integrity, we might expect the Bible to have multiple 
allusions to it. In reality, the word leader appears only six times in the entire King James Version of the Bible. The 
word used most often where we might expect to see the word leader is “servant.” Of course, as we all know, the 
world hears the word “servant” and they think “someone insignificant.” To the world, a servant has no influence, no 
power, no prestige, and no significance.  A servant is simply invisible.

So isn’t it among the most revolutionary of ideas for God to send His only Son as a servant? And not just a servant, 
but the servant of all. Jesus was not a ruler, not a guerrilla fighter, not a man of great wealth. 

On top of that, when Jesus uses the word servant, He equates it with greatness.

Jesus taught that His Kingdom is a Kingdom where every member serves each other, and the greatest among His 
followers are those who serve the least, not those who promote themselves to be seen, recognized, and affirmed. 
Being a servant is a prerequisite to being great in the Jesus Kingdom.

We remember there were two of His disciples who desired places of prominence on either side of Jesus; the sons 
of Zebedee, James and John, (Matthew 20:20-21). Jesus said, “You don’t know what you’re asking for,” (Matthew 
20:22). They wanted prominence, but not the shame of the Cross. This is all the more significant when we realize 
the next time they saw Jesus was on the Cross of Calvary with the two men on either side of Him. Everyone wants 
significance in the Kingdom, but do we realize that significance in the Jesus Kingdom means girding ourselves with a 
towel and washing the feet of the saints? It means taking up our Cross, and following Him. Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, 
“When Christ calls a man, He bids him, ‘Come, and die.’”

EFFECTIVE CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP
by Pastor Dave Coleman



11

Effective Christian leadership does not come from theological training or a seminary degree, as valuable as those 
things may be. Competent and confident leadership is the result of surrendered servant-hood.

The bottom line for the effective Christian leader is simple:
3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind 
regard one another as more important than yourselves; 
4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the 
interests of others. 
5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 
6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, 
7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in 
the likeness of men. 
8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name 
which is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 
12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence 
only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear 
and trembling; 
13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His 
good pleasure.

(Philippians 2:3-13, NASB)
The effective, Spirit-filled Christian leader is not in competition. He or she is others-centered.

Gayle Erwin said, “You can always tell a servant by the way they respond when they are treated like a servant.” The 
Christian leader knows that it is a privilege to serve others in the body of Christ; they are not looking for a way to get 
out of it, nor for a way to do the very least and still get by with it.

Both Lucifer and Adam desired the Creator’s status; Eve, too, for that matter. But notice, Jesus humbled Himself, 
regarding His equality with God nothing to be grasped at, emptying Himself and becoming obedient to the point of 
death on Calvary’s Cross. That is true servant-leadership. That is why Paul said, “I will only glory in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” (Galatians 6:14)

What is the goal and end game for every servant-leader in the Jesus Kingdom? The joy of serving is knowing that 
God the Father is receiving all the glory. (Philippians 2:11)

To God Be The Glory! . . . Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam!



12

More Puzzles at:
http://biblewordgames.com  //  Copyright 2018  //  All Rights Reserved

After you find all the hidden words, the left over letters spell out a Bible 
Verse reading from the top left to the bottom right

BIBLE WORDSEARCH
Peter the Rock  //  Matthew 16:17-28  //  Wordsearch 270

D N U O B L F O R F E I T S C

A S Y E K D I C R O S S B H R

N D N I H E B T R U T H U B E

G R L S U S E J W E D R I E T

E A U S T O N O A E C N L L E

L W O E N O R C S H D T D D P

S E S O M L H I B F A T H E R

C R T I D E A D P L G G M R H

S O S S R R E Y R E E A O S A

E C M S I N R Y I W K S T O N

D G Y I R R R F E T O U S E D

A O A A N O H R S V A L B E S

H M W I L G C C T E A S L E D

M O D G N I K K S R C S T O R

J O N A H S Y N E V A E H E F

Bind

Bound

Build

Christ

Cross

Gains

Gates

Glory

Good

Hades

Hands

Jesus

Jonah

Keys

Peter

Rock

Save

Simon

Soul

Taste

Angels

Behind

Blessed

Church

Coming

Elders

Father

Follow

Forfeits

Heaven

Kingdom

Loosed

Priests

Rebuke

Reward

Teachers

Raised

Truth

Warned

World
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Ethan Miller showed up at a grocery store in Bend, OR 
to kill. On Sunday evening, August 29, the 20-year-old 
Miller, armed with a rifle and shotgun, started randomly 
shooting in a nearby apartment complex where he lived. 
He made his way to the Safeway store and continued 
shooting. One witness said Miller laughed as he shot at 
people. Miller reportedly fired over 100 rounds during 
the mayhem. Inside the Safeway, he shot and killed 
shopper Mr. Glenn Bennet, 84. Mr. Donald Surrett Jr., 
a 66-year-old Safeway employee, confronted and 
engaged Miller in the produce section. Mr. Surrett was 
shot and killed. Police said there was little doubt that Mr. 
Surrett’s heroic actions saved lives.

Officers from Bend PD arrived four minutes after being 
called. The shooting was still in progress when they 
arrived. However, Miller ended his own life before officers 
located him. Police later executed a search warrant and 
found another shotgun and three Molotov cocktails in 
Miller’s truck. 

Most citizens support the police. But there are a few, 
who like officers, have the heart of a warrior. God has 
instilled in some a heart to protect others and face evil, 
even while placing themselves in harm’s way. I know 
nothing about Mr. Surrett, other than he was a warrior 
who gave his life so that others might live. Jesus paid 
tribute to warriors like Mr. Surrett. He said, “Greater love 
has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for 
his friends.” (John 15:13, ESV)

The Greatest Sacrifice
Law enforcement officers put their lives on the line for 
others on a regular basis. Although willing to face death, 
they don’t want to die. Their goal is to keep the public 
safe and go home at the end of their shift. What’s more, 
law enforcement officers rarely encounter citizens who 
are willing to stand in harm’s way like Mr. Surrett did. Mr. 
Surrett didn’t go to work on that summer day expecting 
to give his life to save others.

There’s one Warrior who did just that. Jesus came to 
earth to die. Humanity needed a Savior—a perfect 
sacrifice who was worthy to redeem humanity back to 
God. Jesus came with eyes wide open, knowing he had 

to die so that others may live. Yet He came anyway. 
Jesus said this about His own ministry, “For even the 
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45, ESV). 
Why? Why did Jesus come, knowing He was going to 
die? Love. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life.” (John 3:16, ESV)

One thing that warriors have in common with everyone 
else is that they need to be forgiven. We have all sinned 
and fallen short of God’s standard. No amount of 
good deeds, church rituals, or commandment keeping 
will change our guilt. Nor will they ever be sufficient 
payment. Only Jesus is worthy to make the payment 
for sin. And He did. “For by a single offering he has 
perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.” 
(Hebrews 10:14)

The Strong Blue Line on the Road
If you notice my absence, thank you for noticing! For the 
remainder of this year, I’ll be gone a lot. I’ll be traveling, 
training, and speaking. Last month, I was in Olympia, 
WA for the annual International Conference of Police 
Chaplains (ICPC) Region 2 training seminar. It was good 
to reconnect with chaplains from across the northwest 
and receive further training. While there, I also had the 
opportunity to teach the ICPC’s “Confidentiality and 
Liability” course and share The Strong Blue Line ministry 
and available resources with chaplains. 

This month, thanks to Chief (Ret) Burke Swearingen 
and Blue Watch Foundation, I’ll be down in Alabama 
teaching six seminars across the state from Dothan 
to Florence and places in between. The seminars will 
be based on three of my books, “Winning a Gunfight,” 
“Suicide is Not an Option,” and “Moral Injury in Policing.” 
The audiences will consist of law enforcement officers 
and chaplains. 

Later this month, Sherry and I will be in Hatfield, 
Arkansas attending the Christian Motorcyclist 
Association’ Colors Rally. We appreciate your prayers for 
The Strong Blue Line Ministries and our safe travel. 

NO GREATER LOVE
by Pastor Tim Rupp
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We are putting on a Christmas play this December! 
Auditions will be held on October 6th from 5:30-8:00pm. 
You can sign up for an audition spot and find all the 
details at watersprings.net. Performances will be on 
December 15th, 16th, and 17th at 7:00pm and December 
18th at 9:00am and 11:00am. If you have any questions, 
email Abbey Moe at abbey@watersprings.net. We are 
so excited to share a story of love, hope and redemption 
through live theatre. Make sure you put it on your 
calendar and invite your friends and family. See you there!

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 2022 
It’s that time of year when Watersprings Church is ready for OCC, Operation Christmas Child! OCC is apart 
of “Loving Out” here at Watersprings Church. The month of October is our campaign month where we as a 
church fill hundreds of shoe boxes with goodies, essentials, and the Gospel for children around the world. 
Last year we set the goal of 1000 shoe boxes. We successfully reached that goal last year with 980 physical 
boxes as well as many families filling out virtual boxes at the Samaritans Purse website. We weren’t able to 
track how many virtual box forms were filled out, but we know many families at the church and school filled 
these virtual boxes. This year our goal as a church will be 1200 shoe boxes filled to send to children and 
families around the world. Our OCC kiosk will be in the lobby during the month of October for you to pick up 
information and cardboard boxes to fill and drop off. We will be collecting all of October and up to November 
20th this year. Another way to get involved is to join our Light the Night campaign on October 31st. We will 
provide the candy and fun, you provide donations for OCC shoe boxes, and then our Kids Ministry will have a 
packing party and pray over the shoe boxes that will be going out. 

So let’s fill as many boxes as we can and make it a fun time of fellowship with friends and family. 1200 boxes 
here we come!!! 
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Ephesians 6:12 says, “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.” This 
verse may cause you to shudder at the enemy, but we have weapons to use in battle. We are on the King of kings 
and Lord of lords side and He has given us the weapons to stand. We need not be afraid of the enemy because we 
can be thoroughly equipped to stand and be strong.  

This year the Watersprings Ladies Ministry is so excited 
to kick off our Ladies Night Out theme: “Strength to 
Stand.” We have been praying and see the need to 
equip the lady warriors with the Armor of God found in 
Ephesians 6:10-18. This year we will be learning about 
each piece of the armor and how to use it in battle for 
God’s glory. This is a great time for food, fellowship, 
worship, and being equipped to have the “Strength to 
Stand.” Our first event is on October 7, and doors open 
at 6:30. You can register at watersprings.net. Each 
month we will be looking at a piece of the armor that 
God has given us to use for the battle. In October, Laurie 
Orr will be sharing an introduction and about the Gospel 
Culture that Watersprings is cultivating.

The Ladies Ministry also has Bible studies and prayer groups.  Please check the connect wall in the lobby or the 
website for more opportunities. 

It is that time of year again, men of God! Time for 
Resolve Men’s Breakfast. A time for fun, fellowship, 
fantastic food, and of course, God, Gospel, and Grace! 
We will be working our way through the book of 
Ephesians this year. Coincidentally (or not) the ladies 
will also be investigating this wonderful letter from the 
Apostle Paul. Please mark your calendar for October 
8th. That will be our kickoff meeting. Like last year, we 
will meet in the fellowship hall on Saturdays at 8 am. See 
you there!

As you notice the Men’s Ministry developing and 
growing, please keep the brothers of Watersprings 
Church in your prayers. We desire to grow in Christ, to 
be His disciples, and to be the godly sons, brothers, and fathers He has destined us to become.

The Men’s Ministry also has Bible studies and prayer groups.  Please check the connect wall in the lobby or the 
website for more opportunities. 

Men’s Ministry
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Thank you 

for being a 

part of the 

Watersprings 

family!

(208) 524-4747       watersprings.net

@go2watersprings

@Watersprings Church

MONTHLY HAPPENINGS
4 Moms Bible Study Starts - 9:30am

6 Christmas Play Auditions - 5:30pm / Sanctuary

6 Christmas Choir Rehearsals Start - 7:00pm / Creative Studio

7 Ladies Night Out - 7:00pm / Fellowship Hall

8 Resolve Men’s Breakfast - 8:00am / Fellowship Hall

9 Parent Workshop - 6:00pm / Sanctuary

10 Office Closed - In observation of Columbus Day

16 Warrior Spaghetti Fundraiser - 6:00pm / Aux Gym

20 Joyful Life Starts - 10:00am & 1:00pm

21 Is Genesis History Movie Night - 7:00pm / Fellowship Hall

22 Watersprings School Artisan Boutique - 10:00am / Aux Gym

23 Coffee with the Pastor - 1:00pm / Homestead

23 LIFE Class Starts - 1:00pm / High School

25 PureWord Pizza & Testimony Night - 7:00pm / Fellowship Hall

30 Small Group Training - 5:00pm / Fellowship Hall

31 Light the Night - 5:00pm / Aux Gym


