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M O N T H LY  N E W S L E T T E R

LIVING AS THE COMMUNITY OF THE SPIRIT - PART 3
by Pastor Ty Orr

EVANGELICAL THEOLOGICAL COMMUNITY 
Let’s continue by making this one point very clear. We are referring to an “evangelical” theological community. 
Evangelicals are to be confessional, whereby we hold to and affirm the key doctrines of historic orthodoxy.9 These 
are the doctrinal positions that an evangelical theological community must never fight about. However, they should 
agree upon completely and be willing to stand for, with unwavering certainty. We could also refer to these as the 
doctrinal positions that we would be willing to die for. “Die for” can be taken figuratively or literally depending on a 
person’s global context. (See Hebrews 13:3) We are to be transformational. This begins with a regenerative work of 
the Spirit of God. Continuing with a loyal and active relationship with Jesus as we partner with God and others in the 
“now” and “not yet” kingdom of God.10 (James 2:14-26; Ephesians 2:8-10) These communities should be missional, 
not just in our word, or giving to missions, but in tangible action that affects positive change in a community. This is 
done by taking the good news of Jesus to the hurting and lost people, and helping to mend the wounds inflicted by 
sin in this world, in both the practical and spiritual realms.11 (James 1:22-27; Luke 10:25-37) Larry Eskridge notes the 
key commitments of evangelicalism are; the need for a person to have a personal conversion experience (meaning 
one must be “born again”)(John 3:3;7), have high regard for biblical authority, especially in the view that the Bible 
is without error by holding to a position of biblical inerrancy, have an emphasis on gospel-centered teaching that 
proclaims the saving death and resurrection of the Son of God, (Jesus Christ) and as we have seen above, an active 
expression and sharing of the Gospel.12 David Bebbington has termed these in what he calls the formation of the 
quadrilateral priorities that are the basis of Evangelicalism. According to Bebbington, they are: biblicism, conversionism, 
crucicentrism, and activism.13 Biblicism is the truth all essential spiritual truth can be found on the pages of the Bible. 
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Conversionism is the belief that human beings need to 
be converted. Crucicentrism is the focus on the atoning 
work of Jesus on the Cross. Activism is the belief and 
commitment to the Gospel’s need to be expressed with 
effort.14 Furthermore, in an attempt to clarify Evangelical 
essentials for Arab Christians, after a February 2018, 
article by Ambassador Massoud Al-Maalouf, published in 
the Al-Joumhouriah, a daily Lebanese newspaper, Martin 
Accad summarizes evangelicalism with six clear points 
to help Arab evangelicals understand the difference 
between an orthodox and toxic view of what is it to be an 
evangelical follower of Jesus. First, there is the supremacy 
and centrality of the Bible as the ultimate basis for the 
development of a proper theological discourse. Second, 
the majesty of Jesus Christ and His death on the Cross 
for the redemption of humanity. Third, the priority of the 
proclamation of the Good News of Salvation in word 
and deed for the transformation of society. Forth, the 
necessity of personal conversion of the heart, expressed 
through the concept of ‘new birth,’ as the basis to 
attain Salvation and eternal life. Fifth, the importance 
of personal belonging to a faith community that meets 
regularly for the worship of God and for the practice of 
the ordinances of baptism and the Eucharist, and finally 
the lordship of the life-giving Holy Spirit over the One 
Universal Apostolic Church.15

Looking at these different, yet quite similar positions 
from Accad, Bebbington, Eskridge, and Breshears we can 
begin to see what we might consider “essential” issues 
or beliefs for evangelical believers around the globe. We 
could at this point begin to summarize a list of “die for” 
issues that an “evangelical” theological community could 
or should agree on. This is in open context of relational 
fellowship in order to be successful in the Gospel mission 
of the Church. I have seen most local Church “statements 
of faith” as an end-all-be-all of orthodox faith. At least for 
some Churches anyway. I thought they were all the same, 
but they really are not. They are more Church-specific 
in being a local, or organizational document rather than 
a global evangelical statement for all Christians. I have 
discovered that most of these documents, as important 
as they are for individual ministries in their specific 
contexts, help people understand the local Church 
culture. Which is not useful for a greater conversation 
within the context of the global Churches’ need for 
greater unity as the “people” of God, fulfilling the mission 
of God. As the smallest part of the target is what we aim 
for, we also need to narrow the scope of our conversation 
about the essentials of an evangelical theological 
community. My personal list has been getting smaller 
and smaller as time goes on. I have found comfort in a 
simple view, but not simplistic, list of what we all need to 

agree upon. The World Evangelical Alliance has a concise 
Statement of Faith we would all do well to consider. “We 
believe in: The Holy Scriptures as originally given by God, 
divinely inspired, infallible, entirely trustworthy: and the 
supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct. 
One God, eternally existent in three persons, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. Our Lord Jesus Christ, God manifest in 
the flesh, His virgin birth, His sinless human life, His divine 
miracles, His vicarious and atoning death, His bodily 
resurrection, His ascension, His mediatorial work, and 
his personal return in power and glory. The Salvation of 
lost and sinful man through the shed blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ by faith apart from works, and regeneration 
by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit by whose indwelling 
the believer is enabled to live a holy life, to witness and 
work for the Lord Jesus Christ. The Unity of the Spirit 
of all true believers, the Church, the Body of Christ. The 
Resurrection of both the saved and the lost: they that are 
saved unto the resurrection of life, they that are lost unto 
the resurrection of damnation.”16 For me, this is without 
question, the most concise Statement of Faith I have ever 
come across. What does this conversation say about 
the essentials of the evangelical theological community 
have to do with the unity of the people of God? This is in 
no way intended to come across as reductionism, but a 
clearing away centuries of overgrowth that is distracting 
us from the mountains we all would choose to die on as 
an evangelical theological community together. We seem 
to have gotten lost in the weeds and need a return to the 
foundations of an evangelical community in order to have 
real relationships in the context of orthodox unity. 

Are there things that we can deeply discuss, with great 
passion, and still be in unity within our evangelical 
theological communities? Of course, or at least we 
would hope so. Too many times we are more concerned 
with being right than being loving and yet, this is what 
we are called to do as a community of Jesus’ followers. 
Remember Jesus said; “A new commandment I give 
to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, 
that you also love one another. By this all will know that 
you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
It seems to me, this should be the actual default of our 
community’s faith. As we seek to have and maintain love 
in the right relationships with God, others, and the rest 
of creation.17 This seems to have been lost, being blinded 
by our individualistic err of superiority we hold so tightly 
to. We must individually and corporately seek to live in 
faith and loyalty to God. Keeping all relationships well 
ordered, as God designed them to be. Giving full dignity 
and respect to all persons.18 This means we choose to 
be tender and loving to our familiar community as well 
as the stranger among us. So, what has gone wrong? 
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If I knew the answer for sure, I would write a book. In 
the meantime, I have some thoughts to help us work 
through together. For example, I think we are fighting 
over peripheral issues. I am not saying that they are 
not important, just not worth dying for. My grandfather 
was quick to tell me, “If it is not worth dying for, it is not 
worth fighting for.” On the other hand, there are issues 
that come up that we as the evangelical theological 
community should close ranks on and fight to the death. 
(See the World Evangelical Alliance concise Statement 
of Faith, for example.) Yet, we seem to scatter, like old 
cockroaches in the light, and often leave one poor 
person holding our theological bag to take the full force 
of the world’s wrath while he/she stands all alone for 
what is right, as we cower behind the walls of our empty 
Churches. When did we, as Church leaders become so 
afraid? When did we become men-pleasers? Now I do 
acknowledge that some people bring it on themselves 
making them a target of ridicule and strife. This is by 
very public statements that are purposely meant to kick 
the bear so to speak. I am not saying we should jump 
on a track in front of the train with a fool, and die with 
him/her in his/her folly. They need a rescue themselves. 
Where is the theological community when that brother 
or sister has gone too far and needs our help? Why 
are we not helping? Are we afraid we are going to get 
our hands dirty? Get over it. We are a family and it is 
going to get messy when we get close to each other in 
genuine relationships. It seems to me that we can’t help 
if we are not in real relational community with our faith 
family. There seems to be a great misunderstanding of 
Church unity. 

Dr. Gerry Breshears states; “Our best Bible interpretation 
is done in community at every level of our culture.” What 
does this mean practically? We need to be engaged with 
the Scriptures in their contexts and engage our culture 
with the Scriptures in their varying and complex contexts. 
We must seek to do this in such a way as to bring the 
Gospel of the kingdom of God to every people in all 
creation. (Mark 16:15; Matthew 28:18-20) No, I do not think 
we need to send missionaries to Mars. At least not yet. 
I hope Jesus comes back before we need to cross that 
33.9-million-mile-long missional bridge.19 However many 
have decided it is better to be isolated behind ornate 
doors of spiritual solitude while the poor, fatherless, and 
widow are clamoring for help at the threshold. This is 
the opposite mission of the Church community. (James 
1:27) It never ceases to dumbfound me how divided we 
have become. I am troubled to my core as I discover the 
ridiculous reasons why. I find myself often having more 
in common with believers in other global cultures and 
contexts than my own. Why? Because they are simply 

and deeply in love with God, and each other. They want 
everyone to know God and His rich love for them. They 
spend more time building bridges than walls. They are 
often poor in the “now” kingdom of God, but rich in 
the kingdom that is yet to come. The joy seen in their 
faces seems truly divine. I am also a person who likes 
demonstrative worship, so I will own that. But there it 
is. Something we fight over, that we should not. How 
we worship instead of remembering why we worship. 
We fight over the music, who wrote it, who produced it, 
when it was written, and how it is arranged for services. 
This does not build the kingdom of God, nor create an 
environment where God is worshiped in spirit and truth. 
(John 4:1ff) What is wrong with us? 

We have moved way too many things into the “die for” 
category in order for us to be in theological community. 
The World Evangelical Alliance’s concise Statement 
of Faith is a concise list of what we must agree on as 
evangelical Christians. If you think something is missing 
please let me know. But before you do, please consider 
that I do not like the idea of making my orthodoxy into a 
list either, but go with me here. You see, we all have “our” 
lists. We may call them different thing; from a Statement 
of Faith, to Church axioms, distinctives, or simply what we 
believe on our website, but they are our lists nonetheless 
and in some way, these list sets us apart from the “other 
guys” list. Within those lists of varying kinds and lengths, 
there is much more to those documents than what is 
really necessary for the orthodox unity of believers. These 
documents often help us express our faith community 
standards, denominational positions, or distinctives. To 
be honest I agree with most Statements of Faith I read. I 
would like to point out, for the haters out there, that no 
one, I mean no one has the corner of all theological truth 
and application. We all try but fall short. God is much 
grander, more powerful, and probably more gracious than 
we can ever imagine. We have the following preamble to 
our Statement of Faith at Watersprings Church: 

“The Bible is our creed. Therefore, any effort to define 
what we believe necessitates a desire to emphasize the 
whole Word of God as the source of our core beliefs. 
Furthermore, it seems unwise to be owned by the labels 
of much of Christendom, whether it’s Fundamentalism, 
Pentecostal, Calvinism, Arminianism, Charismatic, 
Dispensational, Reformed, etc. It’s unrealistic to think that 
any individual, man-made system of beliefs is completely 
error-free or, conversely, without merit at all. It is therefore 
our sincere desire to simply teach the Bible; be true to 
its original languages; and be respectful to its historical 
context, the context of each passage, and the accepted 
and normal use of language (i.e. being able to discern the 
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difference between a parable and a proverb, a prophecy, 
and a historical account, etc.). We trust that this will 
enable us to understand the intended meaning and truth 
that is to be found in God’s inspired Word and apply its 
truth to our lives every day.”20

Yes, this is a complex way of saying we deeply desire 
to simply teach the Bible well. However, this idea does 
actually cut both ways. We can get so caught up, in our 
tribes’ way of thinking, or simply in the fact that we are 
teaching the Word of God well. We can begin to think 
we are the only ones that teach the Scriptures faithfully, 
passionately, and personally. Of course, that is simply not 
true. Nevertheless, we still fight with one another. We 
should be ashamed. I can get along with almost everyone, 
however, the gossip and divisive person can often push 
me beyond my ability to maintain some sense of gracious 
decorum. In fact, I can get downright angry. Maybe this 
is why the subject of evangelical theological community 
(in the context of biblical unity) has become so critically 
important to me. I have lost track of how many pastors, 
including myself, have had discontent and unpleasable 
people and even pastors go down the road and start a 
“new” Church that has “all the answers”. They are seeking 
to make a better community than they had before. Truth 
be told most of these folks are not committed to the 
community in the first place. They have deeply hurt the 
whole body of Christ through their selfishness and pride. 
That burns my britches. We can never forget that crows 
in our context may become canaries somewhere else.21 
I am just frustrated when it does not need to happen. 
Don’t think I don’t understand. I do. I have been on every 
side of Church transition and there is never a reason to 
do that. Paul says to Titus; “Reject a divisive man after the 
first and second admonition, knowing that such a person 
is warped and sinning, being self-condemned. (Titus 
3:10-11, emphasis added) We are to confront them with 
love and dignity as a person who is made in the image of 
God. However, if they will not listen to reason, we must 
separate from them. Solomon wrote; “These six things 
the Lord hates, yes, seven are an abomination to Him: 
a proud look, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent 
blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that are 
swift in running to evil, a false witness who speaks lies, 
and one who sows discord among brethren.” (Proverbs 
6:16–19, emphasis added) How can we teach through 
these verses without coming to God in repentance? All 
the harm we have caused in the kingdom of God in our 
pride, touting our position behind our self-righteous walls, 
claiming to be “right” or “most biblical”,  at the expense 
of our common community in Christ. Christ should not be 
divided, especially by those who serve Him. Remember 
Paul asked the question; “Is Christ divided?” Of course 

not. (1 Corinthians 1:11–13; also see Proverbs 6:14; Jude 3, 4, 
16–19) We are divided. Why? We are fighting over things 
we should not. We need to come back into fellowship and 
consider the differing levels of essentials when it comes 
to what we are going to divide over. I will be honest with 
you upfront. It seems to me that we have found way too 
much to divide over and not enough time seeking what 
we should unite for.22 I should pause at this point and 
state for the record that there are those who seek to 
create unity and do this brilliantly. I am writing from my 
experience and context. I hope to bring about change, or 
at least a hearty conversation or two, for now and long 
into the future, if the Lord wills.
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We endeavor to present to you testimonies of some of the Watersprings Family whom you may know. These are 
friends and family who have gone through the LIFE Class here at Watersprings Church and as part of the class, they 
have written their testimonies. With their permission, we share their testimonies and their names with you. They want 
the world to know what God did in their lives in the hope that their stories will inspire you and destroy the accusation 
of the accuser. 

JAMES BAKER TESTIMONY
Born and raised Catholic, I knew God at a young age. I served as an Altar boy until 14. Later, when attending classes 
to become a priest, I heard the Holy Spirit say, “no!”

Backsliding, I went to the flesh; sex, drugs, the wrong type of music, ignoring God on purpose. Looking back over 35 
years, living my own way, I can see now how God was patient with me…never giving up on me. Then I heard again the 
Holy Spirit said, “stop!”

In 2014, after my daughter encouraged me to try online dating, I met who would become my beloved wife. She 
encouraged me to get closer to God through her example and prayer. She helped me to finally surrender and give my 
life totally over to Jesus my Lord. 

In 2017, I was reborn one night after a men’s Bible study.  Both my wife and I began to have visions, understanding 
prophesy, and hearing that calming still soft voice of God.

Yet in 2020 my wife goes home to heaven. At that time, I am paralyzed, due to a cancerous tumor on my spine.  
During that incredibly difficult time, I see and hear the Holy Spirit say; “spread the word more, I am not done 
with you yet.”

Today, though still physically healing, my prayer life, my “Be still and know that I am God,” devotions, listening to 
Jesus’ unction’s, have brought a peace and joy beyond explanation.

Stage 4 metastatic lung cancer and psoriatic arthritis are no match for God. He can heal and make a positive 
recovery, from the brink of death and destruction (in all of us), as He has done with me! Praise the LORD!

This Is My Story 
Testimonies from LIFE

Compiled by Kevin Finnigan & Sean Finnigan
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Luke  1:16-17 Luke 1:46-55 Luke 1:68-71 Luke 2:1-5 Luke 2:6-7

Luke 2:12-14 Matthew 2:1-2 Matthew 2:2 Matthew 2:3 Matthew 2:10-11

Hebrews 2:14-15 Hebrews 8:1-2 Hebrews 8:1-2, 5 Hebrews 8:6 John 10:10

Philippians 2:9-11 Jeremiah 31:31 John 17:18 Hebrews 2:14-15 1 John 3:8

John 18:37 John 20:30-31 Romans 5:10-11 1 John 3:7-8 1 John 2:1-2; 3:7-8

Good News of Great Joy - 25 Devotional Readings for Advent

For the full devotional, pick up a copy from the Media Center or on Amazon.
Good News of Great Joy by John Piper.
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VETERANS DAY SERVICE
We had the privilege of hosting our 2nd Annual Veterans Day Service! During the service our 5th grade students 
sang their hearts out to honor our Veterans, Active Duty, and First Responders. They also put together a slideshow 
of family members who have served and are currently serving today! We were also blessed by several speakers who 
shared what it is like to be in the Army National Guard, a firefighter and a police officer. It was a very special time 
for all!

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
We once again partnered with Samaritan’s Purse and Watersprings Church in collecting shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child. Our school wide goal was 100 shoeboxes. We completely smashed our goal and ended up collecting 
218 shoeboxes! Once they were collected we prayed over all the shoeboxes at both the elementary and middle/high 
school chapel services! We are so thankful to all those who helped us pack the shoeboxes and share the good news 
of Jesus Christ!
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ATHLETICS
We want to give a special shout out to our Warrior Football Team and Volleyball Teams after the fall sports season 
ended. Both Varsity teams had great seasons and had players with conference recognition.

WARRIORS FOOTBALL
2022 Rocky Mountain Conference All-Conference Football selections:

1st Team Offense

• Bowdy Souza - Offensive Line

• Landyn Remer - Center

1st Team Defense

• Bowdy Souza - Defensive Line

• Landyn Remer - Defensive End

• Jrew Plocher - Defensive Back

Thank you to Head Coach Shane Remer, and Assistant Coaches; Ben Hayes, Sam Hayes, Dustyn Remer and Joe 
Stepp for an awesome season!

LADY WARRIORS VARSITY VOLLEYBALL
Madison Kincaid - named to 1st team all-conference 

Alex Platt - named to 2nd team all-conference 

Thank you to Head Coach Raymee Marlin and Assistant Coaches; Taylor Hayes and Ali Remer for a wonderful season!
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We live in a culture where internet, social media, texting, 
and emails are constantly being sent and shown to us. 
Due to the advancement of technology, we have what 
seems to be unlimited access to information, of all 
variety, in the palms of our hands. Smart phones have 
many benefits to them such as GPS and maps which 
help us navigate, health apps that help monitor our 
bodies, security cameras for our homes and businesses 
that can help bring safety for friends and family, and 
a variety of other apps to help us with various tasks 
around the house or workplace. I remember teachers 
saying to students in math class; “Show your work, you 
won’t have a calculator on you at all times in life.” Well 
here is an update: We do have calculators on us at all 
times! (another fantastic tool) Using this technology 
responsibly can have many useful effects in our lives. 
A smartphone is a tool and just like any tool you need 
to know how to use it. Using a tool irresponsibly or 
ignorantly can lead to harm and damage. So a valid and 
important question I propose to any and all parents or 
future parents: can we teach our children to know how 
to use this tool appropriately?

Working with teens I have actually heard people say; 
“You can’t live without a phone.” I have also heard some 
parents say the same thing to their children. There 
seems to be an idea to our upcoming generation that 
life without social media and our smart phones cannot 

be managed. This of course is not entirely true. Often I 
run into teens that struggle with social skills and have 
a hard time communicating face to face. Could this 
be a connection to our screen time and social media 
time? While there are some social benefits to certain 
platforms, there are still social skills and dynamics 
that simply cannot be picked up when living glued to 
a screen or behind a keyboard. Some kids feel “safer” 
behind that screen. According to CiPHR (Center for 
Innovative Public Health Research) article written 
in 2011, Texting Teens: Why Do They Text So Much? 
“Young adults (ages 18-29) are the most avid texters 
if all age groups, exchanging over 100 texts a day and 
3,200 texts a month. Other adults average only half 
as many texts. While three-fourths of teens (ages 12-
17) own cell phones and their texting surpasses that of 
young adults. There is an interesting gender gap: Girls 
send around 3,952 text messages a month, and boys 
tap out a comparatively paltry 2,815 text messages a 
month.” It is also common that these messages are often 
picture messages whether that is Snapchat or other 
apps. Another struggle that I have ran into working 
with teenagers is the things they say to one another 
over text messages. Whether its during service, during 
youth group, at home or anywhere there is potential for 
a teen to constantly be talking to whoever they want. 
After youth group it’s not uncommon to have a problem 
occur between teens that happened over texting during 

RESPONSIBILITY, TECHNOLOGY, 
TEMPTATION, AND TEENAGERS

by Pastor Shane McCurry
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youth group. 

The Bible often talks about the power of our words 
to one another. It is important to remember that the 
application from these verses not only applies to talking 
but typing as well. We are called as Believers in Christ 
to have our speech seasoned with grace. (Colossians 
4:6) To have nothing abusive come 
from our mouths. (Colossians 3:8) 
Proverbs 4:24 states “Put away 
from you a deceitful mouth and 
put devious speech far from you.”

It may be that giving a child a 
phone could stumble them, rather 
than help them. Is it wise to allow 
a child to have unlimited access 
to the information on the internet 
or to constantly be exposed to 
other teens struggles and drama? 
It can be a challenge keeping 
a group of teens conversation 
appropriate in person, so how 
much more challenging can it be 
over text? Often teens will go to 
their friends for advice or to rant 
about something they don’t like 
or disagree with. Are the friends 
they are texting giving them Godly 
advice, or adding fuel to a fire? Ultimately, teens will talk 
about what they are going to talk about, but could it 
be that having access to talk to one another 24/7 could 
give way to unnecessary conversations not only on your 
child’s part, but other children bringing unnecessary or 
even inappropriate conversations to your child? 

It is important that we disciple our children and next 
generations in a way that teaches them proper use 
of the tool that is the smart phone. Ultimately you as 
the parent have to discern if your child is responsible 
enough to use a smart phone. This takes time and 
supervision with our children to truly know if they are 
ready to handle such a big responsibility. Every child 
is different and we need to remember as leaders of 
our homes and kids it is okay to say “no” if a child is 
not ready for a certain responsibility. Discipline is okay. 
Proverbs 19:18 says “Discipline your child while there is 
hope, and do not desire his death.” Without discipline, 
direction, and teaching, our children will walk in the 
path of death. Proverbs 23:13 states “Do not hold back 
discipline from the child…”

With discipline, we save our children from paths and 
behaviors that are dangerous. Discipline will not ruin 
your child, but a lack of it will. It is not the discipline 

that is dangerous to your child. It is the behavior and 
choices that our children make that could potentially 
be dangerous. 

Here are some thoughts and questions to think about 
before trusting your child with a phone. 

Is your child, no matter what 
the age, ready to have unlimited 
texts and conversations with 
other teens? Are they ready 
and able to maturely navigate 
inappropriate conversations?

Set boundaries with your child 
about how you expect them to 
interact on their phone, internet 
usage, their contacts on the phone, 
amount of time using, etc. 

Make sure to honor these 
boundaries as the parent. 

It’s okay to ask to look at the 
messages and pictures on your 
child’s phone regularly.  

Have boundaries on where they are 
allowed to use the phone. Example: 
no phones in the bedroom, 
phones out on the counter during 

bedtime, etc. 

Strike up conversation about who your child is texting. 
Do you know these people? 

Monitor the apps and content your child is watching. 

Look into programs that help you monitor your child’s 
texts, content, and usage of the phone. 

Look into programs that help monitor your child’s text 
content, and usage of the phone. Most phone operating 
systems already have parental controls. I encourage you, 
as a parent, to start looking into a few of these programs 
for your child’s safety. Start teaching your kids how to 
responsibly navigate technology, while keeping trust and 
accountability in the relationship.

Ultimately, the point of this conversation is not to 
“destroy all phones!” Rather it is to reach out to our 
parents at Watersprings Church and encourage them 
to be aware of the risks that phones bring in to a young 
persons life. So let’s help our children navigate life 
appropriately to the best of our abilities and make sure 
they are able to use these “tools” effectively and in a 
Godly manner. 
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Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Officer, Jeffrey Stagg, has been on the job since 1977. The 67-year-old officer still 
works the same beat on the west-southwest part of Indianapolis that he started patrolling 45 years ago. After high 
school, Officer Stagg joined the Air Force and served four years as a Security Police Officer. Following his discharge, 
he joined the Marion County Sheriff’s Office. In 2007, the Sheriff’s Office merged with the Indianapolis PD to form a 
metro department. Officer Stagg retained the same patrol beat. In addition to his regular patrol duties, he also serves 
as a bugler, and a hostage negotiator. 

What impresses me most is the fact that he remains a street cop working the same district. In a recent interview, 
Stagg said, “Working on the street is great because we’re the first ones on the scene. We start the investigations and 
we get things rolling. I have always loved that aspect of law enforcement—having to be familiar with every area and 
getting investigations started.”1 

This begs the question, “How does someone stay in policing for so many years and remain sane?” To have a 
successful and long police career there are some things law enforcement officers should know. Several years ago, I 
read a couple novels by former LAPD Sergeant Joseph Wambaugh. In one of them, there was a quote that stayed 
with me throughout my policing career. One of his characters said, “A police officer needs three things to survive: 
courage, common sense, and a sense of humor. Most people can survive without one of these, but a police officer 
never could.” Wambaugh’s wisdom is profound—courage, common sense, and a sense of humor. I’d like to briefly 
address each of these. First is courage.

Just after 2:30 pm, Saturday, October 20, 2018, the Gwinnett County (GA) Police Department received a call for a 
suspicious vehicle behind the Shiloh Middle School. Officer Antwan Toney and another officer were dispatched to 
investigate. The officers arrived and found two male subjects in the car. As the officers approached, one suspect 
starting shooting at the officers. Officer Toney was hit and went down, the second officer returned fire and 
dragged Officer Toney out of the line of fire. The two suspects fled, one was caught and booked. Officer Toney was 
transported to a local hospital but died from the gunshot. Two days after the officer was murdered, a task force 
located the second suspect hiding in a shed and armed with an edged weapon. He refused officers’ commands to 
drop the weapon and was shot and killed. 

45 YEARS ON THE BEAT!
by Pastor Tim Rupp
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Officer Toney is remembered as a jovial officer and great 
friend who died committed to making his community a 
safe place. At his funeral, his sister said Antwan grew up 
playing with toy police cars and police action figures. 
She said, although he knew the risks, his life-long 
dream was to become a police officer. How can a man 
or woman choose this career knowing they will face 
danger that may cost them their life?

Wambaugh said courage. I agree. Where does courage 
come from? Genetics? No; courage doesn’t always run 
in families. Education? No; there are plenty of educated 
cowards. Money? No; money can buy foolishness, but 
not courage. 

The word courage comes from the Latin word (cor) 
for “heart.” Webster defines courage as the “mental 
or moral strength to resist opposition, danger, or 
hardship.”2 Scripture tells us to be courageous. The Lord 
said, “Be strong and courageous” (Duet. 31:7). Hence, 
courage is something from within—it’s a decision one 
makes. It’s a resolve from inside. One chooses courage. 
Courage is a choice. 

Courage comes from being on the side of right. 
Knowing you are right, gives you a jolt of bravery. King 
Solomon wrote, “The wicked flee when no one pursues, 
but the righteous are bold as a lion” (Prov. 28:1). When 
carrying out their duties, law enforcement officers are 
on the side of right. Courage comes from being on the 
side of right.

Courage also means commitment. It means faithfully 
carrying out all your duties. The Bible says, “Only 
be strong and very courageous, being careful to do 
according to all the law…. Do not turn from it to the right 
hand or to the left…” (Josh. 1:7). Officers face danger 
because they swore an oath, and their words mean 
something. They promised to protect, and that’s what 
they do—no matter the cost. Courageous people aren’t 
afraid of commitment. Courage means commitment. 

Next month we’ll consider the second trait that 
Wambaugh said officers need: common sense. 

Pray for your police.

1 https://www.police1.com/police-heroes/articles/45-years-and-counting-meet-the-beat-cop-whos-been-patrolling-the-same-indianapolis-streets-

for-more-than-four-decades-9ZjR67zqVcvX9tPA/
2 (https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/courage)
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Thank you 

for being a 

part of the 

Watersprings 

family!

(208) 524-4747       watersprings.net

@go2watersprings

@Watersprings Church

MONTHLY HAPPENINGS

2 Ladies Night Out - 7:00pm / Fellowship Hall

3 Resolve Men’s Breakfast - 8:00am / Fellowship Hall

9 Worship Night - 7:00pm / Creative Studio

11 Coffee with the Pastor - 1:00pm / Homestead

15-18 Time to Come Home Christmas Play - Sanctuary

23 Pure Word Christmas Party - 7:00pm / Fellowship Hall

24-25 Christmas Candlelight Services - Sanctuary


