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M O N T H LY  N E W S L E T T E R

LIVING AS THE COMMUNITY OF THE SPIRIT - PART 4
by Pastor Ty Orr

WORKING THINGS OUT IN THEOLOGICAL COMMUNITY
So, how do we start getting things sorted out? Let us start by loving one another as we have been commanded by 
God and stop immediately the intermural smear campaigns. No one is going to win those in the long run anyway. 
Don’t forget the old comic book ad that said, “When you throw mud, you lose ground.” The lesson was to stop a fight 
or discussion that is harming a person(s) who is under your care. Why trade your integrity and reputation for a small 
personal victory now? By doing so, you lead yourself and others to the slaughter at the hands of the devil and world 
because of your stubborn pride. (Proverbs 16:18) The world is watching and not only are they laughing, they are dying 
without a relationship with God while we beat each other senseless over and over with our unnecessary fights. Kregel’s 
book “Lessons in Leadership” talks about four categories of essentiality. Kregel’s begins with the “die for” issues. These 
are the things we are absolutely certain about. For example, the substitutional death of Jesus, the bodily resurrection, 
and other evangelical fundamental essentials would fall into this category.23 These are the mountains we will die on 
with, and for, each other and the gospels of Jesus Christ. These would be the evangelical and theological essentials 
that are clearly taught in scripture as foundational to the faith of all believers. Then we would move down the list of 
intensity to things we would call “divide for” issues. These are those things that are so central to us and are convinced 
about regarding the life of the church, worship, and mission that we cannot be in the same fellowship together, but 
can and must still affirm our unity as evangelicals in the context of the larger body of Christ.24 Unfortunately, these 
are commonly treated like die for issues. We observe the conflict between Saul and Barnabas get heated and come 
to a dramatic end as they choose to part ways over John Mark’s maturity for a planned missionary journey in Acts 15. 
Although they parted ways, they were all still part of the faith community in the end. Remember, Paul towards the end 
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of his earthly life, asked Timothy to bring Mark and join 
Luke and himself, saying that Mark was profitable for 
the ministry. (2 Timothy 4:11) So, who was right in the 
conflict between these two brothers is a debate for the 
ages. Unity, then should never be defined as conformity 
to do everything the same, but rather be found in our 
distinctive diversity in the building of the kingdom of 
God together. For whatever it is worth, I think we have 
added too many things to this category of our church 
communities today and our “die for” list seems to be in its 
seventh edition. Moving down the list of importance, we 
land on the debate for stuff. This is a category for all the 
stuff we are confused about, but are still working through 
as individuals and churches.25 Yes, there are some things 
that seem to be ambiguous in the Holy Writ of God. Not 
wrong or uninspired, but simply hard to understand fully. 
Again, no one has all the answers. 
These are the issues or positions 
where we may disagree and may 
at times grumble at each other 
about. But, at the end of the day, 
we can still love and laugh together 
despite our differences. We keep 
moving forward together serving 
the people of God by esteeming 
them as greater than ourselves as 
active and willing servant leaders. 
In other words, we can and should 
disagree productively and see to 
keep true unity in Christ and His 
work.26 Paul writes, “Only let your 
conduct be worthy of the gospel of 
Christ, so that whether I come and 
see you or am absent, I may hear 
of your affairs, that you stand fast 
in one spirit, with one mind striving 
together for the faith of the gospel, 
and not in any way terrified by your adversaries, which is 
to them a proof of perdition, but to you of salvation, and 
that from God.” (Philippians 1:27–28 emphasis added; also 
see Philippians 4:1ff). What do you think Paul would think 
if he came to the church in the western world today? But 
this must never just be a leadership issue. All believers 
have the responsibility to community in and through 
love and service towards each other and the world with 
unified and humble hearts. Yes, even when there is stuff 
we are working through together. The final category 
is the “decide for” issues. These are the things where 
no matter how hard we try to understand, we remain 
clueless, in what the Bible does not say directly. This is 
the stuff the Bible does not address directly and where 
differences are of no consequence. We unfortunately 

think it does, but it doesn’t. These are known as 
Adiaphoric issues. Adiaphora is the plural of the Greek 
word adiaphoron, which refers to a thing that exists 
outside of moral categories, something that in and of 
itself is neither approved nor condemned.27 In the history 
of Christian ethics, the term signifies actions which God 
neither bids nor forbids, the performance or omission 
of which is accordingly left as a matter of indifference.28 
Adiaphora literally means “indifferent things.”29 These 
are the areas that we get to choose whether we do 
them or not. Consider these to be areas we should seek 
to encourage freedom of choice in as many areas as 
possible. (Romans 14) These are the things of life and 
ministry where we wrestle through the scriptures seeking 
to keep a clear personal conscience in loving God and 
neighbor as we choose our course of actions. But, this 

does not mean we can do whatever 
we want under the guise of 
personal freedom. It would do well 
to remember that an autonomous 
spirit is a sinful spirit.30 Paul tells us, 
“So, whether you eat or drink, or 
whatever you do, do all to the glory 
of God.” (1 Corinthians 10:31) This 
does suggest that there needs to 
be some considerations before we 
exercise our freedoms as believers. 
Yes, even in the Adiaphoric issues. 
Timothy Keller makes three great 
points from Paul’s final letter to the 
Corinthian Church and presents 
them in three questions. First, will it 
have a bad effect on other believers? 
If the answer is yes, then do not do 
it. (2 Corinthians 8) Second, will it 
have a bad effect on non-believers? 
If the answer is yes, then do not 

do it. (2 Corinthians 9) Finally, will it have a bad effect 
on our Christian growth? If the answer is yes, then do 
not do it.31 (2 Corinthians 10) I would add that there are 
things we need to wrestle with a bit more from time to 
time in our evangelical communities before painting with 
a broad brush in the name of freedom. It would be most 
cautious to consider if any action, or inaction could be 
problematic, therefore, we may then consider abstaining 
as the most noble and loving response in our worship of 
God and care for our communities. 

Under the issues of things, the church needs to stop 
fighting about, I am going to take a moment to say, this is 
where I would personally think we could place our never-
ending conversation about the rapture of the church. (1 
Thessalonians 4:13-18; Revelation 3:10) I believe in and am 
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looking forward to the Rapture, but I will not fight about 
it anymore. I have decided where I stand and am glad to 
share that with others, but fighting about it, separating 
fellowship, and making fun of others is not acceptable 
and stands in opposition to our calling to love, fellowship, 
and unity. This is not an area of indifference to me, I have 
an opinion, and I might add a strong one at that. Some 
may insist on it staying in the debate for category and 
that is fine with me. But, I do not 
think this is a die for or divide for 
issue. I know some would disagree 
with me and are welcome to do 
so and hold a different position of 
timing of the Rapture and I will still 
stay in fellowship with them anyway. 
Now, before you get all bent out 
shape on this issue not being one 
of my die for issues, I do hold to 
a progressive dispensational, pre-
millennial, pre-tribulation position 
in the context of inaugurated 
eschatology of the kingdom. The 
“now” and “not yet” Kingdom, 
by which, we are to be taking 
goodness into the world the best 
we can.32 The action of the church 
towards the worthless person, those 
in our communities we choose 
to help without the possibility of 
benefit to us, is more important to 
me then a fight over the Rapture. 
(James 1:27) But the Rapture is not 
the hill I or anyone else, at least in 
my option, should die on, separate 
fellowship, or hurt others with. I do 
not need to be right in my position 
to the loss of relationship with 
my global theological community. 
Therefore, anything outside of our 
die for issues of orthodoxy should be discussed with love 
and grace. Sometimes these conversations will go on 
for years and maybe even until the kingdom of God is 
with the kingdom of men. (Revelation 11:15-18) We need 
to be those who are bringing the real Jesus and hope in 
Him to the world.33 This is also where we should choose 
to put the churches conversations about worship music 
and worship styles, for without question, for many this is 
not an indifferent issue. Yet, that would be a much longer, 
and I am sure could be fruitful, conversation for all of us 
to take part in. However, before I move on, here is one 
passing thought, worship is art and for art to be art it 
must be true and for art to be redemptive it must reveal 

the divine.

Learning how to fight side by side for the essential 
issues together as an evangelical community seems to 
be of utmost importance to bring clarity to the fuzzy 
theology light, anger, and despair we find all over social 
media today. Remember, if you can’t say anything nice 
don’t say (or post) anything at all. Yet, we are spending 
way too much time and energy on what we are against 

rather than what we are for. Now, 
I am not sure who to address this 
next thought to, so I will speak 
in general terms as best I can. 
As a father, I have found myself 
repeating wisdom. Simple pieces of 
wisdom that pass smoothly from 
one generation to the next. Family 
proverbs of instruction so to speak. 
For example, when our children 
would get an attitude brewing we 
would simply say, “Check your tone.” 
As our parents did for us, affording 
our children a chance to step away 
from their certain swift approaching 
doom. Solomon also did this for his 
children when he writes, “Whoever 
guards his mouth preserves his life; 
he who opens wide his lips comes 
to ruin.” (Proverbs 13:3). However, 
it seems to me that church leaders 
and individuals from most every 
station in life, have become drunk 
with the power afforded them by 
social media, and are spending more 
time tearing each other down then 
stirring one another up to love and 
good works as we should. (Hebrews 
10:24-25) The lingering question 
for me is, who can speak into our 
theological communities today with 

some kind of receivable authority to help bring about real 
change? We would think it would be church leaders, but 
they are the ones causing many of the problems today as 
they stab at one another over and over again. We would 
be well to remember Paul’s admonition and warning to 
the church in Galatia, “For the whole law is fulfilled in 
one word: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ But 
if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you 
are not consumed by one another.34 We are hearing and 
seeing a whole lot of biting and not a lot of love and 
understanding. Why? We are not talking to each other 
in theological community. This is disappointing to say 
the least, and an awful example for younger generations 
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who want to serve the Lord full time. What are they 
learning from the example they are seeing and hearing 
from the “popular preachers of today?” They are growing 
up in theological communities where right is might and 
we make ourselves successful and powerful by talking 
down others, making fun of authorities, and standing 
on the necks of all who disagree with them. This does 
not seem like the church of the kingdom of God. In all 
fairness, not all in leadership are in the wrong here. In fact, 
many are wonderful examples to the flock of God, tend 
faithfully, protect, love, and sacrifice for the churches they 
serve over their lifetime. They need to be commended. 
However, we may never know their names, but they will 
be rewarded openly and glorified in the future kingdom 
of God that is to come. 

It seems to me that our communities of faith, as diverse, 
distinct and wonderful as they all are, need to revive a 
deep conviction towards a much-needed conversational 
reset. We need to relearn how to talk to each other with 
kindness, civility, and grace. I am not saying for one 
moment that we will not have many things we could 
disagree about, but we should at least do it amicably. 
The writer of proverbs points to a hopeful truth that, “A 
soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up 
anger. The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, but 
the mouths of fools pour out folly.”35 Oh, how I long for us 
to all apply this truth to our intermural skirmishes today 
in the church community. If we would humble ourselves, 
we may yet again discover the beauty of real loving 
and rich kingdom community relationships that strive 
to live in peace and mission together. Remember Paul’s 
exhortation, “If possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all.” (Romans 12:18) The question then 
lingers, are we seeking to live, work, and love in the unity 
of kingdom community? (Philippians 4:1ff; John 17:21-23)

As an aside, I would like to pose a question from the 
thoughts above. Who can speak into the whole church 
today and say, “That’s enough!” and get some results for 
their effort? Our “popular” church leaders, and they are 
different in various global and cultural context, seem to 
be part of the larger problem, but could also be one part 
of a much-needed solution. These are men with decades 
of experience in ministry and they have opinions and are 
not going to be dropping their positions anytime soon 
and be found sitting in a drum circle singing Kumbaya My 
Lord. Yet they could all step up and remind the church 
that we will be known by our love for one another, and 
God called us to preach the Gospel of the His kingdom, 
and are not to be building our own little kingdoms 
using His name. (John 13:34-35; Matthew 28:18-20) I 
am not going to hold my breath on that one. Why? Too 

much money and power involved? Maybe. One thing I 
am confident about, is that we need a real revival. Not 
an emotional tent meeting or retreat, but a real 1906 
Azusa street outpouring of the Spirit of God again. The 
revitalizing indwelling power of God the Spirit to who can 
ignite a fire in our hearts, and empowering the Word in 
our personal devotion that will burn through our churches 
and community to the glory of God. (Acts 1:8; Matthew 
6:5-8) I pray this comes about, in order to bring about a 
fresh fire of conviction in the hearts of all God’s people, 
regardless of tribe, tongue, people, or nation, that will 
reveal our sins and lead us to repentance and back to 
love and community without all the hate. (John 6:7ff; 
Hebrews 4:12) 

23 World Evangelical Alliance has a concise Statement of Faith we would all so 
well to consider. “We believe in: The Holy Scriptures as originally given by God, 
divinely inspired, infallible, entirely trustworthy; and the supreme authority in all 
matters of faith and conduct. One God, eternally existent in three persons, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit Our Lord Jesus Christ, God manifest in the flesh, His virgin 
birth, His sinless human life, His divine miracles, His vicarious and atoning death, 
His bodily resurrection, His ascension, His mediatorial work, and his personal 
return in power and glory. The Salvation of lost and sinful man through the shed 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ by faith apart from works, and regeneration by 
the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the believer is enabled to live 
a holy life, to witness and work for the Lord Jesus Christ. The Unity of the Spirit 
of all true believers, the Church, the Body of Christ. The Resurrection of both the 
saved and the lost; they that are saved unto the resurrection of life, they that are 
lost unto the resurrection of damnation.” 

24 Levels of “Essentiality” (“Learning to Distinguish Between Degrees of Certainty,” 
Lessons in Leadership (Kregel, 1999), 48-53

25 Levels of “Essentiality” (“Learning to Distinguish Between Degrees of Certainty,” 
Lessons in Leadership (Kregel, 1999), 48-53

26 Breshears, Gerry Ph.D., Western Seminary

27 SIMPLYPUT, Adiaphora, https://simplyputpodcast.com/adiaphora/ (Retrieved 
July 21, 2021) 

28 Jackson, S. M. (Ed.). (1908–1914). In The new Schaff-Herzog encyclopedia 
of religious knowledge: embracing Biblical, historical, doctrinal, and practical 
theology and Biblical, theological, and ecclesiastical biography from the earliest 
times to the present day (Vol. 1, p. 41). New York; London: Funk & Wagnalls.

29 SIMPLYPUT, Adiaphora, https://simplyputpodcast.com/adiaphora/ (Retrieved 
July 21, 2021) 

30 Breshears, Gerry Ph.D., Western Seminary.

31 Keller, Timothy, https://quarterly.gospelinlife.com/god-freedom-and-love/ 
(Retrieved August 2, 2021)

32 Breshears, Gerry Ph.D., Western Seminary.

33  Breshears, Gerry Ph.D., Western Seminary.

34 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ga 5:14–15). Wheaton, IL: 
Crossway Bibles.

35 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Pr 15). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 
Bibles.
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We endeavor to present to you testimonies of some of the Watersprings Family whom you may know. These are 
friends and family who have gone through the LIFE Class here at Watersprings Church and as part of the class, they 
have written their testimonies. With their permission, we share their testimonies and their names with you. They want 
the world to know what God did in their lives in the hope that their stories will inspire you and destroy the accusation 
of the accuser. 

This Is My Story 
Testimonies from LIFE

Compiled by Kevin Finnigan & Sean Finnigan

KELLY POWELL TESTIMONY
It’s interesting how one question can totally change 
one’s life. My name is Kelly Powell. I grew up in the small 
town of St. Anthony, Idaho. I was raised in a strong, 
devout Mormon family, attending every Sunday and 
weekly activities. My parents separated when I was 
8. Then I moved to South Carolina with my mom and 
2 sisters. Upon high school graduation, I served my 
2-year LDS mission in California. This is where that “one 
question” comes in. 

When I was in my first area doing door to door 
contacting, we were at a house where the gentleman 
declined but rather, pointed his finger right at me and 
asked this question, “What do you know about Jesus?” 
That one question never left my mind. I had to ask 
myself, “Do I know Jesus personally or just as a person?”

Two years went by and my life went downhill. In 2001 my 
mom was diagnosed with cancer. On January 1, 2002, 
she passed away after a 6-month battle. After that I 

began making a series of bad choices... Going to places I 
shouldn’t go to, getting deeper and deeper into trouble. 
Then, around 2012 I starting to get images in my head 
of the path I was on and where it was headed. I couldn’t 
get that man’s question out of my head.

Upon moving back to Idaho falls I met a co-worker who 
was open to religious discussions. I told her I was LDS 
but was looking for a non-denominational church. She 
told me about Watersprings Church. After a few years 
of attendance and talking with a few people, I realized 
there was something missing in my previous religion and 
that was an actual relationship with Jesus rather than 
just knowing about Him. So, through the love of God, I 
knew what I needed to do. I talked it over with a caring 
pastor at Watersprings and I asked Christ into my life. 
Ever since then, the anxiety and stress that my previous 
belief system caused has lifted from me. I have also 
noticed that I’m much happier now that I really know 
Jesus in addition to knowing about Him. Thank God for 
His grace!
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SHEILA J. TESTIMONY
My name is Sheila. Raised in Rexburg, Idaho, in the LDS 
religion, I was the oldest of four children. There were 
family vacations, movie nights, and of course, a strong 
work ethic, which I learned from my parents. However, 
when I was five years old, a trusted family member who 
would come to visit began sexually abusing me. When 
I told my mother about it, she assured me she would 
“take care of it,” but he returned each year and the 
abuse continued. These events were very difficult for 
me, and my parents could not protect me. This led me to 
believe I was not worth protecting or saving, so I never 
spoke of it again.

Over time, the pattern of continued abuse resulted 
in diminished self-worth and a lifelong struggle with 
depression. This resulted in a suicide attempt and a 
pattern of suicidal ideation. 

Ultimately, I did get married in the Idaho Falls LDS 
Temple and from that marriage I have two amazing 
kids whom I love very much, though that marriage 
ended when I was 34-years old, about the time I left 
the LDS church. I proceeded to work full time, raising 
two children and dealing with an extremely ugly divorce 
which included property damage, car theft, slashed tires, 
blackmail and a myriad of other emotionally damaging 
things. This was a very dark time for me.

I kept up the façade of a hardworking, single mom that 
volunteered in my children’s classrooms, went on field 
trips, picked her kids up from daycare, and then went 
to football practice, soccer games and tennis matches 
in the evenings. However, on the weekends I also drank, 
smoked pot, experimented with other drugs.  Initially, 
and for the most part, these two lifestyles were separate, 
but there were times when I allowed the lines to blur, 
exposing my kids to things they shouldn’t have been, 
including driving under the influence of alcohol with 
them in the car.  I spent the better part of 15 years 
looking for love and value in unhealthy relationships, 
stemming from the deep feelings of not being important 
or worthy. I had no “gate-keepers” or boundaries since, 
in my mind, there was no reason for me to evaluate 
something or determine whether it was good or not 
since I obviously wasn’t worth anything anyway.  Life 
just happened, and I just survived.  I was in the habit of 
numbing my pain in very worldly ways and was also very 
disrespectful toward God, as well as critical, mocking 
and judgmental of anyone who was at all “religious,” 
including friends and family.

My financial situation was often desperate, as I wasn’t 
receiving child support. At one point I gave in to 

temptation and took money from an employer. I was 
discovered, arrested, and taken to jail.  I was prosecuted, 
convicted, and sentenced to pay the money back 
and do 360 hours of community service.  I completed 
those and have since had the charge expunged from 
my record.

That was my life until April 2, 2009, when my father 
died unexpectedly and tragically after 19 hours on the 
operating table in open heart surgery.  At that point, I 
started looking back to “religion and/or God” to help 
me deal with the loss.  I had a Christian friend who had 
continued to love and support me, all those years, even 
when I was rude and dismissive of her belief in Jesus. I 
began going to a women’s Bible study with her.  It was 
in that study that I came to believe that Jesus is real 
and that He died on the cross for me.  That’s when I 
accepted Him as my Savior.

I started attending a Christian Church and Celebrate 
Recovery, in Sacramento, California, where I lived at the 
time.  It was there that I met a good man and married 
again.  He and I were ministry leaders of a Celebrate 
Recovery for many years. During that time, I completed 
four 12-step studies and led Substance Abuse, Love and 
Relationship, Addiction and Life Issues small groups.  I 
also went through personal and couples counseling, with 
my new husband, as well as Trauma Therapy, to address 
the lifelong effects of the childhood abuse.   

I know that God has been with me throughout my life, 
protecting me, through all the ugliness, because, by all 
rights, I should be sick with a disease, be in jail or dead 
as a result of my poor life choices.  I’m so grateful, to 
God, for the people he has put in my life and for all the 
healing he has brought me.

We moved back to Idaho in April 2020, so I could be 
close to my family, but unfortunately, our marriage 
ended in July of 2022. So, I find myself in another 
difficult time of life.  One where I am alone, again, and 
trying to find my way forward.  My tendency is to isolate, 
but I know the importance of being in community with 
other believers and am making myself attend church, 
Ladies Bible Study, and serving as I know God will still 
use me. He has brought me through so much and He 
doesn’t waste a hurt!  

My relationship with God has brought me peace from 
my past and hope for my future, which is something 
I’ve never had.  He gives me courage and strength every 
day. He has softened my heart, opened my mind, and 
restored relationships that were broken.  I’m so glad 
God didn’t give up on me and I know He has a plan for 
my life!
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Hello Parents, 

First off, I wanted to write to say thank you for supporting the youth ministry here at Watersprings. Taking the 
time to invest in your children’s spiritual needs is always a blessing to see as a youth pastor. Looking back at 
youth group in 2022, we have accomplished: learning every parable Jesus taught, Revive went through the book 
of Joshua verse by verse, Thrive went through the different relationships in the Bible. 2023 is looking bright as we 
plan on taking Revive verse by verse through the Gospel of John and Thrive verse by verse through Revelation. 
At the end of the day, our goal and vision for youth group is to teach the kids the two most important things 
in life; Love God and Love people. This is in accordance with Matthew 22:36-40; “Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the Law?” And He said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and foremost commandment. The second is like it, ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments depend on the whole Law and the Prophets.” We 
hope to partner with you as parents in helping the next generation live out their Love for God. 

Second, I would like to keep in more contact with parents throughout the year. Better communication is going 
to be our personal goal for the youth ministry. Keeping you up to date with any changes or planned outings is 
going to be essential. The easiest way to accomplish this, with everyone’s different schedules and lives, is going 
to be email. On the Watersprings app and website, you can join Revive and Thrive under the registration tab. This 
will make it very easy to send out emails to you with information on upcoming events that are for youth. Such as: 
serving opportunities, camps, missions, and local outings. 

I look forward to a fantastic year serving the next generation. 

Pastor Shane
Youth Ministry
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We cannot believe that another year has come and gone. As a Christian 
school we are so thankful to have the privilege to end 2022 with praise 
and worship of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

PRESCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Our precious K3 and K4 preschool students sang their hearts out as we celebrated the birth of Jesus at the 
Preschool Christmas Program!

ELEMENTARY CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Our Kindergarten through 5th grade students also took to the stage and performed “The Biblical Account of the 
“Birth of Jesus.” We are so proud of our students as many had speaking parts, reciting God’s Word. We want to thank 
our Elementary music teacher, Marcela Harvey for putting together such a wonderful performance!
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January marks a new start. We celebrate the new year with resolutions or goals to complete during the year. How 
often do we get into the second week of the year and we have already failed in our ambitions of changes? Do we get 
back up where we left off and start fresh? Or do we throw our hands up in defeat?  

This year, I want to encourage you to continue to fight the good fight as a warrior in the battlefield. To put on the 
whole armor of God. At this year’s Ladies Night Out’s, we have been learning how to do just that. 

In October, we learned about having love in all we do. How to live above the line by the example of 1 Timothy 1:5 
“Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from sincere faith.” 
Then how the battle rages around us and what spiritual warfare is. We learned that the consequences of our actions 
aren’t always warfare, but how we respond to them makes a difference. We saw that the enemy is on the prowl and 
seeking to destroy. We find hope in the Name of Jesus and the armor He gives us to fight the battles.

In November, we looked at the Belt of Truth. We need to know truth and seek to be thoughtful in all we do. In 
Ephesians 6, the meaning of truth is candor, sincerity and thoughtfulness. It is rooted in the objective reality of the 
truth of God’s Word. 

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”

John 15:26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds 
from the Father, He will testify of Me.”

John 17:17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.

Did you see that last verse? YOUR WORD IS TRUTH!! These scriptures reveal that Jesus is truth, Holy Spirit is truth, 
the Father is truth and His Word is truth. Truth can only come from the source of all things true. That’s why we need 
all these components in our lives, so we can know what truth is.  

We need Jesus as He is the way, the truth and the life.  

We need the Father as He is the one who sends truth-therefore He must be truth.  

We need Holy Spirit as He is the truth that proceeds from the Father.  

We need the Word of truth (the Bible) which is Jesus in word form.  

In December, we looked at the Breastplate of Righteousness. We found that Jesus is our righteousness and He is the 
best protection to have over our vital organs, while wearing the breastplate of righteousness. 

Our righteousness comes from Jesus alone! Jeremiah 33:16; “In those days Judah will be saved …And this is the name 
by which she will be called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”

We are to put on Christ and His Character: Righteousness

Colossians 3:12-14 ESV “Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving 
each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must also forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony.”  

This month, we will be looking at the Shoes of the Gospel of Peace. Join us January 6th in the Fellowship Hall. Doors 
open at 6:30pm, register at watersprings.net.

We will be learning about the Shield of Faith on February 3rd, and mark your calendars for March 10-11 for our Ladies 
Conference “Stand Firm” here at Watersprings!
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It’s not unusual for people to make the New Year’s 
resolution to read their Bible through in a year, and that’s 
not a bad goal at all! Here at Watersprings, we offer a Bible 
reading plan called “Truth For You” that leads the reader 
through the Bible at a very comfortable pace of two-years. 
But, if you are a new or newer believer, the first question 
you may be asking is, “Why? Why is it so important to read 
the Bible?”

In fact, as a new believer, you are bound to be curious 
about a lot of things. You are probably being bombarded 
with a lot of new feelings and inner attitudes, as well as 
a ton of new verbiage. You may hear people who have 
been Christians for years talking to each other, throwing 
around words and phrases with which you are completely 
unfamiliar. Perhaps some have said to you, “Welcome to 
the Family of God!” To a new believer, that might sound 
kooky or even cultish. But, for those of us who have been 
following Jesus for years, that makes complete sense. Still, 
others will say to you, “You need to be discipled.” Someone 
who is brand new to the Christian faith will likely ask, “What 
in the world does ‘discipled’ mean?” 

For the record, a ‘disciple’ is a disciplined student or a 
follower. When you gave your heart and life to Jesus, God 
adopted you into His family, (Romans 8:15). That means 
you’re part of the family; not just the “Watersprings family,” 
but the Family of God. In other words, the Church. Every 
believer in Jesus Christ, all around the world, is part of the 
“Family of God.”

One of the little phrases you may hear from time to time 
around Watersprings Church is, “Think biblically.” All that 
simply means is, “Make sure the Bible is the basis for the 
way you think and speak.” With that in mind, let’s think and 
talk about the Bible.

There are people who have a problem accepting the 
authority of the Bible. Very often, they approach the Bible 
with their own ideas, thinking they know something about 
the Bible, even though they have never bothered to read 
it. Since they really do not know the Bible, neither do they 
know it’s author: God. So, let’s talk about that... What is 

the Bible? Where did it come from? Should we trust it? Is 
it really from God? How important is it that we read the 
Bible? What should we do with what we read in the Bible?

What Is The Bible?

The Bible, as we have it, in written form today, is divided 
into two parts: Old Testament and New Testament. It is a 
collection of 66 books (or letters). It’s like a small library 
in your hand. The Old Testament begins with the book of 
Genesis and runs through the book of Malachi, and includes 
39 books. The New Testament begins with the Gospel of 
Matthew and runs through the book of Revelation, and 
includes 27 books, for a total of 66 books.

The Old Testament begins at the beginning of time, when 
God created everything (Genesis 1-3). The New Testament 
begins at the beginning of the life of Jesus, when God 
came in human form and promised to make all who trust in 
Him a new creation, (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

The Old Testament ends with the book of Malachi, and 
God’s chosen people doubting His love for them. God 
finishes with the promise of a new beginning… someday. 
The New Testament ends with the book of Revelation 
which describes the ultimate consummation of all things, 
(Revelation 21:1)... the promised new beginning is on 
the way.

Between the Old and New Testaments, is a period of 400 
silent years. But, they are only “silent” until we realize that 
God had already spoken about them through the prophet 
Daniel in a sort of pre-history. We must understand that 
from God’s perspective, whatever is really important about 
the history of the world is found in the Bible.

From God’s creation of a very good world (beautiful and 
full of life) to the cause of suffering and death (Adam’s 
rebellion), to God’s great plan to redeem man and reconcile 
mankind to Himself, it is all in the Bible. It runs throughout 
the Bible. God’s plan was that a son would be born to a 
virgin (Genesis 3:15), and that son would crush the serpent 
who had deceived man into rebellion. That serpent, of 
course, is the devil. That Son of the virgin is Jesus, the 
Son of God. 

THE BIBLE FOR 
BEGINNERS... VERY 
BEGINNERS
by Pastor Dave Coleman
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John 3:16-17 says, “For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send 
His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 
world through Him might be saved.” 

There is a beautiful connection and a wonderful flow 
between the Old and the New Testament. They are not two 
different stories about two different Gods. The entire Bible 
– Old and New Testament – is one book with one message, 
about one God, who loves His creation, so much He 
became one of us, dying on the cross to pay our debt and 
reconcile us to Himself. That is what the Bible is all about. 

Colossians 2:13-14 says, “You were dead because of your 
sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. 
Then God made you alive with Christ, for He forgave all our 
sins. He canceled the record of the charges against us and 
took it away by nailing it to the cross.”

What Does The Bible Say About Itself?

Can we trust the Bible? Is it really from God? Here is what 
the Bible says about itself…

2 Timothy 3:16 says, “All Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness…”

2 Peter 1:20-21 says, “knowing this first, that no prophecy of 
Scripture is of any private interpretation, for prophecy never 
came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they 
were moved by the Holy Spirit.”

In the book of Isaiah, God claims that He speaks of 
future events as if they had already happened and 
even challenges other gods and false prophets to do 
the same, (Isaiah 41:23, 44:7).

This seems like God is throwing down the gauntlet of 
prophecy. He actually challenges false prophets to prove that 
they are true and that their gods are true by saying, “Okay, 
if you are true, do what I do. Speak about the future with 
absolute accuracy.” Today, we call that a “mic drop.” Boom!

Remember we talked about those 400 silent years 
between the Testaments? Remember we said that the 
prophet Daniel wrote a pre-history regarding those years? 
Well, believe it or not, it is the accuracy of the book of 
Daniel that actually causes some people to doubt that it 
was written by Daniel. They say the prophetic words of 
Daniel regarding Alexander the Great and the rise and 
fall of the Roman Empire are too accurate to believe that 
Daniel wrote hundreds of years before it happened. 

However, there is an easy way for Christians to determine 
that Daniel actually wrote the book of Daniel. In Matthew 
24:15 and in Mark 13:14, Jesus quoted the book of Daniel 
and attributed it to the prophet Daniel. In other words, 

Jesus Himself said that the prophet Daniel wrote the book 
of Daniel. So, if Jesus said Daniel wrote the book of Daniel, 
then Daniel wrote the book of Daniel. And he did so as he 
was moved by the Holy Spirit.

All of this is simply to say that the Bible claims to be the very 
Word of God, and the proof offered by God Himself is that He 
very often speaks prophetically. That is, throughout the Bible, 
He speaks of things nobody else had information about – like 
creation – and He speaks of future events that have not even 
happened yet, as if they had already happened. That is why I 
use the term pre-history to describe prophecy. We know that 
when God says it is going to happen, it is the same as if it has 
already happened. There is no other book in the history of 
mankind that comes anywhere near the amazing claims and 
power of the Bible. 

It has been said, “The Bible is God’s heart in God’s words.” 
When the Bible claims to be “inspired” by God, the original 
language actually says it is “God-breathed,” (2 Timothy 
3:16). It is as if God Himself breathed upon the men who 
wrote the Scriptures, and thus it has been said, “The words 
of the Bible are the very breath of God.”

What Should We Do With The Bible?

It has been said, “The Bible is God’s love letter to you.” If the 
One who loves us more than anyone else, loves us so much 
that He became one of us and lived, and died, and rose 
again, and He has taken the time to inspire holy men of 
God to write down His words for us (2 Peter 1:21), we think 
it’s a great idea to take time each day to read His Word.

The apostle Paul told young Timothy, “Study [be diligent] 
to present yourself approved unto God, a worker who does 
not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 
(2 Timothy 2:15)

The Psalmist wrote, “How can a young man cleanse his 
way? By taking heed according to Your word. With my 
whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from 
Your commandments! Your word I have hidden in my heart, 
That I might not sin against You.” (Psalm 119:9-11)

Find a time in your schedule that you can consistently 
dedicate to quiet time alone with God, reading His Word. 
Study it and memorize as much of it as possible. Read, 
study, obey and memorize. 

“The Bible will keep you from sin, or sin will keep you 
from the Bible.”

There are multiple Bible reading plans, find one that 
works best for you. Take a moment each day to ask 
God to speak to you from the Scriptures. Then, write 
down your thoughts in a notebook or journal. Any of the 
pastors or servant-leaders of Watersprings would be 
thrilled to assist you. Please feel free to ask...
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“How does someone stay in policing for so many years and 
remain sane?” To have a successful and long police career 
there are somethings law enforcement officers should 
know. Former LAPD Sergeant Joseph Wambaugh has 
written several police novels. In one of them was a quote 
that stayed with me throughout my policing career. One 
of his characters said, “A police officer needs three things 
to survive: courage, common sense, and a sense of humor. 
Most people can survive without one of these, but a police 
officer never could.” Wambaugh’s wisdom is profound—
courage, common sense, and a sense of humor. Last time, I 
addressed courage. Let’s look at common sense.

Officers filled the back rows of the roll-call room talking 
and joking, some sat quietly waiting. Sergeant Charlie 
Ross emerged from the office, clipboard in hand, revolver 
swinging from his hip, and with a limp that would make 
a John Wayne fan smile. He stepped onto the platform 
in front of the 100-plus officers. On his left sleeve were 
stars and hash marks that marked nearly four decades of 
policing. He had been on the job long before most of the 
officers who sat before him were alive. He dropped the 
clipboard onto the lectern, pushed his glasses in place, 
and brushed back strains of white hair that refused to stay 
put. Without looking up, he barked out, “Roll Call!” The 
room became silent. His eyes focused on the clipboard, 
“Borg” “Here, sir.” “1-1,” he checked off the name. “White.” 
“Here, sir.” “1-2,” another check. “Gonzalez.” “Here, sir.” “1-3,” 
check. After the roll was taken and the assignments given, 
the old sergeant picked up the clipboard and headed 
back towards the office. He overheard two young officers 
exchanging war stories from the night before, the veteran 
sergeant couldn’t restrain himself, “You’re a boot until you 
have ten years on the streets. The streets will educate you. 
Or kill you. Be quiet and learn.” Wise counsel from the old 
sergeant—common sense.

Psychology Today defines common sense as “sound 
judgment derived from experience rather than study.”1 
This echoes the old proverb, “Whoever walks with the wise 
becomes wise, but the companion of fools will suffer harm.” 
(Proverbs 13:20) But the fact is, common sense isn’t so 
common, if it was, police officers would be a lot less busy. 
It’s the lack of sense among the general population that 
keeps officers busy. The headlines speak for themselves:

• Burglar breaks into building, calls 911 when he can’t 
get out.

• Florida Man Calls Police to Test Illegal Drugs.

• Man tries to steal police car, with officer in it.

• Shoplifting suspect fatally stabs himself on stolen knife.

• NC suspect accidently shoots himself while 
robbing store.

• Montana man calls police to report he was ripped off in 
meth deal.

• Minnesota robbery suspect locked keys in getaway car.

Not all criminals are as stupid as these, but most aren’t far 
behind. Most situations, problems, and crimes are solved by 
common sense that comes from an officer’s training, street 
education, and life experiences. Common sense is learned; 
it’s developed over time. Again, I defer to Solomon, “Getting 
wisdom is the wisest thing you can do! And whatever else 
you do, develop good judgment.” (Prov. 4:7, NLT)

Officers short on common sense have short careers, unless, 
of course, they slip through the cracks and get promoted. 
That brings us to the third thing Wambaugh said officers 
can’t do without—a sense of humor. We’ll discuss that 
next month. 

The Strong Blue Line on the Road

Last month I went to San Antonio (TX) where I spoke 
at Christian United Church, Anchor Baptist Church, and 
attended the Billy Graham Evangelical Association (BGEA) 
Law Enforcement Chaplain Training. Former SAPD officer 
Jim Barnette started Christian United Church a couple 
years ago. Jim is also a chaplain for the SAPD. Jim wanted 
to do something to address the recent rash of suicides 
on the SAPD and invited me to speak on the subject. The 
copies of “Suicide is Not an Option” that are donated 
through The Strong Blue Line Ministries will be shipped 
to Jim for distribution to the other chaplains on the SAPD 
to be used in their ministry. Anchor Baptist Church is a 
supporting church, and I was honored to give a report and 
reconnect with folks there. The BGEA Law Enforcement 
Chaplain Training was taught by three retired police officers 
who are now chaplains serving with BGEA. The chaplains 
brought a boatload of experience to the class that was 
attended by chaplains from across Texas, one from South 
Dakota and a couple from Mississippi. 

Pray for your police.
1 (https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-power-prime/201107/common-sense-is-neither-
common-nor-sense)

REMAINING SANE
by Pastor Tim Rupp
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Resolve Men’s Conference is back! 
REV Radio is honored to host our second annual Men’s Conference for south-east Idaho right here on the 
Watersprings Church campus. Scheduled for Saturday, April 29th, 2023, it’s already shaping up to be even better 
than last year. 

RMC is a one-day, all-day event designed for men who desire to be the man God designed them to be... Better 
Husbands, Better Fathers, Better Men.

This year’s speakers include:

Viet Nam veteran, author and pastor of Calvary Chapel Golden Springs, Raul Ries; Whosoevers Movement founder, 
author and radio talk show host, Ryan Ries; U.S. Marine, pastor of Calvary Chapel Newport News, REV Radio Bible 
Teacher, and returning favorite, Tony Clark.

Our guest musician this year is a local favorite best known for his album, “From Amarillo by Morning to Amazing 
Grace,” Clifton Jansky. 

At this year’s RMC, there will be more activities during the breaks – including crowd favorites hatchet throwing 
and paintball... so get your teams ready – and plenty of amazing exhibitors and booths.  Our taco bar lunch 
is being catered this year by Plum Loco, and there will be plenty of coffee throughout the day from our own 
Greenhouse Coffee. 

Register before February 1st, and receive an incredible 25% discount admission price of only $49 per person. After 
that date, the price goes to the regular $65 per person, and admission at the door is $75. So, take advantage of this 
early-bird offer and save.

Register today at: resolvemen.com/register.

If you would like to inquire regarding being a vendor or exhibitor, please go to: resolvemen.com/sponsor-exhibit/, or 
call (208) 522-6084.

We look forward to meeting you at RESOLVE Men’s Conference ’23.
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This month, the Watersprings Church Family will once 
again be taking a week (1/22 – 1/28) to practice the 
Christian disciplines of prayer and fasting together. As 
we prepare ourselves, let’s pause together to consider 
what the Bible says about fasting and prayer, and gain 
understanding and mastery of these disciplines. Why do 
we fast and pray? Why do we do both simultaneously? 
How do we fast and pray? Who should fast and pray? 
When should we fast and pray? 

Let’s begin with “why,” and offer a couple of simple 
answers. First, we do so simply because Jesus said to 
do it.

In the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), Jesus did 
not say, “if you pray,” but rather He said, “when you 
pray,” (6:5). He did not say, “if you fast,” but rather He 
said, “when you fast,” (6:16). In other words, He did 
not offer His followers an option to practice these 
disciplines, but rather, they are expectations. The 
follower of Jesus Christ is expected to fast and pray. 

Here is where the “why” gets a little tricky. In Matthew 
5, Jesus categorically demands that our good works be 
done to be seen by others:

“Let your light shine before men in such a way that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is 
in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16).

Yet, Matthew 6 begins, quite literally, with a warning not 
to do our righteous acts before men to be seen by them: 
“Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to 
be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward with 
your Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 6:1)

In both verses, Jesus speaks of doing our good works 
before men, and in both verses the objective is “to be 
seen by men.” However, in chapter 5, He commands that 
our good works be seen by men, while in chapter 6, He 
prohibits the same. How do we resolve this apparent 
discrepancy? Simple… Jesus is addressing two different 
motivations. In chapter 5, He is addressing our human 
propensity toward cowardice, so He says, “Let your 
light shine before men.” In Chapter 6, He is addressing 
human vanity, so He says, “Beware of practicing your 
righteousness before men.” As always, the heart of the 
issue, is the issue of the heart. 

Now, when it comes to fasting, it is important to note 
that, while it is an expectation for Jesus followers, it is 

FASTING: AN ESSENTIAL DISCIPLINE
A few thoughts from Pastor Dave
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not necessary for salvation. However, it is essential for 
our spiritual growth and sanctification. Why? Because 
fasting is meant to diminish our flesh while enhancing 
our spirit. It is a means by which we say to our flesh, 
“You’re not in charge, God is.” Thus, we fast that which 
gives pleasure to our flesh, as we invite the Holy Spirit to 
intensify His influence in our lives. In other words, while 
we fast what pleases our flesh, we feast on what pleases 
the Spirit of God within us. In the end, what we are after 
is a deeper intimacy in our relationship with Jesus. And 
that answers the question, “Why do we both fast and 
pray simultaneously?” As we deny our flesh, we want 
to feed our spirit. If we just fast and neglect the spirit, 
we’re just cutting weight and accomplishing nothing for 
the inner man. That is probably a good indicator as to 
“when” to fast and pray, too. Do it when your flesh hates 
it the most. When it is really a struggle for your flesh, it 
is a most opportune time to build up your spiritual man; 
to practice self-control, (Galatians 5:22-23).

If these are newer disciplines 
for you, the “how” question is 
especially significant. The simple 
answer is to do it in simplicity. In 
other words, do it secretly. Don’t 
make a big show of it, and don’t 
plaster it all over social media. 
Simply fast simply. 

Some people fast one meal per 
day for a week. Some people fast 
all food for a shorter period of 
time; 24 hours, for example. Some 
people fast all food for a week or 
two at a time. It is critical that you 
pay attention to what your body 
is telling you. More importantly, it is essential that you 
listen to what the Holy Spirit is telling you. Pushing 
yourself through sheer willpower is a subtle form of 
carnality; an attempt to please God through the efforts 
of the flesh. It’s Abraham and Ishmael all over again.

It is not important what you fast or even how much 
you fast. What’s important is simply that you fast; deny 
your flesh. During the Watersprings week of prayer and 
fasting, choose to fast something for the week, and 
replace it with prayer and the Word. You may choose to 
fast one meal per day, and to spend that time reading 
the Word and then praying through what you read. You 
may choose to fast coffee, if that’s something that is 
part of your daily routine. You might fast certain foods, 
but not all food. You might fast television or social 
media. The point is simply to reduce something that 
would normally bring some level of satisfaction, and 

replace the time you would give to it with time given 
to prayer and meditation on the Word. Ask the Lord to 
guide you by the Holy Spirit, and be open to His leading. 
One of several biblical examples of this comes from 
Acts 13:2-3; While they were ministering to the Lord and 
fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for Me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” Then, 
when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on 
them, they sent them away.

In Matthew 17:19-22, Jesus taught that fasting can 
increase your faith and add strength to your prayer: 
Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, 
“Why could we not drive the demon out?” And He said 
to them, “Because of the littleness of your faith; for 
truly I say to you, if you have faith the size of a mustard 
seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to 
there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible 
to you. But this kind does not go out except by prayer 
and fasting.”

And of course in Luke 2, we learn 
that fasting and praying were 
consistently part of the prophetess 
Anna’s worship: “And there was a 
prophetess, Anna the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was advanced in years and had 
lived with her husband seven years 
after her marriage, and then as a 
widow to the age of eighty-four. 
She never left the temple, serving 
night and day with fastings and 
prayers,” (Luke 2:36-37).

There are many more biblical 
examples of prayer and fasting, 

and many reasons to do so: obedience; good witness; 
spiritual growth and sanctification; self-control; 
guidance; increasing one’s faith; and purity in worship. 
Notice, we don’t fast and pray to “get God’s attention.” 
Fasting has more to do with us than it does with God. It 
does not get His attention, but it does help us pay closer 
attention to Him. 

So, we encourage you to take advantage of the 
corporate week of prayer and fasting with your 
Watersprings Church Family this month. Let’s see what 
we might just hear from our Heavenly Father…
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Thank you 

for being a 

part of the 

Watersprings 

family!

(208) 524-4747       watersprings.net

@go2watersprings

@Watersprings Church

MONTHLY HAPPENINGS
6 Ladies Night Out - 7:00pm / Fellowship Hall

7 Resolve Men’s Breakfast - 8:00am / Fellowship Hall

7-8 Baptism Weekend - At the end of all services

8 LIFE Class Starts - 1:00pm / High School Room 208

8 Financial Peace University Starts - 3:00pm / Fireside Room

8 Parent Workshop - 6:00pm / Sanctuary

9 Grief Share Starts - 6:45pm / Youth Center

10 Ladies Philippians Study Starts - 6:30pm / Homestead

13 Worship Night - 7:00pm / Creative Studio

15 KidMin Partnership Meeting - 4:00pm / Aux gym

18 Contrast Brings Clarity Starts - 5:45pm / Homestead

22 Coffee with the Pastor - 1:00pm / Homestead

22-28 7 Days of Worship, Prayer and Fasting

27 Night of Worship - 6:00pm / Sanctuary

29 Servants Team Dinner - 5:30pm / Fellowship Hall


